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For more information on our Society, please 
visit our website at:
http://www.acgsus.org 

The views and opinions expressed 
in any of the articles within this 

publication are not necessarily the 
views or opinions of the ACGS.

After over a year of planning 
and some very hard work 
the 108th Annual Gathering 
o f The Amer ican C lan 
Gregor Society is history.
I would be remiss if I did not 
take this opportunity to 
express my heartfelt thanks 
to our Assistant Chieftain, 
Kathy Whyte and her 
husband Bruce, who just 
happens to be our Society 
Treasurer, for their untiring 
work, innovative ideas and 
devotion to the task of giving 
our members a Gathering to 
remember.
Needless to say it was a 
very special night for me 
personally. As I said in my 
New Chieftain’s remarks, 
never did I ever think about 
a time when I would be 
s t a n d i n g b e f o r e o u r 
membership as Chieftain. To 
have Sir Malcolm and Lady 

MacGregor in attendance 
was a double honor for all of 
us. In addition, a long time 
friend and acquaintance, 
Andrew Morr ison, 3d 
Viscount Dunrossil was a 
participant as well.
The “special” just kept 
coming for me. Seventeen 
members of my family and 
friends were in attendance 
at the Banquet. This was 
indeed a night for me to 
remember.
It was also “special” to see 
old friends and to meet 
many “new members” or 
“ fi r s t t i m e g a t h e r i n g 
attendees”. I finally was able 
to put a face with people that 
I only knew by name. I want 
to thank everyone who 
made the time and effort to 
a t t e n d a n d m a k e t h e 
Gathering a success. (Cont. 
p 3)

FROM THE 
CHIEFTAIN’S DESK 
BY RANDOLPH WALKER
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NEW 
PUBLICATION 

SCHEDULE

Welcome to the new and improved Ardchoille! How do you like our new format?  I’m so 
excited to announce that The Ardchoille will now be published four times per year, and that 
the page limit was eliminated, allowing me to include many exciting new features!

Please pay special attention to the new features in this issue: Family News (p 9), Clan 
Gregor in History (p 23), and the Genealogy Corner (p 24).  More features will be added in 
upcoming issues.

Please send any and all items you’d like to see in The Ardchoille to me, Adrienne 
Tomkins, at californian@acgsus.org.  We need your suggestions, feedback and links, 
photos, and announcements of all kinds!  I would especially love to see birth/marriage/
death announcements and other family news so members can stay up to date with each 
other.  

DON’T FORGET TO SEND PHOTOS!

Issue Published Articles Due

Winter February 1 January 1

Spring May 1 April 1

Summer August 1 July 1

Fall November 1 October 1

FROM THE EDITOR 
by Adrienne Tomkins

mailto:californian@acgsus.org
mailto:californian@acgsus.org


CHIEFTAIN’S DESK, CONT. 
BY RANDOLPH WALKER

We now have a new set of Officers for the Society and already people are waking up early 
thinking about ACGS business. It is clear that this coming year will be a busy one for each of us.

In closing I want to say once again what an honor and privilege it is to serve as your Chieftain. 

Randy Walker 
Chieftain - ACGS
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1.How much of 
time does official 
MacGregor 
business require? 
D e p e n d s – t h e 
annual MacGregor 
g a t h e r i n g i n 
Scotland takes a 
w e e k e n d , 
o c c a s i o n a l 
overseas’ events, 
much longer – but 
t h e r e a r e n o 
complaints, ever! It 
is such an honour 
t o be asked to 
things…

2.Y o u ’ r e a l s o 
“rather heavi ly 

involved” with Clan Armstrong. Can you 
describe that?  I was chairman of an Armstrong 
society for many years. Am still involved as our 
Armstrong archive, the biggest Armstrong archive in 
the world, is now based in a 16th century Pele 
tower in the Scottish Borderlands. Gilnockie Tower 
has been completely renovated and we plan an 
Armstrong gather this year, complete with re-
enactment – all MacGregors are welcome, but we 
may have to frisk you at the door!

3. How did you and Sir Malcolm meet? On the 
banks of a river in Alaska. I was there making a 
fishing film for Sky TV – he was photographing for a 
magazine.

