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Newsletter of the American Clan Gregor Society

From Across the Pond -

Waterloo Dispatch to Clans and SCSC

by Sir Malcolm MacGregor, Chief of Clan Gregor
This is to let you know that 18 June 2015 was the
200th anniversary of the battle of Waterloo, Belgium.
Without going into detail, the outcome of the battle,
like Trafalgar, shaped Europe until WW1. Hundreds
of clansmen from the Outer Hebrides to the borders
fought at Waterloo. There are many epic tales
involving the Guards, the Royal Scots Greys, the
Highland and lowland Brigades. War artists, such as
Lady Butler, came to prominence as well. Lady
Butler's painting of the charge of the Greys entitled
'Scotland forever' is perhaps the most well-known.
Sgt Ewart of the Greys, who captured the French
Eagle, was feted around Edinburgh and the borders
by Sir Walter Scott.
Frank Wherrett, SCSC secretary, has carried out
extensive research into the clan component of the
Duke's Army, painstakingly going through the
nominal role of all those who were awarded the
Waterloo Medal - some 24,000 names. The list is
topped by Clan Donald and Campbell at 175 and
150 respectively. Clan Gregor is on 35. Nearly every
clan & family name is represented, - highland,
lowland and Borderers. 19% of the Duke's Army
were Scots, from a population of 10% of UK. The
Duke of Wellington himself was of course Irish.
(cont. next For MacG/MacD addressees Wellington's chief medical officer was Sir Charles
McGrigor who created the system of casualty
evacuation as a formal logistical operation of war,
perfected in the Peninsular Campaign. He founded
the Royal Army Medical Corps. Sergeant Macgregor
was one of a band of 5 Scots/Irish soldiers and 5
English officers who successfully closed the gates at
Hougoumont Farm against a full French onslaught,
and thus turned the whole battle. Sous-Lieutenant
LeGros (that really was his name) and known as
'L'enforceur', to friend and foe, was a 6ft 6in beast of
a man from the Imperial Guard, tasked by Napoleon
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to break into the farm, by smashing down the gates
with an axe. Incredibly, he succeeded but he and his
imperial guards were overpowered. Colonel
Macdonnell (brother of the Glengarry chief)
commanded the Coldstream Guards and 3rd Foot
Guards (later Scots Guards) at Hougoumont. He
was also part of the gate group and was effectively
named 'man of the match' by the Great Duke. He
shared the accolade of being 'the bravest man in
Britain' with
Corporal James
Graham who was
INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
Scots/Irish.
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For More Clan information please
visit our website at: http://
wwwacgsus.org

The views and opinions expressed in any of
the articles within this publication are not
necessarily the views or opinions of the ACGS
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From Across the Pond, Cont.
by Sir Malcolm MacGregor, Chief of Clan Gregor
My role in the commemoration is to represent the
SCSC and the clans/families at the ceremony at
Hougoumont Farm, of the unveiling of the Monument
dedicated to the British Army that fought at Waterloo.
The ceremony will be enriched by a Guard of Honour
from the Scots Guards and the pipes and drums in
full rig. So there will be a good number of kilts
present. The planning of the event has mainly been
carried out by the Guards Division and the British
Embassy in Brussels. They have done an
extraordinary job in tracking the descendants of key
figures in the German, Belgian and Dutch
contingents of the Duke's army. Family names that
became well known in later years such as
Kielmansegg and Stauffenberg. Something of a relief
to know that the Army and our Foreign Office have
stepped up to the plate on this.
In order to keep the French under control, as they
think they won the battle, or that it was at least a
draw, there is to be a brief ceremony at the
monument involving the Duke of Wellington, Prince
Nikolas Blucher and Prince Charles Bonaparte.

service at St. Paul's Cathedral, London. The SCSC
will be represented by the Hon. Katherine Nicolson
whose ancestor, Lord Saltoun, chief of the Frasers,
commanded the 1st Foot Guards at Waterloo. The
final crushing blow at the battle was the rout of
Napoleon's Imperial Grenadier Guard by the 1st
Guards from which they later took the name
Grenadier Guards. The bearskin cap, worn by the
Imperial Guard, was subsequently adopted by the
Guards Brigade as a result, and is still worn today on
ceremonial duties.
A final point of interest from a diaspora perspective.
Most of the accommodation around Brussels is fully
booked up not by the British, but by Americans and
Canadians who are descendants of those who
fought in the Duke's Army. Indeed there is an
American arm of the Hougoumont restoration project
team.
I look forward to meeting Lord Uxbridge with or
without his ancestor's leg.
Best wishes,

There are other events taking place in Scotland in
Edinburgh, the borders and Drumlanrig Castle, which
are being covered by the bold Lady MacGregor and
Border TV. Additionally there is a commemorative

Malcolm

Hear Ye, Hear Ye
Now is the time for ACGS members to nominate a fellow ACGS member for the outstanding

work they have done for the Society. Many times we have members that do a lot of work
behind the scenes that do not get recognized. Now is the chance to nominate that person so
they can be recognized at this year's annual Gathering.

