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Welcome to the second edition of the new and improved 
Ardchoille!  I’m very excited to bring such a variety of content to 
our members, and I hope you enjoy reading this as much as I've 
enjoyed creating and editing.  

Although the new guidelines allow for four issues per year, I 
must admit that as Editor, I've encountered a few “kinks" in the 
new process.  We are late to production a second time, and for 
that I apologize.  I expect to have a better handle on things next 
time around.  

That said, this issue is chock full of goodies.  As a follow up to 
last issue's interview of Lady Fiona MacGregor, this issue 
includes an interview with Sir Malcolm MacGregor of 
MacGregor!  We also have a ton of upcoming and past events 
to announce, including the 2018 ACGS Annual Gathering, the 
St. Andrew's Society's annual Tartan Day celebration and Kirkin' 
of the Tartan.  

As always, please remember that The Ardchoille is only as good 
as the submissions we receive, and this is your newsletter.  
Please send or email any and all news, photos, information, etc 
to me for inclusion in the next issue!

FROM THE EDITOR 
by Adrienne Tomkins

Newsletter Editor Adrienne Tomkins
newsletter@acgsus.org 

For more information on our Society, visit our 
website at:

http://www.acgsus.org 

The views and opinions expressed 
in any of the articles within this 

publication are not necessarily the 
views or opinions of the ACGS.
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Friday, September 28
2:00 pm – 5:00 pm, Council meeting

5:30 pm – 7:30 pm, Manager’s reception
6:30 pm – 8:30 pm, Chieftain’s Reception/Ceili

(No, this is not a misspelling. It is a “mini-Gathering” and a “mini-Ceilidh”)

Saturday, September 29
7:00 am – 10:00 am, Breakfast

9:00 am – 9:30 am, Flowers of the Forest Memorial Service
9:30 am – 11:30 am, Annual General Meeting

11:30 am – 12:00 pm, ADC meeting
12:30 pm – 2:30 pm, Luncheon

Guest speaker TBA

SEPTEMBER 28-29, 2018 
ATLANTA, GA

The Hotel

The Program

REGISTRATION

The host hotel will be the Embassy Suites in 
Buckhead, Atlanta. The hotel offers: 2 room king 
suites for everyone, a hot, cooked to order 
breakfast each day (included in room rate of 
$145) and in-house catering by Ruth's Chris 
Steakhouse.  
September 6th is the reservation deadline for 
the hotel to receive our special rate of $145/
night.
You can best book your hotel reservation through 
our website which ensures we receive all 
bookings and can plan accordingly
Should you have any problems making your 
hotel reservation or registering for the Gathering, 
please contact Assistant Chieftain Kathy Whyte.

The 2018 Annual Gathering of the American Clan 
Gregor Society will be held in Atlanta GA, 
September 28-29, 2018. You do not have to be a 
member of ACGS to attend an Annual Gathering.

All the information for registration is on the ACGS 
website.  Click on the link for the 2018 Gathering 
under the Society Events tab or click here to go 
straight to the registration form.  

The registration fee is $115 and includes 
admission to all the events listed in the Program 
below.  When registering for the Gathering, 
please be sure to make your meal selection.

We look forward to seeing you in September.

http://embassysuites.hilton.com/en/es/groups/personalized/A/ATLLXES-ACS-20180927/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG
mailto:assistant_chieftain@acgsus.org?subject=2018%20Gathering
http://embassysuites.hilton.com/en/es/groups/personalized/A/ATLLXES-ACS-20180927/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG
mailto:assistant_chieftain@acgsus.org?subject=2018%20Gathering
http://www.acgsus.org
http://www.acgsus.org
http://www.acgsus.org/society-events/#!event/2018/9/28/2018-gathering
http://www.acgsus.org
http://www.acgsus.org
http://www.acgsus.org/society-events/#!event/2018/9/28/2018-gathering


UPCOMING EVENTS AROUND THE NATION 
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July 12-15 63d Grandfather Mountain Highland Games, MacRae Meadows, 
Linville, NC, Thursday, July 12, 2018 thru Sunday, July 15, 2018.  Bruce 
MacGregor Whyte, Treasurer and ADC Atlantic South (GA & FL) 

July 13-14, Payson Scottish Festival, Payson City Park, Payson UT, Friday July 
13, 2018 thru Saturday July 14, 2018. Steven Argyle, ADC Utah

July 20-21, Minnesota Scottish Fair & Highland Games at Eagan Central Park 
Festival Grounds, 1501 Central Parkway, Eagan, MN 55121, Lori Taylor 
Connery, ADC Iowa, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota

August 4-5, Monterey Scottish Games & Celtic Festival at the Monterey County 
Fairgrounds, Monterey, CA Adrienne Tomkins, ADC Northern California