4. When you and Sir Malcolm married, were 
you automatically invested as Lady MacGregor, 
or was there a separate ceremony? I became 
Lady MacGregor of MacGregor when he put the 
ring on my finger, another great honour…

5. Were you born with the honorific of Lady, 
and if not, what was it like for you when you 
acquired it? Did it take some time to get used to 
it? No, I was definitely not born a ‘lady’, although I 

hope always to behave like one! I may have married 
into a Scottish aristocratic family, but my family came 
from more humble backgrounds. My grandfather was 
a coal miner, a fact of which I am very proud. It shows 
the class system, to some extent, can be overcome. I 
am proud to have a title, but I don’t always use it. As I 
say, folk have known me on TV as Fiona Armstrong 
all these years, so suddenly having to call me ‘Lady 
MacGregor’ might be tricky for them – I understand 
that. I also have a doctorate in history, a PhD, but I 
don’t call myself Dr. Armstrong, as that would confuse 
folk even more. They might think I could cure their 
ailments! Back to the Lady MacGregor name, it did 
take a bit of getting used to, but I only use it when I 
am with Malcolm.

6. What are the basic duties/obligations of your 
position as Lord Lieutenant of Dumfries?  I 
undertake this role as Fiona Armstrong, as that’s what 
folk round here know me as, having worked in British 
TV for 35 years. I am HM’s personal representative 
here in Dumfriesshire in the south of Scotland. I take 
cards from H.M. The Queen to people who reach the 
grand old age of 100 – and cards from Her Majesty to 
congratulate those who have been married 60 years 
and more. I oversee citizenship ceremonies and 
attend charity and civic events on behalf of The 
Queen. I attend armed forces events and also 
organise royal visits to this area – for example, we 
have a new hospital opening here this year and are 
hoping a royal visitor will attend and cut the ribbon.

7. Regarding that position, how did you get it? 
Did you apply or were you appointed? Were you 
surprised?  I was appointed. The appointment is 
ratified by the palace and by the British Prime Minister 
and the First Minister of Scotland. Yes, I was greatly 
surprised! I will have to behave myself from now on – 
seriously, it is a great honour and a role I am thrilled 
to have. I hope to carry out my duties to the best of 
my abilities. The Queen is a remarkable woman. Here 
in Scotland, She has been part of our lives for more 
than 90 years. Her Majesty is greatly admired and is a 
very firm rock in uncertain times.

FROM ACROSS THE POND
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Lady Fiona 
MacGregor 

answers some 
questions we’d 

all like to 
know! 

Be sure to 
check the next 

issue for Sir 
Malcolm 

MacGregor’s 
own interview.

AN INTERVIEW WITH LADY MACGREGOR 



FROM ACROSS THE POND, CONT.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH LADY MACGREGOR 

8. In your career as a journalist, what is the 
most exciting (or poignant, or memorable) 
story you’ve covered?   Lockerbie air disaster 
has to be up there – I was on national TV and 
arrived in Lockerbie about four hours after the 
plane crash. A tragic and terrible incident, but 
local people were dignified and so welcoming 
afterwards to the American families of victims who 
died in this atrocity. Other memorable stories 
include series on landmine removal and detailing 
the problems of AIDS orphans in Africa. Most 
news tends to be bad, alas. I wish we could have 
a ‘good news’ programme instead….

9.  What was it like growing up in Nigeria? Did 
you attend school there? How old were you 
when you moved back to the UK? My mother 
taught us in Nigeria, lessons on the verandah in 
the morning… it was hot. In the afternoon we 
might go to the local pool, or go on safari in the 
Land Rover. Nigerians are very friendly people 
and we made some good friends. We came back 
home when I was about 10. That was a shock, 
having to wear shoes!

10.  How did you learn to fish? Was there a 
particular experience that inspired you to 
become an expert? What’s the largest fish 
you’ve ever caught?  My first husband taught 
me to fish – Malcolm is my second (and last!) I 
just loved the whole experience from the start: 
f r esh a i r, t he cha l l enge , an t i c i pa t i on , 
disappointment – and then just occasionally 
success… Biggest fish a 36 pound salmon in 
Alaska (where I also met Malcolm, so another 
great catch…). In Scotland biggest fish is 14 and 
a half pounds on the Border Esk in Dumfriesshire. 
Note the half pound is very important.

11.  Do you have any hobbies? (Besides 
angling, of course!) Cooking, gardening and 
swimming – and walking my two naughty dogs

12.  Do you collect anything? I used to collect 
antiques, but I am trying to downsize and get rid 
of clutter now!

13.  Do you spend more time in England, or in 
Scotland?    In Scotland. It’s one of the best 
places on earth.

14.  Is there anything else you’d like to 
share?  Just that I am so lucky to have had the 
chance to meet so many amazing clansmen and 
women. The MacGregors are an amazing race 
and I have loved the time spent with them. They 
were wild, certainly, but so were my lot, the 
Armstrongs. The Armstrong reivers of the south 
with the MacGregor outlaws of the north – what a 
combination!



