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The       Ardchoille

Newsletter Editor 
Adrienne Tomkins
acgs.adri@gmail.com

For More Clan information please
visit our website at:

The views and opinions expressed in any of  
the articles within this publication are not

necessarily the views or opinions of the ACGS

Referring back to our Summer Ardchoille, let’s catch up with our latest 
news.  The mini-Gathering in Washington, D.C. on 2-3 October at the 
Holiday Inn Reagan Crystal City location was a success despite that 
being the weekend of Hurricane Joaquin which brought plenty of rain 
and a bit of flooding along the coast. Fortunately, where we were 
located, the hotel provided a shuttle bus to get us around for a great 
Friday evening meal just down the street 
at the Legal Seafood Restaurant, as well 
as provide transportation to the nearby 
mall.  Our Council members were able to 
comp le te mos t o f ou r bus iness 
requirements on Friday afternoon, with a 
few loose ends being resolved at a 
telephonic Council meeting a few days 
later.  The AGM was held on Saturday 

morning, followed by a tasty banquet for our noon meal at the hotel. 
Our Chaplain Thad Osborne presided at the memorial service just 
before the banquet, honoring our members who passed away this past 
year.  Further details will be related in our next yearbook.

One of the leftover items from our Council meeting was the proposal to 
increase our membership dues. The last time ACGS lineal membership 
dues were increased to the 2015 level of $25 was over 25 years ago. 
After much discussion, the Council voted to increase the lineal member, 
associate member and provisional member dues to $40/year, beginning 
in 2016. Another change was to reduce the initiation fee for new 
members from $30 to $20, with the membership pin ($10) becoming an 
optional item available from our Merchandise Manager, Peter Gregg, at 
ardchoille1@aol.com.  Life member fees will remain the same. 
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From the Desk of the Chieftain
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As I write this message, Rick Walker, our webmaster is giving our website an update www.acgsus.org.  
By the time this issue arrives in your inbox, go take a look and enjoy the new views. Social media news – 
we now have a Facebook page “American Clan Gregor Society”, which is a public group, meaning not 
only can you post your own society news, genealogical research, interesting historical finds,  and your 
photos there, you can invite your friends and family to “join” the group and see for themselves what 
activities you are enjoying.  

Higher education scholarships will be offered again for fall semester in 2016 with the applications’ 
postmark deadline of 1 April.  Watch our website for the submission forms and other information. Or 
contact the Scholarship Chairman directly – Dr. Richard Greer at richard.greer@wku.edu .  These 
scholarships will be awarded through our Trustees, made possible from our Charity and Education funds. 

The search for a 2016 Gathering place and date is progressing nicely and when confirmed, will be 
announced at a later date. Looking ahead, plans are well underway for our destination site in 2017 – San 
Antonio, Texas, home of our Ranking Deputy Chieftain and his wife – Randy and Teresa Walker. 

Best wishes to you all for a meaningful Christmas and a Happy New Year,

Lois Ann Garlitz  

From the Desk of the Chieftain, Cont.
by Lois Ann Garlitz
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Librarian  
Position  
Filled!

Thanks to Irene MacGregor Nunley, 
our new Society Librarian!  Here is a 
short bio in Irene’s own words:

I was born Irene May MacGregor in 
Chicago where my father, James 
MacGregor, and his parents and 
sisters had settled after leaving 
Glasgow, Scotland.   I lived in the 
Chicago area until I went to the 
University of Oklahoma for graduate 
work in mathematics. I met my 
husband, Dale Nunley, there. We both 
earned PhDs --Dale's in mathematics 
and mine in mathematics education. 
We l ived in Oklahoma, Texas, 
Arkansas, and Tennessee before 
settling in Maryland. Our two sons live 
in Virginia and our daughter and two 
grandsons live in Oklahoma. Dale and 
I loved to travel visiting more than 100 
countries, all of the U.S. states and all 
of the Canadian provinces and 
territories. Dale passed away six years 
ago after 45 years of marriage. I still 
travel but not as much as before. I was 
in Scotland in May visiting Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Iona, Mull, Skye, and Ayr. It 
was a wonderful opportunity to see 
interesting parts of Scotland.

