
 

The Crann Tara By:  Chieftain Peter K. Gregg 

 I was looking over our membership pamphlet and saw the Crann 

Tara pictured. We, as a Society, and as Scots in general, use a depiction of 

the Crann Tara as a call to gather. Current events in our country have driv-

en me to offer a brief history of what is commonly referred to as the 

“Fiery Cross”. It is important that we all understand its meaning.  

 Historically, the Crann Tara was used as a method of communica-

tion between the Clans. It was formed of wood 

and symbolized the cross of Saint Andrew. 

When the Clan Chief called the clan to gather, 

he would send a runner from village to village 

carrying the Crann Tara. Most historians agree 

that its primary purpose was a call to arms be-

cause of some present danger. Clan members 

under the fealty of their Chief would answer 

the summons. The Scottish people enjoyed a 

good fight. They fought over land and cattle; 

and, even fought other clans.  

 The Fiery Cross was the old equivalent 

to a Paul Revere style call to arms. It was like 

a relay race with the bearer yelling the clan battle cry. Failure to respond 

was a great insult to the Chief and was dealt with harshly.  

 Since those days, the Crann Tara has been adapted by many mod-

ern clans as a call to gather. We in the American Clan Gregor Society use 

it to call to gather in clanship for our annual meeting. It is now considered 

as a symbol of unity and loyalty to our common ancestry.  

 I write this not as a history lesson as I am no historian. I found most 

of this information on the internet. I only want to inform you who didn’t 

already know, a little of the history of the Crann Tara. If someone notices 

its depiction on any Scottish publication, you now know how to inform 

them of how our ancestors used it as a rallying signal. 

 

Please be safe. When the pandemic is over, we shall all meet and celebrate 

again.  

Ard Choille 

Peter K. Gregg, Chieftain 
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We can all trace our lineage back to Fergus Mór the Great MacEarca 1st 
King of Scottish Dál Raita.  Tradition states that we are also of the ancient 
Kings of Alba, who sat at Dunstaffnage, and to this day our Chieftain has a 
legal and rightful claim to the Crown and Throne of Scotland. 
 
Dál Raita, Alba, Caledonia, Strathclyde, Scotland…..all these Kingdoms get 
a bit confusing, right.  Here is a bit of history about how Scotland evolved to 
the country it is today and all of its ups and downs along the way.  Enjoy! 
 
Short version for kids and busy adults:  
 
The Animated History of Scotland (link) 
 
Long version for history buffs and the life-long learner:  
 
History of Scotland - Documentary (link) 

History of Scotland and the Gregors 

While there’s leaves in the forest 

And foam on the river,  

MacGregor despite them  

Shall flourish forever!  

 -  Sir Walter Scott 

Sad about missing the Highland Games 

this Year?  Why not take a virtual trip to  

the past Grandfather Mountain High-

land Games!  Below are two links to send 

you on this journey: 

 Highland Game Memories in Images (link) 

 Grandfather Mountain Highland Games 

Gallery (link) 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/169838150/person/342206817362
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/169838150/person/342206817362
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jc11rgAIe44
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cful8_-kQbE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cful8_-kQbE
http://www.gmhg.org/photogallery.htm
http://www.gmhg.org/photogallery.htm
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DID YE KEN (DID YOU KNOW) 

By Randy Walker – Immediate Past Chieftain 

 
 

A common phrase often heard in Scotland when someone is exaggerating is 
“save your breath to cool your porridge.”  

- Jonathan Green, Scottish Author  

33rd Chieftain – American Clan Gregor Society 

Peter was born in Teaneck, New Jersey, the third son of Charles 

and Patricia Gregg. He grew up in the Village of Ridgewood, in 

Bergan County, New Jersey along with his six siblings.  

Peter worked for a short time in manufacturing and he also drove 

a taxi. He then enlisted in the U.S. Air Force retiring after twenty-

two years of service.  

After retirement from military service in Dover, Delaware Peter 

worked as Materials Manager for the City of Milford and then as 

the Contract and Procurement Manager for the City of Dover, 

Delaware. He has since retired from the City of Dover. 

Peter’s family always embraced their MacGregor heritage. His family displayed a MacGregor 

Arms plaque in the entrance of their home. He remembers his father warning him to “never 

trust a Campbell.” 