THE 2017 ROYAL EDINBURGH MILITARY TATTOO

The 2017 Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo was held August 28, 2017 at Edinburgh 
Castle in Scotland.  Photos courtesy of Richard Finlay of FotoFlingScotland.  See 
the gallery at FotoFlingScotland for more of his excellent photos!

Clans enter the Esplanade at 
Edinburgh Castle

Clan Gregor in the parade of clans.
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http://www.fotoflingscotland.co.uk/Events/Royal-Edinburgh-Military/The-2017-Edinburgh-Military-Tattoo/Clan-Event-Edinburgh-Military-Tattoo-2017/
http://www.fotoflingscotland.co.uk/Events/Royal-Edinburgh-Military/The-2017-Edinburgh-Military-Tattoo/Clan-Event-Edinburgh-Military-Tattoo-2017/


Brigadier David Allfrey, Chief Executive and Producer of The 
Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo pays tribute to Sir Malcolm 
MacGregor, Convener of the Standing Council of Scottish 
Chiefs while MacGregors look on (above, right) 
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T h e C h i e f s ( L - R ) : H a n n a y , 
Buchanan, MacGregor.

Sir Malcolm accepts the Gaelic 
Toast.

Photos courtesy of 
Richard Finlay of 
FotoFlingScotland.  
Check out the gallery 
at FotoFlingScotland 
to see more!

THE 2017 ROYAL EDINBURGH MILITARY TATTOO

http://www.fotoflingscotland.co.uk/Events/Royal-Edinburgh-Military/The-2017-Edinburgh-Military-Tattoo/Clan-Event-Edinburgh-Military-Tattoo-2017/
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Page �                                                                                               Volume XXV, Issue 1, Winter 20188

SIR 
MALCOLM, 
ON CLAN 
CAMPBELL 

“According to Sir Malcolm 
MacGregor of MacGregor, 
convener of the Standing 
Council of Scottish Chiefs, 
there are a number of possible 
contenders for the title of the 
most feared clan. 

Number one is Clan Campbell 
of Breadalbane. 

T h e f e u d b e t w e e n t h e 
M a c G r e g o r s a n d t h e 
Campbells is well documented 
but Sir Malcolm said this 
strand of the Campbells was 
particularly feared given its 
dominance over a large 
swathe of Scotland - and its 
will to defend it at all cost. 

S i r M a l c o l m s a i d t h e 
Campbells of Breadalbane 
were “particularly violent”. 

H e s a i d : “ T h e E a r l o f 
Breadalbane was incredibly 
powerful and held land from 
coast-to-coast, from the 
mouth of the River Tay to the 
Argyll Coast. He had huge 
influence and was determined 
to hold that land against the 
MacGregors and others.  To 
people like the MacGregors, 
the clan was incredibly feared 
and there was a lot of 
beheading and lynching going 
on. You wouldn’t want to get 
captured by the Campbells of 
Breadalbane. 

“That is not to say, however, 
that the MacGregors didn’t 
give as good as they got. 
They were also quite capable 

of beheadings.” 

Sir Colin Campbell, Earl of 
Breadalbane - known as Grey 
Colin - personally beheaded 
the Clan Chief of Gregor on 
April 7 1750 at Balloch Castle, 
now the site of Taymouth 
Castle in Perth and Kinross. 
He claimed to hold “the power 
of pit and gallows” - or the 

heritable privilege to imprison 
and execute. 

Clan Gregor once held much 
of Breadalbane territory in 
Argyll, including Kilchurn at 
Loch Awe, but it was largely 
seized by the Campbells after 
the introduction of feudal 
tenures by Robert the Bruce. 

Over time, the Campbells 
were “very much encouraged 
by the king” to stamp out 
people like the MacGregors, 
Sir Malcolm said. 

Sir Duncan Campbell of Glen 
Orchy had been knighted in 
1 5 9 0 a n d b e c a m e 
instrumental in outlawing the 
MacGregors in the early 
1600s. John Campbell, 1st 
Earl of Breadalbane and 
Holland, sometimes known as 
Slippery John, had on behalf 
of the Crown been involved in 
negotiations with clan chiefs to 
accept the rule of King William 
of Orange. Following the 
Massacre of Glencoe in 1692, 
he was accused of high 
t reason a f te r c la ims he 
negotiated a secret deal with 
the Jacobite supporting clans. 
He was later released by the 
King. 

S i r M a l c o l m s a i d t h a t 
“duplicity, double crossing and 
theft” was very much part of 
the story of Highland clans. 
“And the Campbells were very 
good at it,” Sir Malcolm added.

