
MY GATHERING MEMORIES
Peter K. Gregg – Chieftain

The 110th Annual Gathering in Norfolk, Virginia is 
now part of the recent past. What a fantastic ex-
perience it was for me and my family who were in 
attendance.

As your new Chieftain I want to tell each of you 
what a memorable experience it was for me. What 
a wonderful gathering of family and friends.

A tremendous amount of hard work and effort went 
on behind the scenes  to ensure the success of the 
Gathering and to make sure that everyone in at-
tendance had a great time. I want to thank several 
people who were involved in the planning and ex-
ecution of the Gathering. Assistant Chieftain Kathy 
Whyte, our Treasurer Dr. Bruce Whyte and the local 
hosts Gregg Elliott and our new Ranking Deputy 
Chieftain Scott MacGregor.

Most of our members who were in attendance 
arrived on Thursday, October 3d. The hotel was 
fantastic and the registration desk was ready and 
welcoming. It was wonderful to see so many friends 
that I had not seen since the Gathering in Atlanta.
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The 2019 Gathering of the American Clan Gregor Society was held in Norfolk, VA on October 
3-5th. Following are two reports. One from Chieftain Peter Gregg and the second from Mary and 

Dustin Pettenati and Anne Carrington Ewell.
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Report from New Members

Though I have been a member of ACGS and Area Deputy 
Chieftain of North Carolina for a 
few years now, this Gathering was 
the first one I attended. Honestly, 
I was not completely sure what to 
expect. My father, aunt, uncles, 
grandparents, and other assorted 
family members told me stories over 
the years, of course, but they didn’t 
prepare me for the sheer quantity of 
hospitality I experienced. From the 
moment I checked in at the Clan table 
in the hotel lobby through the formal banquet, everyone 
at the gathering treated me and 
my husband like long lost friends. 
People showed genuine interest in 
our stories and graciously shared 
their knowledge and support in 
matters related to the history and 
traditions of the MacGregors and 
Scotland. The old guard of the 
society, especially the Council, 
warmly welcomed conversations 
with us and introduced us to many 
other members. Not once were we 
made to feel like outsiders or newbies. 
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Notice anything different in this newsletter?

Check Out This 4 
Clan Initiative On 
Page 8. Come and 
Make It The New 
Recruitment Model



The American Clan Gregor Society, Inc
The American Clan gregor Society (ACGS) is a 501(c)3 not for 
profit organization founded in 1909 by a handful of dedicated 
Gregor volunteers for the purpose of supporting Clan Gregor in 

North America.

The founding statement of ACGS continues today as our current 
Trustees, members and volunteers continue to work towards the 

goals of:

•	 Gathering kindred together in clanship.
 
•	 Promote, foster and collect patriotic, historical and 

genealogical records for compilation, publication and addition 
to the History of the American descendants of the Clan Gregor 
of Scotland.

 
•	 Aid descendants within the Clan.

This newsletter does not accept any responsibility for the opinions 
expressed within the newsletter, nor does it restrict the reasonable 
opinions of other groups.

Amrican Clan Gregor Society, Inc
4189 Ashbourne Crt NE

Roswell, GA, 30075

www.acgsus.org

From the 2019 Gathering

Your Elected Officers

 Chieftain ............ Peter K. Gregg
 RDC ................... Scott MacGregor
 Scribe ................. D. Jane Montmeny
 Registrar ............ Jeanne P. Lehr
 Treasurer ............ Bruce MacGregor Whyte
 Chancellor.......... Diana Browne

Appointed Positions

 Assistant Chieftain ....... Kathy Whyte
 At-large Member Charles Grierson
 At-large Member Keith Gregg
 At-large Member Steven Argyle

 Chaplain ........................ Thad Osborne
 Librarian ....................... Irene Nunley
 Historian ....................... Elizabeth Joiner
 Year Book Editor .......... Vacant
 Newsletter editor .......... Vacant
 Webmaster .................... Richard Walker
 Piper .............................. Matt Kuldell

The Charity and Education Fund (C&E)
The C&E Fund shall provide charitable and educational 
assistance, within the meaning of Section 501(c) (3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code. The C&E Fund includes the 
Marshall Magruder Library Fund, the Harry and Edith 
Blunt Scholarship Fund, and any other funds created by the 
Trustees from time to time and are under the auspices of the 
Trustees and operated and maintained independently from the 
Operational Funds.

