
 

Letter from Chieftain Peter K. Gregg 

Hello my Clan Gregor family.  

 

I am writing to you today from my home in Do-

ver, Delaware where we are under a Stay at 

Home order. Like most of you, I am keeping one 

eye on the news and the other on my family. 

This is a difficult time for all of us. Please keep 

in mind that this will pass in time. Send your 

thoughts and prayers to our emergency respond-

ers, our medical professionals and all those who 

continue to work and provide us with the essen-

tials we need to persevere.  

 

I continue to receive notifications from our Area Deputy Chieftains of Scottish 

events being cancelled. You should all know that your health is of paramount 

concern to us. When venturing out, common sense should prevail. Follow the 

guidelines that your local authorities publish. We want you to be safe and healthy 

during this time of difficulty. Since there are no Highland Games to attend in my 

area, I have spent some time looking at pictures from last year and reliving the 

fun and comradery that we, as Scots, felt. If you find yourself so inclined, please 

share your pictures with us on our Facebook page or on our Instagram page. 

Your fellow members will enjoy your photos and they will provide cheer and 

sometimes laughter.  

 

If you find that you are bored and are looking for something to do at home, let 

me know. We have many positions that need to be filled. We are in need of qual-

ified individuals for the position of Treasurer, Yearbook Editor and to assist on 

numerous committees. Let me know what your expertise is, and we will find a 

place for you.  

 

I regret to announce that our 2020 Mini-Gathering in Washington DC has been 

canceled.  The Center for Disease Control has stated that there may be a second 

wave of the virus in conjunction with the annual flu this fall. The Council agreed 

unanimously that the health of our membership is paramount. Regretfully, we 

have decided that the 2020 Gathering will not take place. We do not wish to 

place any of our members at risk for infection.    

(con’t on page 2) 
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Everyone, please be safe, be well, and believe that we will be back to a normal life soon. I would like 

to close this letter with a prayer submitted by our Chaplain, Thaddeus Osborne.  

 
Please, as your Chaplain, I am moved to share with you: 
 
"In Time of Great Sickness and Mortality. 
O Most mighty and merciful God, in this time of 
grievous sickness, we flee unto thee for succour. De- 
liver us, we beseech thee, from our peril; give strength and 
skill to all those who minister to the sick; prosper the 
means made use of for their cure; and grant that, perceiv- 
ing how frail and uncertain our life is, we may apply our 
hearts unto that heavenly wisdom which leadeth to eternal 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen." 
 
May God keep you in safety. 
 
Regards,  
Peter K. Gregg, Chieftain 

Letter from Chieftain Peter K. Gregg 

COVID-19 Announcement 

It’s been a tough few weeks for the world as we navigate a new normal amid the COVID-19 
pandemic.  Due to the level of contagiousness of COVID-19, various methods have been put 
in place internationally to minimize further spread of the virus at the city, state, and country 
levels. Based on the forecasted of spread of this virus, we can anticipate that many more  peo-
ple will become infected with this virus.  
 
 
In order to limit further spread of this virus, all public meetings, 
festivals, games, professional sports, and many more have been 
cancelled. This impacts us as ACGS members. To date, all High-
land and/or Celtic Games through June 15, 2020 have been 
cancelled.  Attending Highland Games and Celtic Festivals is 
an important past time of our society, so it is disappointing for 
many of us to know that this year we are going to miss out on 
the fellowship that we share at these events.  It is also highly 
likely that events beyond the date of June 15th may also be may 
also be cancelled.  
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DID YE KEN (DID YOU KNOW) 
By Randy Walker – Immediate Past Chieftain 

King William the Lion reigned as King of Scots from 1165 to 1214. The title Lion 
did not describe his character or his fighting spirit on the battle field. It was attached 
to him because of his flag, or standard, what we know today as the Lion Rampant, 
the Royal Banner of Scotland. Prior to adopting the Lion symbol, it was the image 

of a boar. 
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Your Elected Officers 
  

Chieftain: Peter  K. Gregg  
RDC: Scott MacGregor  
Scribe: D. Jane Montmeny  
Registrar.: Jeanne P. Lehr  
Treasurer: Bruce MacGregor Whyte  
Chancellor: Diana Browne 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Appointed Positions  
 

