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Newsletter of the American Clan Gregor Society

From
the Desk of the Chieftain
by Lois Ann Garlitz
What Did You Do on Your Summer Vacation?
For Utah MacGregors, our games season began the second weekend in June, with our
honoured guest, Dr. Joseph Morrow, Lord Lyon, King of Arms in Scotland, here to present the
Utah Scottish Association with their own corporate Grant of Arms. As the large poster was
unveiled at the opening ceremonies, the shield of the arms featured a beehive, a Utah state
emblem representing the state’s motto of Industry, and above the helm – two flowers - a Scottish
thistle and Utah’s state flower, a sego lily.
Dr. Morrow was an engaging ambassador for his office, often seen visiting clan tents, posing for
photos wherever he stopped, and engaged in numerous discussions with visitors at the Society
of Scottish Armigers’ tent regarding his duties as Scotland’s
highest legal officer. Fine Scottish weather with off and on
rain did not dampen the spirit of the crowd.
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Social media, specifically the ACGS Facebook page, has become quite an asset for
our members to stay up to date with other members’ society related activities. A couple
of weeks before an event, Area Deputy Chieftains have been posting a photo and/or
link to their upcoming games. Then day of their games, here come the smart phone
images of MacGregors together having fun and representing us as a society and as
clansmen and women.
July found many MacGregors and their families and friends gathering near Linville, NC
for the famous Grandfather Mountain Highland Games (more news and photos in
another location in this newsletter). Thad Osborne has been our representative there
for a number of years, along with Lillian Magruder and her daughter Elizabeth
Magruder Joiner, and in recent years assisted by Bruce and Kathy Whyte. For the
second time this year, I displayed the MacGregor pinsel flag, at the request of Sir
Malcolm MacGregor. What is a pinsel? (See separate article)
Speaking of Scottish games – golf was born in Scotland too. My cousin Douglas
McGregor’s family has been scheduling their McGregor Open golf tournament in
Montana for thirty years as their idea for a bonding family reunion experience. Since
my sister Jane has moved to Billings to be near her grandchildren, we were both
invited to come along this year. Douglas passed away a year ago, but that has not
stopped the tournament. I think everybody from the grandmother to the grandkids own
golf clubs and take this opportunity to compete quite seriously, with precise
measurements and score being kept as the traveling trophy is a prized possession.
Jane and I were but guests, however, flew the saltire flag on our golf cart. Do these
McGregors like beef? The steaks, grilled by the golf pro, nearly covered each person’s
plate.
For more information on our Society, please
The views and opinions
visit our website at:
expressed in any of the articles
within this publication are not
http://www.acgsus.org
necessarily the views or
opinions of the ACGS.
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From Across the Pond
Let’s start with our favorite lady,
Fiona Armstrong, Lady
MacGregor…
“We have been marking the
Queen’s 90th birthday this
summer – and as part of the
celebrations, the UK’s Lord
Lieutenants have had their
picture taken with Her Majesty
and the Duke of Edinburgh.
There are around one hundred
Lord Lieutenants in Britain, more
than thirty of them in Scotland.
Lady MacGregor of MacGregor
(Fiona Armstrong) is the Lord
Lieutenant of Dumfriesshire in
Image courtesy and copyright of Steve Solomons, Beaumont Photography
south-west Scotland and she is
the one in the blue suit on the
second row… The picture was taken by Beaumont Photography at St. James’s Palace in London.
A Lord Lieutenant is the Queen’s personal representative, and he or she has a range of duties. They might help to
arrange royal visits. They attend ceremonies when people are given British citizenship. They present royal telegrams to
people who reach the venerable age of 100, and cards to couples who have been married for sixty years and more. They
might attend funerals, or memorial services, on behalf of the crown and they also support charity, civic and community
events in their area.”

Flowers of the Forest
On August 10, 2016, Fanny, Lady MacGregor of MacGregor, the Mother
of our Chief, passed away peacefully at Muirton House Nursing Home,
Blairgowrie, beloved wife of the late Sir Gregor MacGregor of
MacGregor, much loved mother of Malcolm and Ninian, grandmother of
Callum and Hermione, and step grandmother of Natasha. Private
cremation, followed by a service of thanksgiving at 12 noon on Thursday,
August 18, 2016 in Newtyle Parish Church.
Donations if desired to Alzheimer Scotland, 22 Drumsheugh Gardens,
Edinburgh, Scotland EH3 7RN.
http://www.a lzscot.org/donate-to-alzheimer-scotland
Another shock for MacGregors world-wide happened Friday night, August
12, with the passing of Frank Wherret, a longtime member of Clan Gregor
Society, Scotland. Frank was secretary to the Standing Council of Scottish
Chiefs, as well as an officer in the Armstrong Trust. Any of you who have
traveled to Scotland for an annual Gathering there will remember him well.
He will be sorely missed.
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Grandfather Mountain Highland Games
Submitted by Ranking Deputy Chieftain Randy Walker (TX)