Give the person's name and a brief description of why that person should be recognized by

explaining what they have done for ACGS. Be sure to mail your nomination to: Maggie
Sanderfield, P.O. Box 262, Athens, IL 62613 by SEPT. 10, 2015.

Email to: sandy300@att.net.
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From the Desk of the Chieftain
by Lois Ann Garlitz
"The strength of our organization
is evident when we are able to be
in many places at once, telling the
MacGregor story. Despite them!”
is a quote from our well-loved
past Chieftain Thad Osborne. As
our Area Deputies report in, we
can see that we are well on the
way to embracing the next
generation of dedicated officials
for our society.
Reflecting on the news of our own
society this summer, in the midst
of Scottish festivals and highland
games season, to quote Randy Walker, our Ranking
Deputy Chieftain, “we have nine new Area Deputy
Chieftains. They are younger than in the past, smart,
lots of energy and only want to do the best job
possible to represent our society and tell the story of
Clan Gregor.” Because their “area” probably includes
a neighboring state or two, each of the lower 48
United States now has a local representative to
assist any member, as well as host for at least one
Clan Gregor booth at an event within their area.
“So far the feedback has all been positive, not only
from the new ADCs but the older ones as well. All of
the new ADCs have been outfitted with new banners
(several purchased their own) that display the ACGS
Arms, and say Clan Gregor. Underneath Clan Gregor
it says American Clan Gregor Society, Est. 1909.
These banners are attractive, stand out and establish
"our brand" as a society at the various events where
we are present.
The council has also increased the amount of
reimbursement that is available to each of them that
will help defray at least part of their expenses, not
just the clan tent rental as in the past. I believe part
of the solution, over time, is to put forward the very
best that our society has to offer in the way of ADCs,
properly prepared, instructed, and equipped to do
what we are asking them to do. In addition our
society must provide them the best in the way of

support. I think we are well on the way to doing
that.”
A reminder - Our Gathering 2015 is being held
near Reagan National Airport in Washington DC
area at the Holiday Inn National Airport/Crystal
City with a one night stay on Friday, October 2,
2015. The Council meeting will be held 2-5 PM
on Friday and AGM Saturday morning at 9AM.
Reserve your room now by calling 1(888)
294-5059 before 2 September 2015. To assure
that you will receive the contracted rate of $139
plus 13% tax per room, you must identify your
affiliation with the American Clan Gregor Society.
The contracted room rate is good for Friday,
Saturday & Sunday.
News from Grandfather Mountain Highland Games
2015 - a Clan Memorial Stones project has been
initiated. Since the American Clan Gregor Society
has had a presence there for 55 continuous years of
service to the Scottish culture in that area, Thad and
several others of us feel strongly about contributing
toward the $1,000 cost of each society’s granite 24
inch square stone. Our patronage has helped
perpetuate Scottish heritage in the South as well as
providing college scholarship assistance to worthy
students from Avery County. Many of us have
wonderful memories of these Games; this is a
chance to “set them in stone.” A special fund has
been created by our Trustees within the ACGS C&E
Fund to receive donations. Please send your
contribution to our Treasurer, Bruce Whyte, and earmark it for the Grandfather Mountain Highland
Games Clan Memorial Stones Project. To view an
artist’s rendition, go to website http://www.gmhg.org/
Clan%20Memorial%20Stones.pdf
One more thought, if you have a wish to be a part of
this next generation of dedicated officials on our
team to contribute to our growth as a lineage-based/
heritage preservation society, or just have ideas to
share, please contact me.
Respectfully submitted, Lois Ann Garlitz
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Area Deputy Chieftain Reports
Adrienne Tomkins (Northern
California): I participated in the
East Bay Scots Assn's 18th Annual
Tartan Day Scottish Faire at
Historic Ardenwood Park in
Fremont, CA. This was a fairly
small event, with only about five
clans represented and
approximately 12 vendors.
Janice Britt (Kentucky): The date H o w e v e r t h e r e w e r e s o m e
for this years Glasgow HigGlasgow, Highland Games, a living history
Kentucky highland games was one exhibit, and lots of MacGregors!
of the best games we've had in
years. This, my first time as a ADC, I also represented ACGS at the
it couldn't have been better. We had Modesto Scottish Games and
over 40 to sign our registration book
and at least 10 asked for
membership forms. Even with the
storms passing over we still were
success. For the first time that I
know of the clan was represented in
the competition. Although he didn't
win he did make himself known and
will return to win next time. So lets
give a shout out to Terry Dillon for a
good try. The gentleman is my
husband Mike Britt and our friend Celtic Festival on June 6, 2015, in
Carol. Third picture is my cousin Jeff Modesto California. The games
Greer and his daughter. Soon to be were wonderful, and the booth was
a huge success. Thank you VERY
new members.
MUCH to the St. Andrew’s Society
Our next trip is to Grandfather of Modesto for hosting this event at
Mountain to help Thad Osborne and the Tuolomne River Park.
others with their tent. In September
we have two highland games we'll I also attended the Monterey
be attending. Nashville will be H i g h l a n d G a m e s a n d C e l t i c
hosting their first games in years at Festival on August 1-2. What a
the Hermitage, just off I40. The great weekend!
Middle Tennessee Highland games. Next up is the 150th Annual
The date is Sept. 12th. Then the Highland Gathering and Games in
following week end Murray Highland Pleasanton, CA over Labor Day
Festival in Murray, Kentucky. We Weekend.
This is the biggest
would be honored to have all come Highland Games event west of the
out and join us in Murray.
Mississippi River. I can't wait!