News and Notes

Our new Member-at-Large for 2016 is Thomas R. King, Jr.  of  
Charlottesville, Virginia.  For over 20 years Tom served as an 
Administrat ive Law Judge with the Social Securi ty 
Administration.         Prior to accepting the judgeship, he was an 
Assistant U. S. Attorney in the  Western District of Virginia and 
an attorney with the Federal Communications Commission.  He 
attended law school at Washington and Lee University, 
Lexington, Virginia.

According to family lore, his branch of MacGregors changed 
their name to King in the 1600s and moved from Scotland to 
London-Derry, Northern Ireland.   As  Presbyterian Covenanters, 
they defended the city during the "Siege of Derry" in 1689.  They 
moved to Pennsylvania in the early 1700s and then  down to 
Southwest Virginia (where they have remained).  One ancestor, 
also a Thomas King, served under  General Washington during 
the Revolutionary War  (see picture of Tom at  his grave).

Tom is a member of the 
Sons o f t he Amer i can 
Revolution and the Vietnam 
Veterans of America  (he  
was  in the U. S. Army as a 
Counterintelligence Agent 
from 1965-1971).  He is 
married to Judith Watkins 
King and has three children 
and four grandchildren.

New Member-at-Large

There are ninety-five Saint 
Andrews Societies around 
the world but only three of 
them are in Scotland.

Did Ye Ken? 
 (Did You Know?)
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Lois Ann Garlitz (Utah) As our Scottish games season in Utah slowed down for winter, Dodd and 
Annalyn Greer and I drove four hours south to Moab, UT for the 2nd annual Moab Celtic Festival Scots 
on the Rocks the first weekend in November. The usual games events were well organized with 
participants from far and wide. The number of clans having displays had doubled since last year to 29, 
which is pretty impressive for such a remote location in south eastern Utah. However, Moab is a 
destination place, so not unusual that many of the clan names were the same as seen at the two 
Scottish games in northern Utah. 

What was different was the representatives at the tents in Moab were from New Mexico, Colorado and 
Arizona, as well as a few from Utah.  The Kennedy Society of North America’s  Deputy Chieftain from 
North Carolina even supported her Colorado members by attending. The band Wicked Tinkers is from 
Los Angeles. It was a great place to meet new Scots and compare notes about your common heritage. 
Although the weather was cool, what a great excuse to wear your favorite wool tartan. 

The camaraderie found here was similar to the Scottish diaspora found in the Organization of Scottish 
Clans and Associations (COSCA) which John Bellassai will write about in a separate article next 
issue.  Yes, ACGS is a member. For pictures of the events, please see page 2!

Richard McAdams (Southern California) Being the new ADC for 
Southern California I have contacted the Scottish Societies in Kern, 
San Luis Obispo, Imperial County, Riverside, San Bernardino, and 
Santa Barbara for more information on their games and dates.  
These are the currently scheduled events for winter and spring, 
2016:

Los Angeles:  The Queen Mary Scots Festival, February 13-14, 
2016
Orange:  Scots Fest, May 28-29, 2016

Editor ’s Note:  Please 
welcome Richard McAdams, 
our newest Area Deputy 
Chieftain!  We are so happy 
that he has taken on the huge 
responsibility of representing 
A C G S i n t h e S o u t h e r n 
California Region.  Thanks 
Richard!

Jean Simon (Tennessee) Jack Simon and I represented the American Clan Gregor Society on Friday, 
13 November 2015 at our own table full of MacGregors and MacGregor descendants, including two 
other Tennessee Valley Scottish Society (TVSS)  board members besides myself.  The TVSS sponsored 
this thrilling banquet celebration dinner in honor of Scotland’s patron saint, St. Andrew.   The event was 
held at the premier Ledges Country Club atop Green Mountain in Huntsville, Alabama.   The club house 
is fairly new, quite imposing with its ornate, illustrious-looking, sprawling Tudor architecture.  The reason 
this particular banquet was so special was because its menu for us was authentically designed by a 
British born lady married to an American past president of the TVSS, together with the golf club’s 
venturesome chef who designed most of it. All in all, we had a wonderful time.   The Scottish theme 
perpetuated by this country club probably stems from the fact that golf originated in Scotland.