September 1-2, The Scottish Highland Gathering and Games in Pleasanton, 
CA at the Alameda County Fairgrounds, on Labor Day Weekend. Adrienne 
Tomkins, ADC Northern California

September 7-9, Long's Peak Scottish Irish Festival in Estes Park,  CO. Bill 
Black, ADC Colorado

September 28-29 St Louis Scottish Games & Cultural Festival, Jeanne Lehr, 
ADC, Missouri

September 28-29, ACGS Annual Gathering in Atlanta, GA
October 6-7, Kerr County Celtic Festival, Dr. Clark Fritze, ADC Texas

October 28 Kirkin' o' the Tartan, Reformation Sunday, October 28 at First 
Presbyterian Church in Salt Lake City Steven Argyle, ADC Utah

November 2-4 Scots on the Rocks Moab Celtic Festival, at the Old Spanish 
Trail Arena in Moab Steven Argyle, ADC Utah

November 3 47th Charleston Scottish Games and Highland Gathering- 
Saturday, at Boone Hall Plantation in Mt. Pleasant, SC Michael McGregor, 
ADC South Carolina



FROM THE CHIEFTAIN’S DESK
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T h e S t . A n d r e w ’ s S o c i e t y o f 
Washington, DC has sponsored a 
National Kirkin’ of the Tartans since 
1941. For several years, this event has 
been co-sponsored by the National 
Capital Tartan Day Committee.  Over 
the years, “Tartan Day” has morphed 
into a four-day event, including three 
days of talks plus the Kirkin’ of the 
Tartans at the Cathedral.

The National Kirkin’ of the Tartans was 
originally conceived by the Rev. Dr. 
Peter Marshal, Chaplain of the St. 
Andrew’s Society and of the U.S. 
Senate. He of course was a native Scot 
and this event was used as a fund-
raiser for the British war effort against 
the Axis Powers in WWII.

Our own John King Bellassai, JD, is 
Vice President of the National Capital 
Tartan Day Committee and was the 
official host for the event. John was 
one of the primary driving forces 
behind this year’s celebration.

Clan Gregor and the American Clan 
Gregor Society were well represented 
at this year’s event. In addition to John 
Bellassai, immediate Past Chieftain 
Lois Ann Garlitz, Assistant Chieftain, 
Kathy Whyte, Treasurer, Dr. Bruce 
Whyte, and my wife Teresa and I were 
all able to participate in this event. 
Chuck Grierson, Area Deputy 
Chieftain for Western PA, and his 
father, Michael Grierson, were also 
able to attend one day of this historic 
event.John Bellassai in second row (left)

The Color Guard

BY RANDOLPH WALKER
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What an experience it was, to say the 
least! The event started out on Tuesday, 
10 April 2018 at the James Monroe 
House (now home of the Arts Club of 
Washington, DC). This is a beautiful 
home that has been around since 1802. 
There is evidence that James Monroe, 
who came to Washington as Secretary of 
State in 1811, lived at this house when 
the British invaded Washington in the War 
of 1812. After welcoming remarks by 
John Bellassai and Joni Smith, Scottish 
Government Counselor for Nor th 
America, the discussion got down to 
“things tartan.” 

The opening panel, entitled “The Role of 
Tartan in Forging A Scottish National 
Identity,” was interesting, compelling, and 
not a sound was heard from the 
audience. It was simply outstanding. The 
panel was led by our Hereditary Chief Sir 
Malcolm MacGregor of MacGregor 
along with Claire Campbell, a Tartan Weaver and Proprietor of “The Prickly Thistle” and Board 
Member of the Scottish Tartans Authority; Peter MacDonald, a Noted Tartan Scholar and Weaver 

& Board Member, Scottish 
Tartans Authority – Advisor to 
the Scott ish Registry of 
Sco t land ; and Siobhan 
MacKenzie, a Scottish dress 
designer who incorporates 
tartan into her fashions.  

After a break there was a 
Special Presentation by Mr. 
Iain McMenemy on the work 
o f t h e n e w l y f o r m e d 
Bannockburn House Trust, 
once owned by the famous 
Wilsons’ of Bannockburn, 
Scotland’s foremost family of 
tartan merchants.

Claire Campbell, Steven Ray and 
John Bellassai

Judith Scott, Dr. Joseph Morrow, Lord Lyon 
King of Arms, and Sir Malcolm MacGregor.
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Later in the evening we were treated to a grand 
buffet and cocktail reception that included a 
Scotch Whisky Tasting. There were formal 
remarks by Donald Maclaren, Chief of Clan 
Maclaren and the newly appointed Convener of 
the Standing Council of Scottish Chiefs. This 
was a very interesting, educational and 
informative presentation. Then it was off to bed 
after a very full day.