Assistant Chieftain: Kathy Whyte  
At Large Member: Char les Grierson  
At Large Member. Keith Gregg  
At Large Member: Steven Argyle  
Chaplain: Thad Osborne  
Librarian: Irene Nunley  
Historian: Elizabeth Joiner  
Year Book Editor: Vacant 
Newsletter editor: Ter i Musick 
Webmaster: Richard Walker  
Piper: Matt Kuldell 

Your Area Deputy Chieftains  
 
Alabama: Jean MacGregor Simon 
Arizona: Mark Anthony Beach 
Arkansas: Lawrence R. Greer  
California (north): Adrienne Claire John-
son Tomkins 
California (south): Richard Adams 
Colorado: Bill Black 
Delaware: Peter K. Gregg 
District of Columbia: Leighton P. Stradley 
III 
Florida (north): Eleanor & Paul Hazucha 
Florida (central): Cindy Branner  
Georgia: Bruce MacGregor Whyte 
Grandfather Highland Games: Thaddeus 
G. Osborne, Bruce MacGregor Whyte 
Illinois: Janice K. Br itt 
Indiana: Janice K. Br itt 
Iowa: Lor i Ann Connery 
Kentucky: Janice K. Br itt 
Louisiana: Rober t E. Young 
 
 
 

Maryland: Char les S. Gr ierson 
Michigan:  Lor i Ann Connery 
Minnesota: Lori Ann Connery 
Mississippi: Rober t E. Young 
Missouri (east): Jeanne Louise Peter  Lehr  
Missouri (west): Lawrence R. Greer  
Montana: Vida Ann Walker Anderson 
New Jersey: Peter K. Gregg 
New Mexica: Mark Anthony Beach 
New York: Edward K. Gregor  
North Carolina: Mary Byrd Ewell-Pettanati 
North Dakota: Lor i Ann Connery 
Oregon: Vida Ann Walker Anderson 
Pennsylvania (east): Peter  K. Gregg 
Pennsylvania (west): Char les S. Grierson 
South Carolina: Michael A. McGregor  
South Dakota: Lori Ann Connery 
Tennessee (east): Thaddeus G. Osborne 
Tennessee (west): Andrew Ward 
Texas (north): Tom Skinner  
Utah: Steven Mark Argyle 
Virginia: Leighton P. Stradley III 
 
 

ACGS Officials 
'S Rioghal Mo Dhream  
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The 700th Anniversary of the Declaration of Arbroath 

This year will be a big year for us in the Scottish-American Community as we 

join our cousins in Scotland to celebrate the 700th Anniversary of the Declara-

tion of Arbroath — the Scottish Declaration of Independence from the English 

King.  The Declaration was signed and sealed by King Robert Bruce and the 

Scottish barons in 1320.  

"As long as but a hundred of us remain alive, never will we on any conditions 
be brought under English rule. It is in truth not for glory, nor riches, nor hon-
ours, that we are fighting, but for freedom - for that alone, which no honest man 
gives up but with life itself". 

These are the best known words in the Decla-
ration of Arbroath, foremost among Scot-
land's state papers and the most famous his-
torical record held by National Records of 
Scotland.  This Declaration of Scottish Inde-
pendence, similar to our own United States 
Declaration of Independence, it was neces-
sary to for the Scottish community to formal-
ly unite and dispute the tyranny of English 
rule.   

Despite the Scottish victory over English 
King Edward II at the Battle of Bannockburn 
in June 1314, and continued Scottish raids on 
the north of England, King Edward II of Eng-
land would not drop the long-standing Eng-
lish claim to overlordship of Scotland. Neither King Edward nor the Pope rec-
ognized Robert I as King of Scots. The Declaration also asserts that the Scots 
were saved by their present King Robert Bruce, whom they will defend as their 
king. The Pope is asked to persuade King Edward II to leave the Scots in peace. 

You can read more about the Declaration of Arbroath by downloading an infor-
mational booklet at https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/Declaration, in English or in 
Gaelic.  

 

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/Declaration
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Freedom and Whisky 

 As a young man, Robert Burns was chafed under the notion advanced by the 

English that not all men were created equal and there was a hierarchy to society.  

When Burns wrote “The Author’s Earnest Cry and Prayer,” it was meant for the 

Scotch Representatives in the House of Commons. Burns made clear his annoy-

ance with what he perceived to be Parliament’s bias against the national drink 

of Scotland.   

Whisky was a symbol of Scotland, and during this time it was banned (by the 

British) from being sold;  it became synonymous with Scottish freedom. When 

Robert Burns wrote this poem alluding to the tie, calling for “Freedom an’ whis-

ky,” many Scots understood as a call to independence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scotland, my auld, respected mither! 