If you ever have the opportunity to go to the Games at Grandfather Mountain please take advantage of the opportunity. It
is a very special place. ACGS has hosted a clan tent at these games since the very beginning of the games. Our society
ADC with that responsibility is Thad Osborne and he has been attending these games since 1960. We have a long
history of participation at these games.
ACGS is a member of the Council of Scottish Clans and Associations. The Chairman of our Trustees, John King
Bellassai is currently the President of COSCA. COSCA was founded at Grandfather Mountain in 1976 and they have
their Annual Meeting there every year. COSCA was founded for the purpose of supporting Scottish clan organizations
and preserving Scottish heritage as it pertains to the Scottish
American Ancestral Diaspora. Our Clan Chief, Sir Malcolm
MacGregor is an advisor to COSCA and there is a very close
association between COSCA and the Standing Council of
Scottish Chiefs in Scotland.
This year's meeting was very interesting. It was held at Lees
McRae College in Banner Elk, NC. The meeting started out
with the keynote speaker, former Congressman Jim McIntyre
(D-NC) who was the co-chairman of the Friends of Scotland
Caucus in the U.S. House of Representatives from 2004-2014.
He spoke about his own Scots-Irish heritage.
Second on the list was Dr. Bruce Durie, Shennachie of
COSCA. He read an open letter from the Lord Lyon King of
Arms in Scotland and Dr. Durie talked about the Lyon's new,
expanded policies on eligibility of Scottish-Americans to petition
Lyon Court for grants of Scottish Arms.
Third up was Mr. Steve Quillin, VP of the Grandfather
Mountain Highland Games. He spoke about the games and the
success it has had over the years.

Rob Young, ADC, Mississippi, Randy Walker, RDC,
and Thad Osbourne, ADC, Tennessee and GMHG.
Image courtesy and copyright of Steve Solomons,
Beaumont Photography

After lunch there was a presentation by Mr. Keith MacGregor,
North American Representative for CGS. He presented the
latest results from the Dalriadic DNA study - The Genetic Links
Between the West Highland Clans Going Back To The Dark
Ages and the Scottish Kingdom of Dalriada, and How they Differed Genetically from the other Irish Tribes. This was very
interesting but a bit complicated as well. There were also staff from Family Tree DNA of Houston, TX who assisted with
the presentation.
The highlight of the day, at least for me was a joint presentation by Donald Maclaren of Maclaren, Chief of Clan
Maclaren and Andrew Durie, (Durie of Durie) Chief of the Name and Arms of Durie. They gave a presentation on the
difference, if any, between a Clan and A Scottish Family. Donald Maclaren represented clans and Andrew Durie
represented families. They both sit on the Standing Council of Scottish Chiefs and both are of the opinion that there is
very little difference between the two. In fact they both said that members of Scottish families are more famous than most
members of Scottish Clans. They gave a number of examples. A long day, but very informative and very interesting.
The next day we joined our MacGregor cousins at the ACGS clan tent. They made an outstanding presentation for
ACGS and Clan Gregor. We had lots of members in attendance and many visitors over the course of the 3 day event.
The weather was great, cool in the mornings and evenings and warm in the afternoons. A few short showers helped to
cool the temp.
I hope everyone is having a grand summer. Please be safe as you go.
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Area Deputy Chieftain Reports
Dr. Clark Fritze (ADC Texas):
The only thing going on down here in South Texas, besides the heat, is the upcoming games to be held October 8&9
2016. This is the second year for this event.
Kerr County Celtic Festival, Highland Dance Competition, and Scottish Highland Games, October 8&9, 2016 at The Hill
County Arts Foundation, 120 Point Theatre Rd, Ingram, Texas 78025 (www.kerrcountyceltic.com). We will have a Clan
Tent set up and be ready to corral any stray cattle that happen to be in the area!
Bruce Whyte (ADC GA and Northern FL):
A beautiful spring like day with reduced humidity and temperatures lasted the entire weekend. Bruce Whyte, ADC
Georgia and Northern Florida, hosted the ACGS tent with the more than able assistance of Thad Osborne, ADC Eastern
Tennessee. Thankfully Thad assisted as we were overwhelmed by
interested Greers, Gregorys, Griers, Magruders, MacGregors,
McDougals, McCammies and Whites
Twenty-two seriously
interested people
signed in of which
one person joined on
the spot, one took a
p r o v i s i o n a l
application, four took
lineal applications
and an additional two
want membership
applications mailed.
A successful Games we thought. Let’s see the follow up results!
Rob Young (MS & LA): I attended the Grandfather Mtn Games with Chieftain Lois and many others. It was a great
event. I will have a Clan tent at CelticFest Mississippi In Jackson, MS on 10 Sep. Also I will be at the Gulfcoast Highland
Games in Biloxi, MS on 12 Nov 16. Still trying to get a date for the Baton Rouge Games in November.
Jean (MacGregor) Simon, ACGS Council Member at Large, ADC Alabama, and Secretary, Tenn. Valley Scottish Society:

iFest, the computer name for the International Festival to be held (yearly) at UAHuntsville (University of Alabama in
Huntsville AL), in northeast Alabama, is a FREE festival that will take place Saturday, 17 September 2016, in and outside
the gymnasium of the “UAH” university whose address is at 301 Sparkman Drive, Huntsville, Alabama. For more
information about the festival, you may telephone 256-824-1000. We attended the festival for the first time last year, and
it was extremely popular and immensely attended. It is a one-day affair, with about 3,000 people expected from all over
the southeast USA to attend this year. I repeat: Saturday, 17 September 2016 morning and afternoon. Our Tennessee
Valley Scottish Society (TVSS) of Huntsville AL rented a booth there last year, and the whole gymnasium was fabulously
colorful, especially with all the plentiful, striking, international native costumes. The food and clothing vendors were
outdoors. There was even another Scottish booth rented there by some social and Scottish dance group last year. This
iFest will now be the main focus of our TVSS and of our ACGS’s representation in Huntsville AL. We do not have the
North Alabama Scottish Games & Festivals anymore. Huntsville is roughly 100 miles southwest of Chattanooga TN, and
Huntsville is also roughly 100 miles north of Birmingham AL via Route I-65. “Y’all come”! From: Jean (MacGregor)
Simon, ACGS Council Member at Large, ADC Alabama, and Secretary, Tenn. Valley Scottish Society.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: We are seeking both a Yearbook Editor and an
Assistant Webmaster. Please contact Chieftain Lois Ann Garlitz if you are interested!
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What is a Pinsel?

Submitted by ACGS Chieftain, Lois Ann Garlitz

Pinsel of MacGregor of MacGregor
In heraldry, a Pinsel is small triangular flag granted by the Lord Lyon only to Chiefs or very special chieftain-barons for
practical use to denote a person to whom the chief has delegated authority to act in his behalf on a particular occasion.
The flag is 4 feet 6 inches long by 2 feet high, with a
background of the main livery colour of the chief’s arms. On it
is depicted his crest within a strap and buckle bearing the
motto and outside the strap and buckle a circlet inscribed
with his title. On top of the circlet is set his coronet of rank or
baronial chapeau if any. In the fly is shown the plant badge
and a scroll with his slogan or motto.
Reference: “Scottish Clan and Family Encyclopedia” by George
Way of Plean and Romily Squire.

History of this MacGregor Pinsel
In 1984, at the 75th Gathering of the American Clan Gregor
Society, honored quest and our hereditary Chief at that time,
Sir Gregor MacGregor, father of current Chief Sir Malcolm
MacGregor, presented this Pinsel to ACGS Chieftain L.
Burns Magruder.
“To mark this special occasion, it gives me
great pleasure to ask your Chieftain, on behalf
of the American Clan Gregor Society, to
accept this Pinsel to be flown by your
Chieftain on appropriate occasions when he is
acting as my personal representative in the
United States.”
1984 ACGS yearbook, pg. 87

Lord Lyon with MacGregor Pinsel,
Utah, July 2016

In recent years, this pinsel has been flown on two occasions
in Utah. At the Utah Scottish Festival and Highland Games in
June 2015, Clan Gregor was the honored clan and thus ACGS Chieftain Lois Ann Garlitz was honorary Chieftain of
that event. In June 2016, the honored guest for those same games was Dr. Joseph Morrow, Lord Lyon King of Arms. In
support of the Lord Lyon’s visit, Sir Malcolm requested that his pinsel flag be flown, related to his being the Convener of
the Standing Counsel of Scottish Chiefs, and being unable to attend in person himself.
In July 2016, a similar request was made by Sir Malcolm to fly his pinsel at the Grandfather Mountain Highland Games
in North Carolina. His reasons to fly the pinsel were: acknowledgement of The MacLaren (Donald MacLaren) 50 years
as Chief, to acknowledge the relationship between Grandfather Mountain Highland Games and the Standing Council of
Scottish Chiefs, to increase awareness of ACGS’s long representation there, and in support of COSCA (Council of
Scottish Clans and Associations) caucus and annual AGM, in which he serves as an honorary Trustee. Our own Trustee,
John Bellassai is the current president of COSCA.
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One More Reminder…