Day Two started off at the Oracle Townhouse on 
Capitol Hill. This is a beautiful suite of offices 
and meeting rooms. The opening panel 
composed of Jim Brewster, Events Manager at 
Family Tree DNA, Keith MacGregor, Project 
Administrator of the MacGregor Surname 
Project, Bob MacLaren, Project Administrator 
at the Clan MacLaren Surname Project and Dr. 
Bruce Dur ie , a p reeminen t Sco t t i sh 
Genealogist.  

The panel presented another interesting and 
informative session entitled “Behind the Tartan: 
Update of the Work of the 300+ Scottish 
Surname Genetic Testing Projects Sponsored 
by Family Tree DNA”, of Houston, Texas. We 
learned all about the ins and outs (or twists and 
turns!) of DNA testing.

This was followed by a speech from the Rt. 
Hon. Henry McLeish, Former First Minister of 
Scotland. Teresa and I met Henry several 
years ago and have had the pleasure of having 
dinner with him several times over the past 
three years as he finishes up teaching a course 

at St. Mary’s University School of Law 
here in San Antonio each spring. On this 
evening, he talked about the “Turbulent 
Political Times: The EU, Britain and 
Scotland After Brexit.” Again, it was a 
very interesting and thought-provoking 
presentation.

Donald MacLaren, Dr. Bruce Durie 
and Scott Swann.

John Bellassai presents an award to the retiring 
Hon. John Duncan, Congressman for Tennessee 
and one of the original founders of the Congress 
Scottish Caucus.   
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We then made our way from the Oracle Townhouse 
to the Rayburn House Office Building (Gold Room) 
on Capitol Hill for the Annual Tartan Day 
Reception, hosted jointly by The Friends of 
S c o t l a n d C a u c u s , t h e U . S . H o u s e o f 
Representatives, and the National Tartan Day 
Committee. We enjoyed a full buffet and open bar, 
Scotch-tasting, visiting with other Scottish 
Americans and listening to various guests and 
dignitaries make remarks related to National Tartan 
Day. Once again Sir Malcolm captivated the entire 
audience with his remarks. There was a variety of 
Scottish entertainment, pipers, dancers, fiddlers 
and a Scottish vocalist. A great time was had by all.

On Thursday it was back to the James 
Monroe House to hear remarks from the Rt. 
Hon. Joseph Morrow, Lord Lyon King of 
Arms, Andrew Morrison , Viscount 
Dunrossil, Honorary British Counsel for San 
Antonio, TX, Donald Draper Campbell, 
U.S. Board Member of the Heraldry Society 
of Scotland, Dr. Bruce Durie, Scottish 
Genealogist, Heraldist and Sennachie, 
Council of Scottish Clans & Associations 
(COSCA), Scott MacMillan, Baron 
Rathdown and former Herald of the 
Republic of Ireland, and John Cochran, 
COSCA Board Member, Sennachie of Clan 
Cochran and a recent armiger.

Andrew Morrison, Viscount Dunrossil
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This panel gave a most interesting presentation, 
“Overview of Scots Heraldry for A Scottish-
American Audience – All You Need to Know to 
Apply for Scottish Arms from the Lyon Court.” 
During this presentation we learned that our very 
own Lois Ann Garlitz and Chuck Grierson will 
both be receiving Scottish Arms as approved by the 
Lyon Court and we saw what they will most likely 
look like when final. 

This was followed by the last panel for the day: 
“Keeping it Real – Celebrating Tartan Day All 
Around the USA.” The presenters were James 
Morrison, Secretary, National Tartan Day 
Committee, Andrew Morrison, Viscount Dunrossil, 
Bob Currie, Commander, Clan Currie and Board 

Member, Ellis Island Foundation, and 
Donovan Murray, President, Celtic Force 
Productions and Co-Producer, Tartan Day 
South. We learned how Tartan Day is 
celebrated on Ellis Island, in the Carolinas 
and in San Antonio, Texas. Once again, a 
v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g a n d e d u c a t i o n a l 
presentation. But it was not over. Not by a 
long shot. In the evening, we were invited to 
a wonderful dinner at the Capitol Hill Club as 
guests of The St. Andrew’s Society of 
Washington, DC. The ACGS “crew” had the 
pleasure of sharing our dinner table with Sir 
Malcolm and it was a lovely evening. Are 
we tired yet? Yes, speaking only for myself I 
was pooped!