The Trustees of the C&E Fund are: Jack Simon
     Lois Ann Garlitz
     Robert Young

http://acgsus.org


  My Gathering Memories by Peter K. Gregg continued:

The Chieftain’s Reception gave everyone an opportunity to visit with old friends and meet several new members in 
the process. Everyone was able to catch up on what had been going on in their lives over the past year.

On Friday morning the Council convened. We went through the submitted reports and conducted the usual business 
of Council. Everyone present was involved and made a positive contribution to a successful meeting.

On Friday evening, my cousin, Gregg Elliott, hosted a small get together for our immediate family. Gregg is a cousin 
who I first met at our 97th Annual Gathering in Virginia Beach, VA. This was the first time in several years that all of 
my brothers and sisters, along with my cousins Susan and Janet were able to visit and catch up on the goings on of 
the Gregg family. We talked until the wee small hours.

Then the fun began with the Spirit of Norfolk cruise. The weather cooperated and many of the attendees enjoyed 
traveling up the Elizabeth River. The sights along the Hampton Roads Harbor and seeing the Atlantic Fleet was 
wonderful. The lunch and music were second only to the camaraderie of our fellow clansmen and women. Everyone 
had a great time.

In the evening it was time to attend the Ceilidh and listen to our pipers and the band Glasgow Kiss with their dance 
caller. As always the sound of the pipes reminds me of my MacGregor ancestors and the life they led. It also reminds 
me that even though our lives may be different, our shared history unites each of us to this day. We all came to 
celebrate the name MacGregor and that we did.

Saturday began with the Annual General Meeting. We started with a heartwarming memorial service to 
remember and celebrate those of our number who passed away during the past year. This memorial 
service always makes you realize how fleeting life really is. As we listened to the piper play Flowers of the 
Forest each of us quietly said goodbye to old friends.

As always an educational segment is included as part of our AGM. Ian Gregg gave an outstanding 
presentation on Robert Burns and America. His presentation was informative and entertaining. I want 
to thank Ian for his presentation and I for one learned so much and I will never forget this new historical 
lesson on how Scots have impacted this great nation in so many ways. There was also an interesting 
presentation on how to obtain Scottish Arms given by Ian Greig, Lois Ann Garlitz and Dr. Bruce Whyte.

After spending some time looking around “MacGregor Mart” (the silent auction) it was time for the Annual 
Banquet. This is always my favorite part of any full gathering. This one was special. Never did I ever think I would be 
voted in as Chieftain of ACGS. After a wonderful dinner, Chieftain Randy Walker started the ceremony. It was well 
planned and executed. I was proud to recite the Chieftain’s oath in front of all my friends and family. When Randy 
placed the Chieftain’s Medallion around my neck, I stood a little taller. All at once I became more confident. What an 
honor!

Our Society has lasted for 110 years and I am confident it will last for another 110 years. The reason why I am so 
confident is because of each of you. Our members. Both the old and the new who will give it new life. You are the 
ones who will ensure our legacy.

Our Society has a rich heritage that we inherited from our ancestors. It is our duty, each of us, to keep this heritage 
alive, to pass it along to as many people as we can. It is most important that we pass on this heritage to our children 
and grandchildren. They need to know about Clan Gregor and its rich history.

The Society needs each of you to participate as much as possible in the various events ACGS is involved in all over 



Meet The 33rd Chieftain of 
American Clan Gregor Society

Peter K. Gregg

Peter was born in Teaneck, New Jersey, the third son of Charles and Patricia Gregg. He grew up 
in the Village of Ridgewood, in Bergan County, New Jersey along with his 

six siblings. 

Peter worked for a short time in manufacturing and he also drove a taxi. He then enlisted in the U.S. Air 
Force retiring after twenty-two years of service. 

After retirement from military service in Dover, Delaware Peter worked as Materials Manager for the City of 
Milford and then as the Contract and Procurement Manager for the City of Dover, Delaware. He has since 

retired from the City of Dover.

Peter’s family always embraced their MacGregor heritage. His family displayed a MacGregor Arms 
plaque in the entrance of their home as well as a Rampant Lion Flag. He remembers his father 

warning him to “never trust a Campbell.”

Peter’s father became a member of ACGS in 1989. The Gregg family tree goes back to 
William Gregg who emigrated to the Brandywine Valley near Wilmington, Delaware 
in 1682. Peter has been able to trace the family tree even further back to John James 

MacGregor and his son John Gregg. 