Presented here is an excerpt 
from an article titled “Which 
w a s t h e m o s t f e a r e d 
Highland Clan?”  Authored by 
Alison Campsie, the article was 
published in The Scotsman on 
February 20, 2017.  Herein, Sir 
Malcolm is quoted discussing 
several different Highland 
clans. This excerpt is his 
description of Clan Campbell.  
To read the entire article, click 
h e r e :  h t t p s : / /
www.scotsman.com/lifestyle/
which-was-the-most-feared-
highland-clan-1-4371553 

MACGREGORS IN THE PRESS

https://www.scotsman.com/author/alison.campsie1
https://www.scotsman.com/lifestyle/which-was-the-most-feared-highland-clan-1-4371553
https://www.scotsman.com/lifestyle/which-was-the-most-feared-highland-clan-1-4371553
https://www.scotsman.com/lifestyle/which-was-the-most-feared-highland-clan-1-4371553
https://www.scotsman.com/author/alison.campsie1
https://www.scotsman.com/lifestyle/which-was-the-most-feared-highland-clan-1-4371553
https://www.scotsman.com/lifestyle/which-was-the-most-feared-highland-clan-1-4371553
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W i l l i a m “ N a s h ” 
Tomkins was born on 
April 10, 2017 at 1:42 
PM, in Walnut Creek, 
California.  He weighed 
6 pounds and 2 ounces 
and was 17” long, also 
with a full head of hair.  
Nash is pictured here in 
the arms of his mother, 
Adrienne Tomkins, 
( E d i t o r o f T h e 
A r d c h o i l l e ) , a t t h e 
Gathering in September.  

Family News - NEW!

Iain Barrett Grierson was born on July 24th, 
2017 in Hagerstown, MD. He weighed 8 lbs. 7 oz. 
and was 20 1/2" long, with a full head of hair.  
Pictured here with his father, Council Member 
Charles Grierson, as well as big brother Gregor.  
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Olivia Salem Fowler (left) and Jordan Marie 
Grubbs, granddaughters of member Ron Grubbs 
of North Carolina, have each advanced from 
junior membership to lineal membership in the 
American Clan Gregor Society.  Olivia is a 
student at UNC-Wilmington, where she is working 
towards a degree in business administration.  

Jordan (right) is a sophomore at Salem College 
in Winston-Salem, NC, where she intends to 
major in early childhood education.  She is one of 
the eleven recipients of the ACGS Scholarship 
(see page 10) for 2016.  

See the 2017 Yearbook 
for more family news!



CALLING ALL SCHOLARS!

Educational assistance is available in 2018 for 
lineal descendants of MacGregors, widows or 
widowers of a MacGregor, septs of MacGregors, or 
those of Scottish or Scotch/Irish descent.  
Membership in the ACGS is not required.  

Educational assistance is awarded from the income 
of the Charity and Education Fund as determined 
by the Board of Trustees.   E d u c a t i o n a l 
assistance is available for undergraduate or 
graduate, college or university studies, as well as 
accredited trade/professional schools. 

Recipients are required to furnish the Trustees 
evidence of registration, attendance, and a 
satisfactory level of achievement at the school 
d e s i g n a t e d o n t h e 
a p p l i c a t i o n a t t h e 
conclusion of each term. 

Now is the time to 
submit your 
scholarship 
application!

Applications must be received by April 1, 2018
Application forms and information are available online at:   

ACGS website
Email completed application & attachments to:  

          richard.greer@wku.edu 
          

PIPING 
SCHOLARSHIP 

The Trustees are offering a scholarship to 
encourage Piping and hopefully a long term 
commitment for a special MacGregor Piper. 
This scholarship will provide funds for a full 
week of tuition, board and meals at the North 
American Academy of Piping and Dancing, 
based in Valle Crucis, NC. This is next door to 
the  Grand fa the r Moun ta in H igh land 
Games  and is held around the Games. To 
apply, go to our 
website at 
www.acgsus.org/
resources and 
c l i c k o n t h e 
application link.  
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MacGregor pipers at the 2017 Edinburgh Royal 
Military Tattoo (see pages 6-7).  Photo courtesy of 
Richard Finlay of FotoFlingScotland.  Click here 
for the gallery at FotoFlingScotland to see more!
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Due to the Winter “Off-Season”, there are no ADC 
reports in this issue of The Ardchoille.   

Please check our website at www.acgsus.org  
for information on upcoming events in your area.