Randy Walker (Texas) I am back
from the Scottish Games in
Arlington, TX. It was a total disaster.
On Saturday we had thunder
showers with some stunning lighting
shows off and on all day. I only had
8 people visit our tent. Then when
we got up on Sunday morning we
were in the middle of a very intense
storm with lighting strikes in 3 to 4
places at the same time. We decided
to just pack up and return to San
Antonio. Everyone else at the games
had the same idea. By the
time we got everything in the
back of our SUV we were
soaked and everything else
was too for the most part.
We drove in heavy rain
from 9:30am to 11:30am.
But we got home safely.
Mary Stradley (Virginia):
Labor Day Weekend is the
Virginia Scottish and
Festival. The dates are September
5th and 6th 2015. It starts at 9:00 am
to 6:00 each day. Saturday they
have a concert from 6:00-8:00. It is si
held at 5089 Old Tavern Road, the
Plains Va. two day admissions is
$30.00 for two days. These Games
are great and our Pipe Band will be
there Sunday.
The Alexandria Christmas Walk and
Weekend is December 4-6th. The
Parade is at 11:00 am in Old Town
Alexandria? Lots of and fellowship.
We will be marching in it.
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Area Deputy Chieftain Reports Cont.
Mark Beach (New Mexico/Arizona): In April of
2014 I attended the Las Vegas Celtic festival at
Floyd Lamb state park. It is about 25 miles north of
the Vegas strip and has quite the history as a get
away place for the Hollywood starlets during the
heyday of Las Vegas. I was accompanied by our
Chieftain, Lois Ann Garlitz and we had a great time.
The weather was awesome and the event was
attended by a great many people.
In May I attended the Rio Grande Celtic festival and
Highland games in Albuquerque New Mexico. This
is a fairly large event and is always well attended.

We have several MacGregors in Albuquerque and
they stop by throughout the day. We have a dinner
together on Sat. night. It was a great time.
In October I was at my home games in Aztec New
Mexico. It is a somewhat small venue but in a perfect
setting and always draws headline bands. We had the
regional championship games here in 2014. The
event grows each year and was 4 years old this year.
We usually have great weather and attract people
from all over the state and Colorado. The MacGregor
tent seems to be one of if not the favorite of everyone
and is always well attended.

Thad Osborne (North Carolina): We are delighted to send
this preliminary report from the Grandfather Mountain Highland
Games in Linville, North Carolina, the “Balcony of the Blue
Ridge.”