Peter’s father became a member of ACGS in 1989. The Gregg family tree goes back to Wil-

liam Gregg who emigrated to the Brandywine Valley near Wilmington, Delaware in 1682. Pe-

ter has been able to trace the family tree even further back to John James MacGregor and his 

son John Gregg. Peter became a member of ACGS in 2001. 

Peter attended his first gathering in Virginia Beach, Virginia in 2006. Since that time, he has 

attended eleven gatherings, and has served the society in several capacities: Area Deputy 

Chieftain for Delaware, New Jersey and Eastern Pennsylvania; Council Member at Large 

(twice); Merchandise Manager, as well as, Ranking Deputy Chieftain. 

In addition to his service to ACGS Peter is a member of the National Institute of Governmen-

tal Purchasing, Life Member, and, Past President of the Delaware Public Purchasing Associa-

tion, as well as, the Scottish American Military Society. 

 

ACGS Featured Member Bio: Peter Gregg, Chieftain 
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MacGregors are Everywhere! 

MacGregors 

share a wee 

dram! 

A fine look-

ing group of 

MacGregors 

Utah MacGregors 



P A G E  5  

 

MacGregors are Everywhere! 

MacGregor Dancers 

The Haggis...even better, the 

Whisky!! 

MacGregor 

family at San 

Antonio 

Highland 

Games  
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Excerpt from Tak Tent Issue 85: Heraldic Stray, Tallinn, Estonia 
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An ACGS member’s response to: Heraldic Stray, Tallinn, Estonia 
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An ACGS member’s response to: Heraldic Stray, Tallinn, Estonia (con’t) 

 

Cocktail Time with Sir Malcolm 

MacGregor 

By Randy Walker—Immediate Past Chieftain 

I was in recent conversation with Sir Malcom via e-mail 

and asked him to share with us his cocktail recipe for 

the “The Dirty MacGregor.”  He was pleased that I 

asked and here it is: 

 2 ounces blended Scotch Whisky 

 1/4 to 1/2 ounce King’s Ginger Liqueur 

 2 to 4 dashes Orange Bitters 

In a shaker half-filled with ice cubes, combine all of the 

ingredients and shake well.  Strain into a cocktail glass. 

Teresa and I tried this “Dirty MacGregor” and found it 

to be a great after dinner cocktail. 

I was able to find King’s Ginger Liqueur at Total Wine 

& More, along with Fee Brothers West Indian Orange 

Bitters, and Monkey Shoulder Blended Whisky works 

well.  Enjoy and Cheers! 
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MONTHLY BOOK RECOMMENDATION 

By Teri Musick 

 

Searching for a Treasurer (Non-Paid), who must be a member of 
ACGS in good standing. You can find the position description here: 
https://acgsus.org/treasurer-pp-2019/  

  Outlander  
    By: Diane Gabaldon 

    ISBN 10: 0770428797   

 
Scottish Highlands, 1945. Claire Randall, a former British 
combat nurse, is just back from the war and reunited with her 
husband on a second honeymoon when she walks through a 
standing stone in one of the ancient circles that dot the British 
Isles. Suddenly she is a Sassenach—an “outlander”—in a 
Scotland torn by war and raiding clans in the year of Our 
Lord . . . 1743.  
 
This novel has something for everyone: great storytelling, su-
perbly developed characters, rich Scottish historical detail, a 
sci-fi twist, and a wee bit of romance.   

 
Available Amazon on at:  https://www.amazon.com/Outlander
-Diana-Gabaldon/dp/0440212561  

https://acgsus.org/treasurer-pp-2019/
https://www.amazon.com/Outlander-Diana-Gabaldon/dp/0440212561
https://www.amazon.com/Outlander-Diana-Gabaldon/dp/0440212561
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COVID-19 AND THE 

AMERICAN CLAN GREG-

OR SOCIETY 

Remember: 

 maintain social distancing 

 wear masks outside your 

home 

 only travel when needed 

 wash hands often during 

each and every day. 

 

Further information can be 

found here: 

Centers for Disease Control 

 

National Institutes of Health 

 

We also wish you all to know 

that we are here for you. If 

you need any assistance due 

to circumstances around this 

pandemic, please contact: 

 

Peter Gregg, Chieftain;  

Bruce MacGregor Whyte, 

DipRACOG, DipRCOG, 

MD, Medical Epidemiologist 

in Infectious Disease;  

or the newsletter editor, Teri 

Musick, at 

teri.haas77@gmail.com, who 

can pass along your requests. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
https://www.nih.gov/coronavirus