Chieftain Randy Walker and his lovely wife, 
Teresa Walker at the Kirkin of the Tartan.
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Now we had two free days. On Friday Kathy Whyte, 
Bruce Whyte, my wife Teresa and I enjoyed a visit to 
the International Spy Museum. If you ever have the 
opportunity to visit this place, do not pass it up. Lois 
Ann took advantage of this free day to visit with family 
who live in the area. On Saturday we were joined by 
our society Librarian, Irene Nunley for a visit to the 
University of Baltimore Library to see the ACGS 
archives and meet Mr. Aiden Faust, Head of Special 
Collections at the Langsdale Library. This was 
followed by a wonderful lunch on the inner harbor in 
Baltimore. 

On Sunday afternoon we made our way to the 
National Cathedral for the annual National Kirkin’ of 
the Tartans with the Rev. Dr. Joseph Morrow, Lord 
Lyon King of Arms preaching the sermon. The 
Cathedral was full, and I had the honor of joining the 
members of the St. Andrews Society of Washington, 
DC in the presentation of the tartans. This is a 
beautiful Cathedral with the most amazing acoustics 
and it was a time to be remembered. Again, we 
assembled together for a reception at a local eatery 

close to the 
church. 

I think I can speak for everyone who had the pleasure of 
participating in this event by saying … Simply Amazing! 
Thank you, John, for the invitation to attend.

Randy Walker 
Chieftain - ACGS

Immediate Past Chieftain Lois Ann Garlitz  
with Dr. Joseph Morrow, Lord Lyon King of 
Arms in his role as Episcopalian priest
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1.  You've been interviewed and have 
written several articles about clans, 
clanship and MacGregor, in particular, 
over the years.  Do you have an 
overarching statement about what it 
means to be a member of Clan Gregor? 

Clan Gregor, in various guises, has been at 
the centre of all the big events of Scottish 
history and the evolution of the clan network 
since 1400 approx. The big feud between 
the Campbells, primarily of Breadalbane, 
and Clan Gregor was central to the 
activities of the clan. Whilst we were 
proscribed in 1603 by the Stuart King 
James VI of Scotland (who later became 
King James I of England), it is a curious fact 
that we supported the restoration of his 
grandson Charles II in 1660. Despite 
proscriptions, throughout the subsequent 
Jacobite uprisings we were ‘out’ in formed 
bodies of men at all five uprisings, and 
had other positions in Prince Charles’ 
military suite.  In the post Jacobite era 
the clan played a central role in what is 
c a l l e d t h e H i g h l a n d R e v i v a l , 
suppo r t i ng S i r Wa l t e r Sco t t ’ s 
extravaganza in Edinburgh in 1822. 
The clan developed its own piping 
school on Loch Tay, and formed one of 
the first societies in 1822. We were 
prominent in the Victorian era with 
Miss Amelia Macgregor being the 
Queen’s genealogical advisor and 
‘enabler’ of all the Queen’s highland 
projects, and long journeys throughout 
the highlands. 

ACGS was one of the first clan 
societies to be founded in the USA in 

1909, and one of the first to visit Scotland as 
a group in the 1960s and 1970s. They were 
at the forefront of the new phenomenon of 
clansmen and their families returning to their 
country of origin. The story of clan Gregor 
outwith Scotland has yet to be properly told. 

Many of the old romantic names and titles are 
ascribed to Clan Gregor. ‘Gregor of the 
Golden Bridles’, ‘The Arrow of Glenlyon’, 
‘Duncan Ladasach’, ‘Black John of the Coat 
of Mail’, ‘ The children of the Mist’, 'Gregor 
Glun dhu', 'the white toothed falcon’, Rob 
Roy. These people were real and not from 
some myth laden past. 

Clan Gregor has a rich and colourful history. 
Despite proscriptions, and conflict with very 
powerful men (Argyll, Breadlabane, and the 
King) it was the clan that refused to die. 
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2.  What's your favorite part of being the 
Chief? 

Meeting clansmen and their families in 
Scotland and overseas. 

3.   In 2014, you appeared in an article in 
Scotland Now titled, “Sir Malcolm 
MacGregor of MacGregor on life as a 
modern-day Clan Chief”.  Therein, you 
mentioned that it wasn't until you 
actually inherited the title, that you 
realized how much "work" went into 
being the Clan Chief.  How much time do 
y o u s p e n d o n " o f fi c i a l 
MacGregor business" as 
opposed to “other things you 
like to do”?  

A lot of time is spent on official 
Macgregor business such as 
this article - somewhere around 
40-50%. But it is important as it 
is to do with people. 

4.    In 2009, you appeared in an 
article in The Independent titled “All 
hail the chiefs: The unlikely leaders of 
Scotland’s modern clans,” in which you 
stated, “I was an Army Major for 17 years 
and have been in lots of scrapes…” Can 
you describe one of those scrapes?   

The riots in Belfast at the time of the IRA 
hunger strikes.