Activities for Autumn

At the torchlight ceremony on Thursday night, Warren Porter
from Minnesota proclaimed the MacGregors present. It was a
pleasure to have Warrren and Judy with us. The Games
proper continued on Friday with several visitors to the tent.
Member John Bellassai from Washington, D.C., was at
Grandfather Mountain on behalf of the Council of Scottish Clan
Associations, and we congratulate John for taking a leadership
role in this group. On Sunday, John gave a very good report to
members of COSCA about its work. Treasurer Dr. Bruce Whyte, Kentucky deputy Kay Britt and husband
Michael, former Trustee Lilian Magruder, Elizabeth Joiner, and five others including yours truly helped staff the
tent.
On Sunday, twelve MacGregors marched in the parade of Tartans, a recent record. A mid-afternoon shower
brought everything to conclusion. Over 60 people visited our tent, and about ten provisional membership
applications were distributed. It was a great time to be together and to tell the MacGregor story. Good weather
and many hands helped us make a good presentation.
Lois Ann Garlitz (Utah): Enjoyed a lovely weekend
as their Chieftain of the Games at Utah Scottish
Festival and Highland Games at Thanksgiving Point
in Lehi, Utah. An additional honor was being asked
by the Chief of Clan Gregor Sir Malcolm MacGregor
to fly his Pinsel flag as his personal representative
in the US. What is a Pinsel? In heraldry, a Pinsel is
small triangular flag granted by the Lord Lyon King
of Arms Scotland only to Chiefs or very special
chieftain-barons for practical use to denote a person
to whom the Chief has delegated authority to act in
his behalf on a particular occasion. This MacGregor
Pinsel was presented to the American Clan Gregor

Society decades ago
by Sir Malcolm’s father
Sir Gregor MacGregor."
T h e fl a g b e a r e r i s
Steven Argyle, one of
my right-hand hosts at
the MacGregor tent.
Some of you may
remember our past
Chaplain (in the black
shirt), Dodd Greer.
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Fourth Annual Scottish Caucus Meeting
the History of Scottish Literature, the Vikings (Northmen),
the Border Clans (presented by Lady MacGregor), and
much more.
Not a minute was wasted. Our days started early and
ended late. For many of us it included a wee dram of the
water of life.

Our Chieftain, Lois Ann Garlitz, Chairman of the ACGS
Trustees, John Bellassai, Treasurer, Dr. Bruce Whyte,
my wife and I just returned from the 4th Annual Caucus
of the Council of Scottish Clans and Associations. This
meeting was held at Historic Rural Hill, NC in conjunction
with the Highland Games at Lake Norman. We are all
members of COSCA as well as ACGS as a society.
Also attending and presenting on a variety of subjects
associated with Scottish Heritage were:
•
The Reverend Canon Dr. Joseph John Morrow
CStJ, the current Lord Lyon King of Arms. He has also
served as the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
Scotland in addition to many other high level positions.
•
Sir Malcolm MacGregor of MacGregor, Chief of
Clan Gregor and Convener of the Standing Council of
Scottish Chiefs along with Lady Fiona Armstrong
MacGregor.
•
Lord Andrew Morrison, 3d Viscount Dunrossel and
Honorary British Consul to San Antonio, Texas. Andrew
also sits on the Standing Council of Scottish Chiefs
standing in for his cousin who is Chief of Clan Morrison.
•
Dr. Bruce Drurie, PhD, Shennachie to the Chief of
Drurie and Shennachie to COSCA who is most likely the
finest Scottish Genealogist today.
•
Professor Donna Heddle, Director of The Centre for
Nordic Studies, Orkney and Shetland College, University
of the Highlands & Islands.
•
Dr. Thor Ewing, Medieval Celtic & viking Scholar.
•
Dr. Michael Newton, Celtic and Gaelic Scholar.
We were able to have lunch with the Lord Lyon, a meet
and greet with all of the above, dinner twice with Sir
Malcolm and Lady MacGregor and we met many other
members of COSCA from all over the United States and
Canada. We were also able to attend the Highland
Games at Lake Norman. These are quite large with a
significant number of clan societies in attendance.
We were able to attend seminars on Scottish Genealogy,