AREA DEPUTY CHIEFTAINS
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Area Deputy Chieftains at the Annual Gathering in San 
Antonio - Bruce Whyte, Mike McGregor, Peter Gregg, 

Thad Osborne, Clark Fritze, Vida Anderson, Sir 
Malcolm, Adrienne Tomkins (and son Nash), Richard 

Adams, Steven Argyle, and Jeanne Lehr 

http://www.acgsus.org
http://www.acgsus.org
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Gregors from all over North America gathered in San Antonio, Texas, September 28th through 30th 
to participate in the 108th Gathering of the American Clan Gregor Society.  The three-day event was 
held at the grand old Gunter Hotel, a San Antonio institution that has been welcoming guests to the 
heart of this historic city since its opening in 1909.  

There were no activities planned for the day Thursday, so attendees took advantage of the day to 
visit downtown San Antonio, seeing the Riverwalk, the Alamo, the Mercado; and enjoying lunch in 
one of the many Riverwalk restaurants. 

Thursday evening, members gathered at a traditional Chieftain’s Reception to enjoy a glass of wine 
and hors d’oeuvres, visit with our Chieftain, Lois Ann Garlitz, relax and reconnect with fellow 
travelers, and spend a few minutes with Sir Malcolm and Lady MacGregor.

Friday morning, participants had to get down to business, as two very busy days of activities began 
with the Council meeting.  The meeting was especially meaningful to Lois Ann, as this Council 
Meeting marked the beginning of her last Gathering as Chieftain.  

After the meeting, it was off to the Institute of Texas Cultures for lunch and a visit through the 
Museum.  Members were surprised to see the significant collection of artifacts representative of the 
large number of nationalities that came to Texas over the last three hundred years to call Texas 
their home.

The Ceilidh Friday night was a really special event.  Adorable Highland Dancers--children from ages 
three to sixteen--regaled us with artful dances; and Ed Miller, one of Scotland’s best singing 
exports, entertained the room with both old traditional ballads and new stories and tunes.  

The evening closed for many with the laser light show on the facade of the San Fernando Cathedral 
on Main Plaza.  

Saturday, we attended the Memorial Service followed by the Annual General Meeting.  

Lady MacGregor charmed the meeting with her presentation of what it means for her to be the 
Lord Lieutenant of Dumfries.   Officers and Committee Chairmen gave their reports.  Randy Walker 
was elected to the Chieftain position, and introduced new Ranking Deputy Chieftain, Peter Gregg.  
After the General Meeting, Outgoing Ranking Deputy Chieftain, Randy Walker, met with Area 
Deputies to thank the Deputies for their tireless work on behalf of the Society.  

Following a Mexican Buffet, attendees were off to experience Mission San Jose, “Queen of the 
Mission,” largest of the five frontier missions founded by Spanish friars in the early 18th century. The 
San Antonio Missions are an example of the interweaving of the cultures of the Spanish and 
Coahuiltecan and other indigenous peoples.  Buses returned to the hotel just in time to prepare for 
the Banquet. 

THE 2017 ACGS 
ANNUAL 
GATHERING 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 

      BY 
TERESA WALKER



With all Gatherings, the Banquet Saturday is 
the real highlight of the weekend.  This 
Gathering was no exception, and we were all 
once again reminded how handsome 
MacGregor men and how beautiful MacGregor 
women and children are in their highland 
attire.  Attendees arrived for the Daniel 
Randall Magruder Reception wearing all their 
perfect finery, and were thrilled to be involved 
again in the traditional pomp and ceremony as 
our Piper, Matt Kuldell, piped in our four very 
special guests—Sir Malcolm MacGregor of 
MacGregor, Lady MacGregor, Andrew 
Morrison, Viscount Dunrossil, and Mr. John 
McInnis.  

Ian Greig orchestrated the impressive Haggis 
processional, and recited a thrilling Salute to 
the Haggis adhering strictly to the traditional 
Gallic program.

After dinner, Sir Malcolm , Viscount 
Dunrossil, and Mr. McInnis each made a presentation on “Clanship in the 21st Century.”  They 
spoke about the pride of the worldwide Scottish Diaspora in their heritage. They also discussed why 
and how Scottish clan societies need to utilize social media to attract interest and hopefully, new 
members. It was a most interesting and thought-provoking discussion.

After the panel discussion, the Society presented several extraordinary gifts to Sir Malcolm and 
Lady MacGregor.  Peter Gregg presented Sir Malcolm with a Challenge Coin from the Scottish 
American Military Society, and Randy Walker presented Sir Malcolm with a collection of all the 
known land records available in the Texas Archives relative to Alamo piper, John MacGregor.  
Thereafter, Lady MacGregor was invited to the floor where she and Sir Malcolm received their 
certificates and badges indicating their induction into the Texas Rangers Foundation and their 
installation as honorary Texas Rangers.  This presentation was arranged and presented by Texas 
ADC, Dr. Clark Fritze, and was a real surprise to both Sir Malcolm and Lady MacGregor.