5.  Also, in that article, your byline is 
“Major Sir Malcolm MacGregor.”  Do you 
still use the title of Major in any 
capacity? 

Not unless it is connected to the military. 

6.  According to the press, your father 
was quite an interesting person - what 
we Americans might call a "firecracker."  
What's your favorite memory of him?

Being on horseback at the Queen’s Birthday 
Parade in London, in full uniform of the 
Scots Guards. 

7.  Dr. Bruce Durie, author of Scottish 
Genealogy, said that he worked with you 
while writing that book.  Is genealogy a 
hobby/interest/passion of yours?

It is an interest as genealogy is very much 
part of clan society business.

8.  How did you decide to 
special ize in landscape 
photography? 

A long story - but it began in the 
Sultanate of Oman, which at the 

time, 2001, had one of the last 
wilderness areas in the world - viz 

the Empty Quarter desert, the 
mountains and miles of pristine 

coastline. [pictured on final page] 

9.  What is your favorite food? 

Venison.

10.  What is your favorite book? 

The Snow Leopard by Peter Mathiessen 
and A River Runs Through It by Norman 
Maclean.

Many thanks to Sir 
Malcolm!

http://www.scotlandnow.dailyrecord.co.uk/lifestyle/heritage/sir-malcolm-macgregor-macgregor-life-3687555
http://www.scotlandnow.dailyrecord.co.uk/lifestyle/heritage/sir-malcolm-macgregor-macgregor-life-3687555
http://www.scotlandnow.dailyrecord.co.uk/lifestyle/heritage/sir-malcolm-macgregor-macgregor-life-3687555
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/this-britain/all-hail-the-chiefs-the-unlikely-leaders-of-scotlands-modern-clans-1749291.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/this-britain/all-hail-the-chiefs-the-unlikely-leaders-of-scotlands-modern-clans-1749291.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/this-britain/all-hail-the-chiefs-the-unlikely-leaders-of-scotlands-modern-clans-1749291.html
http://a.co/2v7Jw6Z
http://a.co/2v7Jw6Z
http://www.scotlandnow.dailyrecord.co.uk/lifestyle/heritage/sir-malcolm-macgregor-macgregor-life-3687555
http://www.scotlandnow.dailyrecord.co.uk/lifestyle/heritage/sir-malcolm-macgregor-macgregor-life-3687555
http://www.scotlandnow.dailyrecord.co.uk/lifestyle/heritage/sir-malcolm-macgregor-macgregor-life-3687555
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/this-britain/all-hail-the-chiefs-the-unlikely-leaders-of-scotlands-modern-clans-1749291.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/this-britain/all-hail-the-chiefs-the-unlikely-leaders-of-scotlands-modern-clans-1749291.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/this-britain/all-hail-the-chiefs-the-unlikely-leaders-of-scotlands-modern-clans-1749291.html
http://a.co/2v7Jw6Z
http://a.co/2v7Jw6Z
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Michael McGregor, 
ADC South Carolina
3rd Saltwater Highland Games & 
Heritage Festival in North Myrtle Beach, 
SC, on March 24- 25.  

Friday afternoon set-up was little work 
due to the forecasted rain for the night, 
which it did.  Saturday morning, I 
completed set-up and hoped for no 
more rain.  The temperature was 40 
degrees and even with wool clothes 
and a wind-breaker jacket, I was very 
cold.  So cold, in fact, that I decided not 
to attend on Sunday.  On Saturday 
alone, fourteen guests signed into the 
booth.

13th Gallabrae (Greenville Scottish Games) - Parade, at 
Furman University in downtown Greenville on May 25-26.  
Bruce Whyte assisted me at this event.  Friday afternoon set-
up was little work due to the forecasted rain for the night, which 
it did.  We did not walk in the parade Friday evening.  

On Saturday morning, I completed ‘minimal’ set-up due to the 
forecasted rain all day.  For the first time in the history of these 
Games on Saturday, it did rain, one heavy sprinkle.  Otherwise 
it was hot and muggy all day.  We had eleven visitors signing 
into our booth.

Greenville Scottish Games

A young man and his 
grandmother watching the 
parade.
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Mark Beach, 
ADC New Mexico
 
Rio Grande Valley Celtic Festival & 
Games at the Baloon Festival Park in 
Alburquerque, NM on May 19-20. 

This event was excellent this year! The 
weather was outstanding and the 
people came in droves. Clan Gregor 
was once again busy with visitors all 
weekend. The Albuquerque folks really 
love the Macgregors! It was a special 
treat this year to have our Chieftain 
Randy Walker and his wife Teresa in 
the tent on Saturday as well as my 
regular tent partners Don Atchinson, 
Kurt Whyte  and his son Kristian, and 
my granddaughter Kaydence Lopez.