There are several significant items that you need to be
aware of:
Sir Malcolm stated clearly once again, that ACGS and it's
Chieftain are his official representatives in the United
States. Why is that important? It means that all of us who
are the public face of our society are also the personal
representatives of our Chief. As we participate in various
Scottish Heritage Events we must remember that
everything we say and do will reflect in some way, not only
on ourselves, but our society and Sir Malcolm MacGregor,
Chief of Clan Gregor and his Lady.
John Bellassai who is Vice President of COSCA was
elected President of the organization until another
president can be elected due to the present president
stepping down. Three cheers for John.
In 1997 ACGS held their Annual Gathering in San Antonio,
TX. There were about 145 people attending. The planning
has begun for another Gathering in San Antonio to be held
in 2017. I wanted to give everyone a heads up about this
so that you can begin thinking about attending if at all
possible. I think it would be fantastic if every one of our
Area Deputy Chieftains were able to attend this event. That
would be quite a site, all of you, in tartan, meeting one
another and getting to know other members of ACGS.
Plus...who knows who else might show up.
I will be sending you a series of papers on a variety of
things Scottish and MacGregor that I hope will allow you to
be better prepared as you represent Clan Gregor and
ACGS. One of the items that I hope to be able to obtain for
all of you is a searchable CD, The History of The Clan
Gregor, by Amelia Georgiana Murray MacGregor, who was
Vice President of the Society in Scotland in 1898. She was
Sir Malcolm's aunt as I understand it.
Regards,
Randy
Walker
RDC
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South's Oldest Highland Games Announces Campaign:
The Grandfather Mountain Highland Games has unveiled a project to improve its grounds and
recognize the many clans who have supported them over its sixty years of history. For a onetime gift of one thousand dollars, the name of a sponsoring clan or society will be cut on a
paving stone to be set inside the main gate on McRae Meadow, the permanent home of the
Games on Grandfather Mountain. The array of stones will become a conspicuous fixture, just
as the memorial cairn, the “Preaching Rock,” and the “Ceud
Mille Failte” arch are.

Searching
Librarian

for

a

One of our quite valuable assets as
a lineage-based, historical
preservation society is our archives,
currently housed in the Langsdale
Library’s Special Collections at the
University of Baltimore. The
position of ACGS Librarian, our
liaison with Special Collections, is
currently vacant and the Council is
searching for member volunteer to
fill that vital role. Because of its
location and the expectation that our
Librarian will visit these archives
from time-to-time, it is suggested
that a new Librarian live within easy
travel distance of Baltimore. If you
would like more detail, please
contact Lois Ann Garlitz
loisann@burgoyne.com or contact
Chairman of the Nominations
Committee Keith D. Gregg, via
email at greggclan@hotmail.com.

As was mentioned in the Chieftain’s article, the American
Clan Gregor Society has been a sponsor of these Games
for fifty-five continuous years. Many of us have wonderful
memories of these Games; this is a chance to “set them in
stone.”
Members who wish to donate may do so in increments of
$25, giving more persons an opportunity to participate.
Donors will be acknowledged on a first come, first served
basis. You may donate via PayPal on our website’s Online
Store or mail your check to our Treasurer Bruce Whyte,
4189 Ashbourne Court, NE, Roswell, GA 30075-1981.
Donations will be accepted by Bruce until our Gathering in
Washington DC area, on 2 October 2015. If donations by
that time exceed the needed one thousand dollars, the
excess will stay in the C&E Fund for some future use.

DID YE KEN? (Did You Know)?
By Randy Walker – RDC
That Adam Smith, a Scot, wrote “The Wealth of Nations”,
published in 1776. The first edition sold out in six months and it
has never been out of print to this day.

Quarterly Book Review by Randy Walker
TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH: SCOTLAND’S DIASPORA, 1750 – 2010
by Sir Thomas Martin Devine.
Sir Thomas Devine is a Scottish academic historian. His main research interest is the history of Scotland
since 1600 and its global connections and impact.
This book is part of his trilogy on Scottish history. The other books were “The Scottish Nation” and
“Scotland’s Empire”. In this book he tells the story of the Scots as a “global people” and their role in
building a modern world. The book is available in bookstores and Amazon. If you have an interest in the
impact of Scotland’s diaspora, of which your Scottish ancestors were a part then you will enjoy this book.
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Summer Sun
Great is the sun, and wide he goes
Through empty heaven with repose;
And in the blue and glowing days
More thick than rain he showers his
rays.
Though closer still the blinds we pull
To keep the shady parlour cool,

Above the hills, along the blue,
Round the bright air with footing true,
To please the child, to paint the rose,
The gardener of the World, he goes.
--Robert Louis Stevenson

Yet he will find a chink or two
To slip his golden fingers through.
The dusty attic spider-clad
He, through the keyhole, maketh glad;
And through the broken edge of tiles
Into the laddered hay-loft smiles.
Meantime his golden face around
He bares to all the garden ground,
And sheds a warm and glittering look
Among the ivy's inmost nook.
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