Thereafter followed the solemn candlelight Installation of our Society’s thirty-second Chieftain, 
Randolph William Walker.  Surrounded by a circle of supportive Council members and Area 
Deputies, the new Chieftain received the Oath and Medallion of Office from the Chief and our 
outgoing Chieftain, Lois Ann Garlitz. 
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THE 2017 ACGS ANNUAL 
GATHERING



The very special evening came to an outstanding conclusion with the singing of Sir Walter Scott’s 
“Macgregor’s Gathering,” and “Auld Lang Syne,” evoking a sense of family and fellowship, giving 
words to our desire to preserve old friendships; looking back over the year just completed, but 
looking forward to the next time we can all be together.

We thank Sir Malcolm and Lady MacGregor for gracing 
our Gathering and enriching our programs; we thank 
Viscount Dunrossil and John McInnis for their 
participation in our Clanship panel and we appreciate their 
contributions to the discussion. 

We are indebted 
to the Assistant 
Chieftain, Kathy 
Whyte, and to 
the Treasurer, 
Dr. Bruce 
McGregor 
Whyte, for their 
generous gift of 
time and talent 
to the Society.   

Their expertise was 
invaluable to the 
Gathering Committee.  
Through their efforts, 
the production of the 
Gathering was 
professional, 
educational, and cost 
effective--and resulted 
in a most enjoyable 
event for our 
MacGregor family.

THE 2017 ACGS ANNUAL 
GATHERING
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Institute of Texan Cultures - 
Scottish Flag Flies Proudly

Institute of Texan Cultures - Lunch 
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Young Scottish Highland 
Dancer Presents A Red Rose 

To Lady MacGregor

The youngest Dancers

San Antonio Scottish Society 
Highland Dancers Perform The 

Sword Dance 
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Sir Malcolm MacGregor gives his remarks  

John King 
Bellassai, 

Chairman of 
ACGS Trustees 

and President of 
COSCA

Viscount Dunrossil (Andrew Morrison)

Ian Grieg, Andrew 
Morrison, Steven 

Argyle, Rick Walker 
& Randy Walker at 

the Presentation of the 
Haggis



Our Chief & Past Chieftains of ACGS Present 
Rev Thad Osborne, Sir Malcolm, MAJ Ron 

McGregor, Sandy McGregor & Lois Ann Garlitz

Members of ACGS Council - MAJ Ron McGregor, COL Rob 
Young, Jane Montmeny, Peter Gregg, Sir Malcolm, Jeanne 

Lehr, Lois Ann Garlitz, Irene Nunley, Randy Walker 
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GATHERING           
AT THE 

GATHERING



Access And Change Your Data
Find Other Members And Access The Archives

We moved all member information to an on-line service in January 
2017. This allows you to access your own information, correct any 

errors, look up other members and access information only for 
members. None of this could be done previously. This Guide is to 
help you navigate to, and change if needed, your own information 

and look up archived yearbooks. There are some terms that need to 
be clarified.

 This is the email you have on record with us. Only use that email, 
not any others you may have. All communications between ACGS 

and you will be through this email. It will be used when you register 
for an event such as those registered in an event such as a 

Gathering or individually. 

 We cannot send 
to the following 

emails with these 
endings.

Please provide 
another email.

att.net

bellsouth.net

yahoo.com

aol.com

sbc_global.net

You were issued a password in January. If you 
have changed your password and can log in, you do 

not need to do anything more. If you have mislaid 
your password, request a new one (see next page), 
use it to log in once, then immediately change the 

password to one that is better for you.

WE DO NOT HAVE A RECORD
OF YOUR PASSWORD

www.acgsus.org

P
a

s
s

w
o
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it
e
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LOGIN
1. Go to the website
2. Click on Membership

3. Click on Member Sign-in

4. Enter your email address 
5. Enter your password

You will be at your home
page

If you do not have a password

6. Do the above to step 3

7. Click on Request password

8. Enter your email address 
9. Check your email
10. Copy the password 
sent 
12. Enter your email at login 
13. Paste the password

You will be at your home
page

IMMEDIATELY
14. Click on Change (password) 
15. Change your password

MEMBERS ONLY

There are only two options or links here at present.

Member Directory
This contains all members of the Society. You can search 
for any member using a variety of search words, see 
Directory.