Kurt Whyte, Don Atchison, Chieftain 
Randy Walker and ADC Mark Beach

Peter Gregg, Ranking Deputy Chieftain and 
ADC, Pennsylvania
The Fairhill Highland Games at the Fairhill Race Track in 
Elkton, MD on  May 19.  

It was wet and 
rainy all day. We 
h a d v e r y f e w 
visitors at our tent 
but it was still a 
good day. I used 
m y r a i n y d a y 
setup so that I 
wouldn’t damage 
my displays.

John Gregg, brother of 
RDC Peter Gregg
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Adrienne Tomkins, ADC Northern California
Woodland Celtic Games and Festival at the Yolo County Fairgrounds in Woodland, CA on April 28-29. This 
was an amazingly awesome event, with a TON of visitors.  At Sunday’s parade, there were more MacGregor 
attendees than any other clan (including the ones who were holding their AGMs!) Additionally, we made the 
front page of the local newspaper Sunday morning, with a photo from Saturday’s parade.  (pictured next 
page).  

Our AMAZING turnout at the parade on 
Sunday.  Note the gentleman with the red 
beard - he won the beard contest! 

Tent visitors Scott Curtis with family Jennifer, 
Brevin (10) and Kylie (7),  are known as Team 
Curtis when they train Gracie Jiu-Jitsu together. 
According to Scott, “Team Curtis trains together, 
not because it is easy, but because it is hard.” An 
interesting fact:  The Gracie Jiu-Jitsu Family, who 
created the UFC, are descendants of Scotland.
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Mother Lode Highland Games at the Amador County Fairgrounds in Plymouth, CA on June 9-10.

This was a smaller event without a large turnout, but I am proud to support the Mother Lode Scots 
group by representing my clan at their 3rd annual event. 

My daughter, Junior ACGS 
member Evelyn Tomkins, was 
my co-convener.  She spent 
most of her time at the tents for 
the St . Andrews Gui ld , a 
historical reenactment society 
focusing on Mary, Queen of 
Scots’ progress throughout 
Scotland in 1562 upon her return 
to Scot land f rom France.  
Evelyn is bound and determined 
to join the Guild so I have a lot of 
work to do between now and the 
Monterey Highland Festival in 
beautiful Monterey, CA on 
August 4-5!

CLANS RAISE FLAGS AT 
FAIRGROUNDS DURING WOODLAND 

CELTIC GAMES & FESTIVAL 

Members of the St. Andrews Guild (including 
“Mary, Queen of Scots” herself) at our tent 
with me and my daughter Evelyn.

http://www.dailydemocrat.com/events/20180428/clans-raise-flags-at-fairgrounds-during-woodland-celtic-games-amp-festival
http://www.dailydemocrat.com/events/20180428/clans-raise-flags-at-fairgrounds-during-woodland-celtic-games-amp-festival
http://www.dailydemocrat.com/events/20180428/clans-raise-flags-at-fairgrounds-during-woodland-celtic-games-amp-festival
http://www.dailydemocrat.com/events/20180428/clans-raise-flags-at-fairgrounds-during-woodland-celtic-games-amp-festival
http://www.dailydemocrat.com/events/20180428/clans-raise-flags-at-fairgrounds-during-woodland-celtic-games-amp-festival
http://www.dailydemocrat.com/events/20180428/clans-raise-flags-at-fairgrounds-during-woodland-celtic-games-amp-festival
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Thad Osbourne, ADC 
Tennessee (East)  

Smoky Mt. Scottish Festival 
& Games, a t Maryv i l le 
College in Maryville, TN on 
May 19-20. The Smoky 
Mountain Scottish Festival 
and Highland Games took 
place May 19-20 for the 
eighth year on the campus of 
historic Maryville College, “in 
the foothills of the Smokies.”  
T h e S m o k y M o u n t a i n 
H i g h l a n d G a m e s a r e 
successor to the Gatlinburg 
Scott ish Fest ival which 
began in 1981.  

Our American Clan Gregor 
Society has had a continuous presence here 
since the beginning.

A hard downpour the Friday afternoon dampened 
the field, but had little   effect on Saturday or 
Sunday attendance. The MacGregors were on 
the front row of clans again, close to one of the 
music tents. 

Rob Young, ADC Mississippi &  Louisiana 

Attended the Hattiesburg Highland Games, in 
Hattiesburg, MS on April 28.  This was a small event 
held by the local Crossfit chapter.  

Dr. Clark Fritze, ADC Texas  

San Antonio Games in April.  Saturday was 
near Arctic conditions while Sunday was 
somewhat better. Unfortunately I was 
unable to attend as I was recovering from 
not only Oral Surgery but a torn Rotator 
Cuff.  The only upcoming event here in 
South Texas is the Kerr County Celtic 
Festival the first weekend in October. Clan 
tent will be open both days and hopefully 
the weather will co-operate.  That's it from 
The Republic of Texas!
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Jeanne Lehr, ADC Missouri (East).  