Tho' whiles ye moistify your leather, 

Till, whare ye sit on craps o' heather, 

Ye tine your dam; 

Freedom an' whisky gang thegither! 

Take aff your dram! - Robert Burns 

http://www.robertburns.org/works/87.shtml  

 

So what do you think about Burns’ notion of ‘Freedom an’ whisky’?  Write the 

editor at teri.haas77@gmail.com with your thoughts and opinions of this time-

less Scottish masterpiece.   

http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1208.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1697.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/40.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/742.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/14.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/87.shtml
mailto:teri.haas7@gmail.com
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The Grandfather Mountain 

Highland Games Officers, 

Staff, and Board of Trustees 

are very concerned about the 

public health, especially as it 

relates to the Corona Virus 

pandemic.  

 

It is with deepest regret I 

must inform you that the 

Board of Trustees has taken 

an unanimous vote to cancel 

the 2020 Grandfather Moun-

tain Highland Games. 

 

This was to have been our 

65th Anniversary and it is 

difficult to find words to ade-

quately express my sadness 

and disappointment ... 

 

Full announcement can be read at: http://

www.gmhg.org/  

http://www.gmhg.org/
http://www.gmhg.org/
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Attend any Scottish heritage event and you will be immersed 
in all things Clan. Many of the individuals attending these 
events are proud of their Scottish ancestry and, more im-
portantly, the history of their Clan. They will regal you with 
stories of battles fought long ago, cattle rustling, and Clan 
feuds. These stories show the Clans at their best and at their 
worst, but they complete the tapestry of a proud history. The 
Clan was more important than King and Country; it was the 
fabric of everyday life and served the function of community, 
governance, and protection of its members. That is not the 
case in the 21st Century where communities and govern-
ments now serve the functions previously provided by the 
Clan and Chiefs. This begs the question: do Clans still have 
relevance in the 21st Century? Or are they quaint, anachro-
nistic entities that allow people to dress up in plaid and tell 
old stories? It’s an interesting question I have been ponder-
ing for a while now, and one I have discussed with people on 
both sides of the ponds. Do the Clans have a role, or is it just 
a quaint idea to be pretended during games, St. Andrew’s 
Dinners, or Burns Night events? 
 
What is a Clan 
 
The word Clan is a late Middle English word, derived from 
Gaelic, which translates to “children of” or “offspring”. While it 
is most commonly attributed to the Scots Gaelic word clann 
is also found in Old Irish Gaelic (cland) and in Old Welsh 
(plant); all having the same meaning. As a social practice, 
Clans consisted of individuals who either shared a com-
mon ancestor, had a greater familial connection, or 
were bound by territory. While the word and practice 
can be found throughout both Gaelic and Brythonic cul-
tures there is an ongoing debate on its modern-day use. There are basically two different camps of 
thought: the first make a strong differentiation between Clans (Scottish Highlands) and Families 
(Scottish Lowlands); the second use Clan as an overarching term for all Scottish families. Both ar-
guments have merit; however, for ease of writing and due to most common usage, I will be using 
Clan in the overarching sense. 
 
The Clan of the Past 
 
When one gets to the heart of it, the raison de etre for Clans in the past was self-sustainment and 
protection. Certainly, there were extended familial ties; however not all members who owed their 
allegiance to a specific Clan were descended from a common ancestor. In many instances families 
within a region that fell under the dominion of a certain Chief, Laird, or Lord, along with the extend-
ed family, swore allegiance to that Clan and Chief. (Indeed, this practice is at the root of the aca-
demic discussions on septs of a name.) These communities, bound by either blood or oath, 
worked together for the common good of everyone in the community. (Continued on 
page 9) 

  

The Relevancy of Scottish Clans 
 by John Cochran via the Claymore January Newsletter 

Letters to the Clan 

So far, the two festivals that usu-
ally occur in Utah in April and 
June have been postponed in-
definitely. The one that occurs in 
July is still up in the air. We are 
all pinning our hopes on the Mo-
ab Celtic Festival (a.k.a. Scots on 
the Rocks) that happens the first 
weekend of November. 

Otherwise, as far as we know all 
MacGregors in Utah are safe and 
healthy and doing as well as can 
be expected at the moment. We 
all send our greetings and best 
wishes to our clan folk around 
the country. 