ACGS Archives
This includes nearly all the archived yearbooks back to 
1910, articles and literature pertaining to Gregors. It 
should be self-explanatory.
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CHANGES

Change personal information 

1. Log in via Membership

2. Change whatever information 
you need to change

3. You can hide your address and 
phone number if you so choose, 

but it is recommended that you do 
not hide them 

3. Click on Save & Continue 

 Click on any yearbook to open it. 
Yearbooks record the previous year’s 

activities, so the 1990 Year Book details 
activities, including the Gathering, in 1989.

ARCHIVES
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DIRECTORY
Finding A Member In The Directory

1. Click on Member Directory, you will see 
the global map
2. Enter a surname, first name, city or state

3. Click Search

4. Click on the marker on the map

5. Click on the person of interest
6. If you want to email them, click on their 
Email
7. If you want to text them, click on the link 

THE PUBLIC DOES NOT HAVE 

ACCESS TO THIS DIRECTORY  

  ONLY CURRENT MEMBERS

Send a Message.
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CLAN GREGOR IN HISTORY - NEW!

THE 
PROSCRIPTION 
OF MACGREGOR 
For a long time the MacGregors maintained possession 
of their lands by right of the sword (coin a glaive)… As 
a result, they found themselves constantly engaged in 
brawls over the possession of territory for which they 
could show no title-deeds. Their endeavours to hold 
their own were looked upon as mere lawless 
disturbances of the peace, and again and again their 
more powerful neighbours found it profitable, first to stir 
them up to some warlike deed, then to procure a royal 
warrant for their extermination, and the appropriation of 
their territory. The Campbells were the principle 
oppressors and the focus of the MacGregors’ natural 
retaliations as they had no other means of subsistence 
than the plunder of their neighbours’ property. The 
enmity of the Campbells led to them being represented 
in Edinburgh as having an untameable ferocity, 
which nothing could remedy “save the cutting off 
the tribe of MacGregor, root and branch.” 
Nevertheless, they were not subdued and remained 
numerous over a wide area, and their fighting spirit and 
pride of race sustained them. Taking refuge in their 
mountain fastness, the ‘Children of the Mist’ set at 
defiance all the efforts made by their enemies for 
their extermination and inflicted upon some of 
them a terrible vengeance. Ultimately, a sequence of 
events beginning in the late 16th Century led to yet 
more persecution of the Clan and the proscription of 
the name. In 1589, MacGregors killed the King’s 
Forester, Drummond of Drummondernoch, after he had 
hung some of them for poaching. Then, on the 
following Sunday, the clansmen gathered in the Kirk 
and, one after another, approached the altar to lay a 
hand on Drummond’s severed head and swear himself 
a partner in the dark deed that had placed it there. 
Then, early in 1603, Alastair MacGregor of Glenstrae 
won the Battle of Glen Fruin, against the Colquhouns 
of Luss. The losing side, egged on by the Earl of Argyll, 
secured the indignation and sympathy of James VI by 
parading the widows carrying their husbands’ bloody 
shirts, flapping stiffly upon poles.

As a result of these events, James VI and the Privy 
Council issued an edict on the 3rd of April, 1603, 
banning the use of the name MacGregor, under pain of 
death. Argyll was commissioned by the Privy 
Council to hunt the “viperous” MacGregors with 
‘fire and sword’ till they be “estirpat and rutit out 
and expellit the hail boundis of our dominionis.” 
One consequence was the shameful entrapment and 
execution of Alastair MacGregor. A record of his 
hanging, which took place on the 20th of January, 
1604, reads; “He was hangit at the croce, with eleven 
of his freindis of the name, upone ane gallows: 
Himselff, being chieff, he was hangit his awin hicht 
above the rest of his friendis.”
The Proscription of 1603 and its additions, remained in 
effect for approximately 170 years and stated, amongst 
other things that: babies not yet born shall not take 
the name; the MacGregor name shall not be used, 
under penalty of death; no more than four 
Clansmen shall meet at a time, under penalty of 
death; they shall bear no weapon, save an 
unpointed knife to cut their victuals; and, to kill a 
MacGregor is not a crime, but something to be 
encouraged. MacGregors were compelled to adopt 
other surnames, such as Drummond, Murray, 
Graham, Grier, Stewart, Grant, and even Campbell. 
Their surname was not fully restored until the 
oppressive acts were rescinded by the British 
Parliament, in 1774, granting MacGregors all the rights 
and privileges of British citizens… 
The spirit of this famous clan is perhaps summed up by 
the words of Sir Walter Scott’s Rob Roy; "Don’t mister 
me nor Campbell me! My foot is on my native heath, 
and my name is MacGregor!" Or, again in the words of 
Scott:
“While there’s leaves 
in the forest 
And foam on the river, 
MacGregor, despite 
them, 
Shall flourish forever!”