The Missouri Tartan Day 
F e s t i v a l i n S a i n t e 
Genevieve, MO on April 7-8.  
Sainte Genevieve is about 
one hour south of St Louis 
on the Mississippi River.  
This was the first annual 
Missouri Tartan Day Festival 
t o b e h e l d i n S a i n t e 

Genevieve and there is intended to be another Tartan Day 
festival scheduled for next year.

I drove up late morning on Friday accompanied by two very 
good friends in order to set up the ACGS tent.  Upon arriving, 
I was informed that Clan Gregor would be the honored clan 
for the weekend!  ADC Kay Britt - Kentucky and her 
husband joined me Saturday afternoon and again Sunday 
morning.

As Honored Clan, I was the first clan behind the color guard 
and the pipe band for the parade through town.  I also was 
the first clan in the calling of the clans and the first clan to 
follow the piper after the calling of the clans to the venue in 
town where the Ceilidh was held.  

The attendance was very light.  The gate count for Saturday 
was about 1500 people.  
Seven people signed 
the guest register book 
on Saturday.  Of those, 
5 people were given 
applications for ACGS 
membership.  Sunday 
morning there were only 
6 clan tents remaining 
for the festival; by 1pm 
m y f r i e n d s h a d 
convinced me to break 
down the tent and go 
home.  
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Bruce MacGregor Whyte - Treasurer and ADC Atlantic South (GA & FL)

Savannah Highland Games, May 5, 2018

I attended these Games and was assisted by Michael Allen McGregor, ADC South Carolina (see his 
report on Page 12).

A beautiful day, not even hot or humid, and zero no-seeums, a rarity on the SE coast. The site of the 
Games is stunningly beautiful, surrounded by “Live Oaks” draped with Spanish moss. Although somewhat 
less busy than previous years, the interest was more intense. Multiple currently non-members had 
fascinating stories to tell.

The grandfather of one came out to NC in the 1790’s as a brick layer hired by the contractor building the 
University of Georgia (UGA). This brick layer helped build the first brick building at UGA. It is still there and 
used and is known as “Old College”. Quite imaginative really!

We learned of Air Vice-Marshall Andrew 
MacGregor, CB, CBE, DFC, OLM (USA), 
COC (Belgium). He was a decorated World 
War I, Ace fighter pilot credited with 6 “kills” 
while in the British Air Force (RAF).

Finally, the parade of tartans was very 
different. A friend, Ron Jones joined us in our 
tent as his clan had not come apparently. So 
he and his wife, Colquhouns, decided to just 
join up with us. We agreed that he could and 
should march with us. Moreover, he was 
agreeable to carrying the MacGregor banner 
to lead us onto the field. The ACGS Coat of 
Arms followed and two Gregor tartans came 
next carried by a Gregor and a Colquhoun. We 
found his clan people had arrived just before 
we marched, but he rebuffed their invitations 
and continued with Gregor. Of course they 
wanted to know what was going on. We left 
him to explain that one!! Must have done a 
good job because he and some of the clan 
came around later for a wee chat.

North East Florida Games

Attended by Bruce Whyte. Unfortunately his 
assistant was unable to attend at the last 
minute so it was solo event. But various 
Gregors, Virginia, Rebecca and Elton 
assisted during their day. Thank y’all sooooo 
much.

A lot of interest with multiple membership packets given out and one person likely to reinstate.
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Steven Argyle, ADC Utah

The 44th Annual Utah Scottish Festival and Highland 
Games on June 8-10. The ACGS was present to 
represent our clan with a tent and participation in the 
March of the Clans and the Kirkin' o' the Tartan. We 
had lots of visitors and told stories of Macgregor 
history and heritage to dozens of curious people. We 
handed out half a dozen membership applications to 
enthusiastic potential members. We were lucky 
enough to have immediate past Chieftain Lois Ann 
Garlitz come down from Wyoming to enjoy the 
festival with us. Lois Ann's grandson, Luke Garlitz, 
played in the Juvenile Utah Pipe Band which took 3rd 
Place in the bands competition.
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Janice “Kay” Britt, ADC Kentucky  
This year the games at Glasgow started off on a down 
hill note. The weather was iffy but didn't turn out too 
bad. Although we had some rain, it was the heat and 
humidity that did us in.

The numbers were down because of the heat and the 
games happened to be scheduled the same time as 
the state wide yard sale. We managed to have a great 
time any way. There were around thirty clans in 
attendance setting up along with several Societies. 