Peter became a member of ACGS in 2001.
Peter attended his first gathering in Virginia Beach, Virginia in 2006. 
Since that time, he has attended eleven gatherings, and has served the 

society in several capacities: Area Deputy Chieftain for Delaware, 
New Jersey and Eastern Pennsylvania, Council Member at Large 
(Twice), and Merchandise Manager as well as Ranking Deputy 

Chieftain.



the country. If you can help out, consider volunteering for one of the vacant positions. At present we are in 
need of a Year Book Editor and a Newsletter Editor and a member of the Genealogy Committee. If you think you 
can help the Society in one of these positions please contact me, Randy Walker, or any officer of the society as 
soon as possible.

If you are not sure who the Area Deputy Chieftain is for your area visit the website and find out who your ADC is. 
If your area does not have one please contact me. Perhaps you are the perfect person to take on this office.

We also need you to volunteer to assist our Area Deputy Chieftains as they participate in the various Highland 
Games. It is difficult for them to man the Clan Tent alone. They welcome any assistance you can give them.

I also encourage you to visit our website, acgsus.org often as well as our Facebook Group Page and our Instagram 
site. These are the primary tools we use to communicate with our members and others what ACGS is doing 
around the country.

For those of you in the DC area I hope to see you at the annual Alexandria Scottish Christmas Walk on December 
7, 2019. Wear your Tartan and enjoy this wonderful Scottish Heritage event.

The Freshmen’s Report by Mary and Dustin Pettenati, and Anne Ewell continued:

Besides the wonderful people and fast friendships made during the gathering, we greatly enjoyed the events 
dispersed throughout the weekend. The Ceilidh showcased a fantastic band who played songs ranging from 
traditional instrumental pieces to modern folk favorites. 

Their array of instrumentation coupled with the dance lessons and copious amounts of whiskey made for an 
evening any Scots would enjoy. The general meeting mixed an appropriate amount of business and education. It 
was good to learn about the functioning of the society behind the scenes, but truly enjoyable to learn about the 
history of Robert Burns. As an amateur foodie, I also appreciated the selection of wines, hors d’oeuvres, and meals 
provided at the gathering, including vegetarian accommodations. 

Though I expected to be one of the few people under age 30 attending the gathering, I did not expect the outpouring 
of interest and engagement from the older members in regards to my engagement. Multiple council members sought 
out myself and the few other millennials to specifically ask for our input and opinions on ways to make the society 
more inclusive and accessible for our generation. The folks involved in ACGS clearly love genealogy and spreading 
knowledge and are working to engage younger generations. Their enthusiasm was contagious and has created a 
growing momentum for the millennial attendees to increase the social media presence of ACGS and engage in Celtic 
events. I am excited to see what directions the society takes to find the balance between upholding traditions and 
growing to meet the needs of upcoming members, and I look forward to being an active member of that process. 

 Next Issue: More from the Gathering
     Status of the 2020 Gathering
     Answers to the quiz



 Knife & Tomahawk Throwing, A 
New Games Event?

One of our ACGS lineal members has a very unique hobby.  
He is a competitive knife and tomahawk thrower and has been 
competing since 2012.  When not throwing steel at targets, he 
works as a Respiratory Therapist at a level 1 trauma center 
near Dallas, TX.
  
His most recent competition was this past June 2019 at the 
International Knife Throwers Hall of Fame (IKTHOF) World 

Championships held in Pembroke, Ontario, Canada.  The 
event was attended by competitors from the United States, 
Canada, England, Germany, France, and Switzerland.  He was 
competing in the amateur division in both knife and tomahawk 
which included nearly 70 throwers.  The competition takes place 
over 3 days and offers several different events available for the 
throwers to test their abilities.  Due to time constraints, our man 
only competed on the first 2 days.

The Friday events consisted of a bracketed, head-to-head, 
double elimination tournament.  In the Amateur Knife Division, 
our man made it all the way to the finals before being defeated.  

In the Amateur Tomahawk Division, he made it 
to the quarter finals before his day ended.  Very 
respectable finishes in 2 very tough competitions.

The Saturday events consisted of accuracy 
competitions where you are ranked based on a 
cumulative score of 60 knives and 36 tomahawks 
respectively.  In the Amateur Knife Division, our 
man placed 2nd with a score of 237 out of 300.  This 
score now places him in the Professional Division 
for future competitions.  In the Amateur Tomahawk Division, he placed 3rd with a score 
of 137 out of 180.  (A score of 140 would have moved him to the Professional Division 
for tomahawk.)  He was also awarded “Most Improved Thrower” at this event by Richard 
Sunderland of the UK (once world record holder of IKTHOF with 262/300 and who 
finished behind our man).