ArdCoille! 

Steve Argyle, Utah ADC 
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The Relevancy of Scottish Clans 
 by John Cochran via the Claymore January Newsletter 

While romanticized to great extent by literary giants such as Robert Burns and Sir Walter Scott, 
the bare bones truth of their creation was for survival and community.  
 
The Modern-Day Clan 
 
Today, our survival does not necessitate belonging to a Clan. Clans are no longer the fighting, 
agrarian organizations we read about, instead they have evolved into social societies. Individuals 
are invited to join after paying a yearly membership fee, and then participate in a myriad of social 
events such as dinners, tours, games, etc. Indeed, the only sheep and coo (cow) rustling that 
occurs is the occasional, and temporary, theft of someone’s stuffed animal at a Highland Game. 
In these instances, blackmail is provided through the expenditure of shared libations, good-
hearted jesting, and always evolving into A LOT of storytelling. To many outsiders looking in, that 
is the extent of it, a bit of fun a couple times a year; however, that is only the veneer. Instead of 
just joining a Clan, they have joined a global entity in the Scottish Diaspora. 
 
The Scottish Diaspora 
 
The Scots are renowned for their spirit of adventurism and determination. These traits helped 
them to successfully emigrate to the various colonies and countries around the world and estab-
lish new communities. They brought with them their families, culture, heritage, traditions, and 
their world-renowned Scottish hospitality. These families flourished in their new homes, resulting 
in more than 30 million descendants very proud of their Scottish heritage. It is these descendants 
who established the various Clan, clubs, and Scottish societies found around the world; embrac-
ing all things Scottish to include the extended Diaspora. This is something I have experience nu-
merous times in my own travels and interactions; Scots willing to open up their homes to a com-
plete stranger. While we no longer need the protection of the Clan there is something to be said 
for both the connected community.  
 
The Relevancy of Clans in the 21st Century 
 
Psychologist and Sociologists have long known the requirement for human interaction. Abraham 
Maslow noted the importance of belonging in his work The Hierarchy of Needs; placing it as the 
third most important item required for human survival. (Only Psychological and Safety needs 
were more important). Multiple studies have proven a person is healthier, happier, and lives 
longer, more productive lives if they have healthy social interaction.  
The need to belong, to identify, and to be proud of one’s shared history is not a modern revela-
tion. This facet of human behavior was one of the cornerstones of the old Clan system, and re-
mains so in modern times. The added strength of today’s Clans resides in its global community. 
Regardless of where we travel, there are people who have a shared ownership of Scottish histo-
ry. Our regional diversity allows us to share so much more in regards to experiences, thoughts, 
and philosophies; which inherently makes us better as individuals, Clans, and an ethnicity.  
Are the Clans relevant in the 21st Century? I strongly believe so. While we may not be rustling 
more than a stuffed coo from each other; we do provide a group for people to rely on and to 
commune with. While we are proud of our individual Clans it doesn’t rely on whether you are a 
MacGregor, Campbell, MacDonald or Frasier; it is the shared identity of a people. A people 
who’s ancestors grit and determination spread them across the globe; and who’s children still 
carry on.  
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QUARTERLY BOOK RECOMMENDATION 

By Randy Walker – Immediate Past Chieftain 

 

Searching for a Treasurer (Non-Paid), who must be a member of 
ACGS in good standing. You can find the position description here: 
https://acgsus.org/treasurer-pp-2019/  

DANCE IF YE CAN 

A dictionary of Scottish Battles 

By Malcolm Page 

The author, Malcolm Page was born in Edinburgh and educated at the University of 

Dundee. 

We are all aware that our ancestors, the Scots, were a contentious lot and fought 

amongst themselves for centuries. 

This book tells it like it is, or was, with no embellishments. It is written in three 

parts: 

1. Introduction to Scottish history. 

2. The Scottish Soldier over the Centuries. 

3. An alphabetical guide with notes on the many battles fought by the Scots over 

hundreds of years. Both the large as well as the small battles. 

If you are interested in the “fighting Scots” this book may be for you. 

Available on at:  https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01IVHHXRQ/ref=cm_sw_em_r_mt_dp_U_bz9KEb66FY87E 

https://acgsus.org/treasurer-pp-2019/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01IVHHXRQ/ref=cm_sw_em_r_mt_dp_U_bz9KEb66FY87E
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2019 ACGS Gathering Throwback — Norfolk, VA 