This year Clan Burnett was the 2018 Chief of the 
Games. Sir James Burnett of Leys was in 
attendance with his lovey wife Fiona. 

The honored Clan of the year was Clan 
MacKenzie and the honored Society 
was the Scottish Society of Louisville.

The 2018 year was great for the lady 

athletes. They managed to set 
three new world records one being 
in the hammer throw.

Richard and Reta Greer came out 
and spent the day with us. We 
visited with many old friends and 
made just as many new ones. 

During the day a young gentleman, 
by the name of Bryce Bonher, 
  visited with us dressed in leather 

from head to toe in an outfit he hand tooled himself. It 
was a magnificent outfit. His workmanship was out of 
this world. He has a great future in leather works.

The entertainers this year was headed by Colin Grant-
Adams along with Barrenheart, Father, Son and 
Friends. A new group joined them in the festivities 
called The Tanner hill Weaver and one that fit into every 
age group called Tuatha Dea from the Appalachian 
Mountain area. Their music was great. They played the 
old Celtic favorites along with Rock number of the ages.

In a few weeks I will travel to Beaver Dam Kentucky for 
first time music festival hosted by Colin Grant -Adams.
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ACGS Facebook page member Malia Skinner posted on April 21, 
“Tomorrow, our town (Great Falls, MT) has an annual race called the Ice 
Breaker with 5 mile, 3 mile, and 1 mile races.  

My grandfather has run nearly every 3-mile race since the event began. 

Tomorrow, I will continue the tradition with my grandfather, and I will run the 
3-mile wearing my kilt every year till I’m dead,  because I’m proud to be a 
MacGregor.  So to my Clan Family, every Ice Breaker race is dedicated to 
you!

Miley Ready, Malia Skinner, Lyle Skinner, Paul Skinner

https://www.facebook.com/groups/933695870031594
https://www.facebook.com/groups/933695870031594
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This is a digital image of an article published in the 
Twin Falls News (in Twin Falls, ID) on July 14, 1922, 
Vol 5, No 81, P 6, Col 6. 
Retrieved from www.genealogybank.com.
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This past December, the Council voted to 
create a Genealogy Committee to assist 
these Provisional Members with the formal 
application process. The Committee members 
are highly experienced and competent 
genealogists.  At this time, the Committee 
consists of a Chair, Adrienne Tomkins (also 
current Ardchoille editor and ADC of Northern 
California), and two research assistants:  
Jeanne Lehr (our current Registrar and ADC 
for Missouri East) and Lois Ann Garlitz (our 
Immediate Past Chieftain).  
The Committee will provide pro-bono 
assistance to Provisional Members in locating 
their genealogical connection to Clan Gregor.  
As volunteers, the Committee must place 
certain limits on the amount of assistance we 
can provide.  These limits will be determined 
by the Chair on a case-by-case basis 
depending on the complexity of the project.  If 
we cannot completely “solve the case” in the 
allotted time, the Committee will provide 
recommendations for further research.  

DID YE KEN?  

(DID YOU KNOW?) 
“The exposed portion of the Earth’s crust 
that is now Scotland was once part of the 
North American landmass. Many millions 
of years ago, it broke away and drifted 
east, the Atlantic Ocean opening up 
behind it.” 
  — Scottish Miscellany by Jonathan 
Green

QUARTERLY BOOK 
REPORT 

BY RANDY WALKER 

The MacGregor Tri logy: MacGregor ’s 
Gathering, The Clansman, Gold for Prince 
Charlie by Nigel Tranter.
This is a book of historical fiction that tells the 
story of Rob Roy MacGregor and his nephew 
Gregor. A good, fun read. Nigel Tranter (1909 
-2000) wrote a number of historical novels 
about Scotland as well as Westerns and 
children’s books. Available on Amazon.

The ADC in the great state of South Carolina  
is seeking   assistance from other ACGS 
members with the Clan Tent, set up and take 
down, plus giving him a hand during the 
various games he participates in. If you ever 
wanted to get some "on the job" training to 
be an ADC this is a good way to begin. If 
interested contact: 

 michaelalemcgregor@gmail.com  

VOLUNTEER 
NEEDED

NEW GENEALOGY 
COMMITTEE!  

Do you love genealogy? 

 Do you have a question about your 
MacGregor (or other!) lineage?  

Send your queries to Adrienne Tomkins 
at californian@acgsus.org for inclusion in 

The Ardchoille! 

mailto:michaelalemcgregor@gmail.com
mailto:michaelalemcgregor@gmail.com
mailto:californian@acgsus.org
mailto:californian@acgsus.org
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MACGREGOR PLACE NAMES

CAN 
YOU 
FIND 
THEM 
ALL?
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PETER 

GREGG
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