This was our man’s most successful competition and he credits this to several top 
throwers who gave him a lot of advice to improve his throwing technique. 

      Tom
   Skinner
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“That is what I really like about the incredible group of 
competitors we have,” he said.  “Everyone wants to 
see each other do their best and we’re always willing 
to help each other out.” 
 
His other achievements in knife and tomahawk throwing 
include:  2017 IKTHOF Central U.S. Tomahawk Gold Cup 
Champion, 2018 Canadian National Championships 3rd place 
Novice in Conventional Knife, 2019 Pine-Moore Mountain Man 

Championships 1st place Amateur Man.  Our man was inducted into the International Knife Throwers 
Hall of Fame, Class of 2018.  He was also selected as the Head Judge of the Inaugural Mounted 
Knife and Tomahawk World Championships held earlier this year in Blanco, TX.  

He continues to train for upcoming competitions including a competition in Blanco, TX in October and 
the World Championships in Canada next June.

Just who is the “man” of ours? Thomas Skinner, ACGS member 3175, who joined in 2018. Welcome 
Tom, and please, I did not mean it, really!!

Ed: I have never thought of competitive amateur or professional tomahawk throwing. Heck, I 
have never thought of throwing a tomahawk. I have certainly never thought of throwing tomahawks 
competitively. And some of them do it as professionals! This is definitely not akin to boomerang 
throwing where we catch what we throw! So, when one of our members told us what he did this for 
sport, we asked for an article for the newsletter. This is his article. Thanks Tom.

So you think you know your Council members! Identify the person(s) associated with each 
factoid.

1. Worked in a sewage department.

2. Served in the Armed Services.

3. Is coiffured or coif ’d.

4. Is a Chinese Chef.

5. Is a Koi Pond Clubber.

6. Became an ACGS member without the necessary documentation.

7. At least one parent was born in the British Commonwealth.

Email responses to the Newsletter Editor.

mailto:newsletter%40acgsus.org?subject=November%20quiz


Can you hear it?  The battle cry of your clansmen? The call for help 
defending their honor? The weeping? Can you hear it? 

If you attend the San Antonio Highland Games in April 2020, you will! There will be a historic 
battle to the last pint. Clans Colquhoun, MacFarlane, MacGregor, and Scott will be combatants 
against each other. Professional athletes will retire while Clan teams battle for bragging rights 
on the field in tug-of-war, backward sheaf toss, rustling of the “coos” competitions.  Come and 
support your Clan’s claim to the championship maug. Click to register today.

So just what is this? It is a trial of something new. All Clans are having difficulties recruiting and 
retaining new and existing members, especially those who have not yet achieved silver back status. 
This event attempts to take the often perceived dourness out of our presentations and introduce 
some real action! Some life! Hosted by Clan Colquhoun as a part of their annual gathering, it will 
be held the Friday night (April 3, 2020, 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm) and Saturday Day and evening (April 4, 
9:00 am - 5:00 pm and 7:00 pm - 11:00 pm) at the San Antonio Highland Games. A meet and greet, 
hosted by Sir Malcolm Colquhoun of Luss, Friday evening will include re-enactments and a Scottish 
inter-Clan quizz.

Saturday will feature “our” version of multidisciplinary, intergenerational and, of course, as befitting 
this initiative, co-ed athletics (backward sheath throwing, tug-o-war, tomahawk throwing to nme 
some). These shall be held on center field while the professional, and no doubt highly envious, 
athletes are cleared from the field for our athletics. That evening, we will be bussed to a Texan Ranch 
for an outstanding Texan BBQ smorgasbord, dancing and general fun.

To attend, you MUST register (use the link here) and you MUST be a member of one of the four 
Clans: Colquhoun, Gregor, MacFarlane or Scott). The cost of all the Friday evening, Saturday 
daytime and evening entertainment is $149/person if you register prior to January 31, 2020. After 
that date it increases to $169/person.

This is expensive you might say. Well, it is a forward investment in the future of the American Clan 
Gregor Society, and the Clan Colquhoun International, Clan MacFarlane Worldwide and Clan Scott. 
If it works, we will gain new and most likely younger members and other Clans will learn from it. 
If it does not work we have lost nothing. But we MUST try something. And why not party with the 
enemies of olde: Colquhoun, Gregor and MacFarlane.

https://www.clancolquhoun.com/full-schedule
https://acgsus.org/acgs-gathering-info/
https://www.clancolquhoun.com/full-schedule


Gathering 2019 Gallery