by Lois Ann Garlitz

The ACGS 2016 Annual Gathering. Save these dates and the place... As we consolidate our resources for one more
year, October 7&8, 2016 at the Holiday Inn Reagan National Hotel, in Washington DC area has been chosen for another
abbreviated Gathering. Council meeting will be on Friday afternoon and AGM on Saturday, preceded by breakfast buffet
and followed by luncheon. If you live in the greater Washington DC area, we especially invite you to join us, as we will
not be back to the east coast for a Gathering for two years.
For reservations, phone 1-888-294-5059. Cut-off date to receive this rate is 9 September 2016. In order to receive the
contracted rate of $119.00 plus 13% tax ($20 less than last year), you must identify that you are part of the group
affiliation: American Clan Gregor Society. Thursday and Sunday nights will enjoy those same rates, should you wish
an extra day to see some of the sights in Washington DC via Metro or other transportation. Should you have difficulties
making these reservations, please contact me :-) 801-367-9255.
Plans are well under way for a traditional three day Gathering in September 28-30, 2017 in San Antonio, Texas. Sir
Malcolm and Lady MacGregor have been invited to be our honored guests.

Did Ye Ken?
(Did You Know?)
The luxury of stockings with
Highland Dress was adopted
c o m p a r a t i v e l y r e c e n t l y.
Highlanders originally encased
their feet in a piece of untanned
hide, cut to the shape and size of
their foot, and drawn close
together with leather thongs. In
the 18th Century the greater part
of the highland population went
barefooted.

ADC Reports, Cont.
Adrienne Tomkins (ADC, Northern California):
I have been a very busy bee this summer! I hosted a tent at the Modesto
Scottish Games in Modesto, CA on June 4-5, the inaugural Mother Lode
Highland Games in Plymouth, CA on June 18-19, and rounded out the
summer at the Monterey Scottish Games in beautiful Monterey, CA on
August 6-7. We were afraid that the Carmel fires would prevent that
event from happening, but the show went on! At each event I met many
new MacGregors (some of which, I hope, are now reading this
newsletter!) and many, MANY old friends.
Unfortunately, I will have to take the rest of the year, as well as all of
2017, “off.” A new Junior ACGS Member is cooking, and since I run the
tents all by my lonesome, I won’t be able to attend with a new bairn!
Even more unfortunately, I’ve been placed on strict bed rest for the
foreseeable future, so I will be unable to fulfill my promise to represent us
at the Dixon Highland Games, nor at the Big Trees Festival, this October.

IF YOU LIVE IN NORTHERN CALIFORNIA AND WOULD BE WILLING TO RUN A TENT, PLEASE CONTACT ME! (my
email is on the front page of this newsletter.) *ALL SUPPLIES INCLUDED, AND I WILL HELP!!!*

Quarterly Book Review
by Randy Walker
Scots-Irish Links 1575-1725, Part One and Two by David Dobson, Genealogical Publishing Company, 2002. The
movement of people between Scotland and Ireland has been a long established demographic feature. The Plantation of
Ulster, during the 17th Century was the period of maximum settlement there. Estimates vary of up to 100,000 Scots
settling permanently or temporarily in Northern Ireland at that time. Specific information about these families has been
difficult to find. The descendants of these early Scottish settlers became, in due course, the single most important ethnic
group to settle in America during the 18th Century - The Scots-Irish. The information in this book has been compiled from
primary source material located in Scotland. Available on Amazon.
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MERCHANDISE ORDER FORMS
Attention! We are
wondering if anyone
is interested in
having the ACGS
polo shirt in a
women's cut. If you
are interested,
please contact Peter
Gregg at
ardchoille1@aol.com

Space limitations prevent us from
printing these order forms at full
size in the newsletter.
Please
contact Peter Gregg at
ardchoille1@aol.com for actual
copies of the forms.
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NEWSLETTER OF
THE AMERICAN CLAN GREGOR
SOCIETY
DR. BRUCE M. WHYTE
4189 ASHBOURNE COURT, NE
ROSWELL, GA 30075-1981
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

While there's leaves in the
forest, and foam on the river,
MacGregor despite them, shall
flourish for ever!

From “MacGregor
Gathering”
Sir Walter Scott