Reprinted/excerpted with permission from :On This Day in Scotland (blog by Ian Colville), The proscription of 
MacGregor April 3, 2011, located at http://iainthepict.blogspot.com/2011/04/proscription-of-macgregor.html.  
Image: Adrienne Tomkins’ original artwork.
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The American Clan Gregor Society is a genealogy-based charitable organization whose 
members consist primarily of lineal descendants of MacGregors who emigrated from 
Scotland to America. Any person is eligible for lineal membership in ACGS if they are 18 
years of age or over and either: 
(1) bear the name MacGregor or variations thereof, or the name of the numerous Septs 

and Associated family names, and can trace his/her ancestry to Scotland or the 
Americas prior to 1870; or 

(2) are descendants of an ancestor born prior to 1812 bearing the surname Magruder or 
MacGehee.

Those who are not sure if they meet the above requirements may apply for a Provisional 
Membership for a maximum of 5 years. This allows time for interested persons to complete 
the genealogical research required to convert to Lineal Membership.  
This past December, the Council voted to create an experimental Genealogy Committee to 
assist these Provisional Members with this process. The Committee members are highly 
experienced and competent genealogists.  At this time, the Committee consists of a Chair, 
Adrienne Tomkins (also current Ardchoille editor and ADC of Northern California) , and two 
research assistants:  Jeanne Lehr (our current Registrar) and Lois Ann Garlitz (our 
Immediate Past Chieftain).  
The Committee will provide pro-bono assistance to Provisional Members in locating their 
genealogical connection to Clan Gregor.  As volunteers, the Committee must place certain 
limits on the amount of assistance we can provide.  These limits will be determined by the 
Chair on a case-by-case basis depending on the complexity of the project.  If we cannot 
completely “solve the case” in the allotted time, the Committee will provide 
recommendations for further research.  

THE ACGS GENEALOGY COMMITTEE

NEW ARDCHOILLE 
FEATURE!  

Do you love genealogy? 

 Do you have a question about your 
MacGregor (or other!) lineage?  

Send your queries to Adrienne 
Tomkins at californian@acgsus.org 

for inclusion in The Ardchoille! 
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GENEALOGY CORNER - NEW!
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DID YE KEN?  

(DID YOU KNOW?) 

"In most large department stores 
in Japan, "Auld Lang Syne" is 
played on a daily basis to mark 
closing time" ... (from Scottish 
Miscellany by Jonathan Green).

QUARTERLY BOOK 
REPORT 

BY RANDY WALKER 
Our Past Chieftain, Lois Ann Garlitz gave me 
a wonderful gift as the outgoing Chieftain. She 
gave me a copy of the brand new third edition, 
Scottish Clan & Family Encyclopedia. I have 
only read the first 105 pages but it truly is an 
outstanding publication. It is published by St. 
Kilda (Holdings) Ltd., 45 Grovepark Street, 
Maryhill, Glasgow, G20 7NZ. You may want to 
check it out.

This is a digital image of an article 
published in The True Northerner (in 
Pawpaw, Michigan) on June 5, 
1903, p 7.  For your amusement, 
check out the advertisement below 
the article!   
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SEE PP 26-27 FOR ORDER FORMS FOR 
A C G S M E R C H A N D I S E A N D 
PERSONALIZED NAME BADGES.   

PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL ”ACGS” ITEMS 
ARE FOR MEMBERS ONLY!” 

CONTACT RANKING DEPUTY CHIEFTAIN 
AND MERCHANDISE MANAGERPETER 
GREGG AT ARDCHOILLE1@AOL.COM IF 
YOU WISH TO VERIFY SIZES ON HAND. 

ACGS is proud to support and 
purchase our stock from Delaware 
Correctional Industries! DCI is 
focused on assisting offenders with 
developing marketable job skills, 
teaching work ethic and application 
of these principles to post-prison 
employment, as well as providing 
market quality goods and services to 
its customers at a competitive price.

MISCELLANY

mailto:ardchoille1@aol.com
mailto:ardchoille1@aol.com




PETER 

GREGG



“ARDCHOILLE”
NEWSLETTER OF
THE AMERICAN CLAN GREGOR SOCIETY

4189 ASHBOURNE COURT, NE
ROSWELL, GA 30075-1981

RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED
ADDRESS CHANGE REQUESTED 

Pictured: Stirling Castle in Stirling, Scotland 

This site has been occupied since at least the 7th century.  It is 
rumored that Kenneth MacAlpin, first King of the Scots (and a 
MacGregor ancestor!), besieged a stronghold here in the 9th century.  
Almost all buildings standing today were built between 1490 and 1600.
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