Area Deputy Chieftain Reports
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Area Deputy Chieftain Reports Cont.

Rob Young (Mississippi) I attended the CelticFest 
Highland Games held in Jackson, MS on Sep 12-13.

These games are held at the Miss Agriculture 
Museum, which is an outstanding location for a 
Highland Games event.  Easy access from I-20 and 
I-55.  I contacted all Mississippi members (15)  
inviting them to attend.  Mrs. Lillian Magruder came 
on Saturday morning and helped man the tent for a 

c o u p l e o f 
hours.  It was 
great listening 
t o a l l h e r 
stories about 
the Soc ie ty 
and MacGregors/Magruders/McGehees in Mississippi.

I set up our clan tent on Saturday morning. It was great Highlands 
weather at 55 degrees. There were only 2 clan societies (Skene & 
Gregor) represented at the games this year.  (I will contact the 
other Games in the area and see if they have contact info for 
Clans). I gave out 8 ACGS brochures and 1 regular application 
worksheet.   The fridge magnets were a big hit! There were 30 
men involved in the Heavy Games and 10 women as well on 
Saturday. The events were mostly about dance and Celtic music.   
Most of the visitors were interested in learning about the roots of 
their Scottish names to the clan system.   

I also attended the Stone Mountain Highland Games with my son 
and his wife.    We both wore our MacGregor kilts.   I was 
surprised to see 70-80 Clans represented there!!   I visited the 

Clan Gregor Southeast Chapter tent and the Clan Young tent.

I will attend the Louisiana Highland Games at Baton Rouge in May 28-29, 2016.  I also hope to make the 
Grandfather Games in NC.

The GulfCoast Highland Games cancelled their event in November, but they hope to stage an event in 
2016.   I think it was a scheduling conflict with their entertainment vendors.

Janice K Britt (Kentucky) I received word 
from the Murray Highland President that the 
2016 Highland Games are back in Murray, 
KY. We hope to get more of our society 
members involved! We will have a new 
member from the Murray President Games 
joining our society as a McGregor. The 
games will be in September.

Thad Osborne (Florida) I shall be hosting a tent at the 
Northeast Florida Scottish Highland Games in Green 
Cove Springs, Florida, on Saturday 27 February, 2016.  I 
welcome all ACGS members but would especially use 
anyone willing to help at the tent.  The clan tents are in a 
covered pavilion and we are out of the weather. Rooms 
are available at the Sleep Inn at Fleming Island, Florida, 
but there is no special room block.

Lillian Magrudedr and Cathy Willis at 
Celtic Fest Mississippi

Tyler Young and Rob Young at the 
Stone Mountain Games
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ACGS Scholarship

Now is the time to get your application in for a scholarship.

Application Due Date:   Postmarked by April 1, 2016
Applications online at:   ACGS website
Mail completed application & attachments to:  Dr. Richard M. Greer, 
615 Tulip Drive, Bowling Green, KY 42104. 

Educational assistance is available in 2016 for lineal descendants of 
MacGregors (including adopted descendants) and their widows and 
widowers.  Membership in the ACGS is not required.  Educational assistance 
is awarded from the income of the Charity and Education Fund as 
determined by the Board of Trustees.  Educational assistance is available for 
undergraduate or graduate, college or university studies, as well as 
accredited trade/professional schools. 

Recipients are required to furnish the Trustees evidence of registration, 
attendance, and a satisfactory level of achievement at the school designated 
on the application at the conclusion of each term.

Application forms and information available at the ACGS website.

Applications postmarked later than the due date will not be considered.

CALLING ALL SCHOLARS!
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Mail To: 
Peter K. Gregg 
Merchandise Manager 
15 Coverly Ct 
Dover, DE 19904 

Ordered By: Ship To:  Check Box if same as Ordered By 

_______________________ _______________________ 

_______________________ _______________________ 

_______________________ _______________________ 

Member Number: ________ Member Number: ________ 

Description Shirt Size Unit Order 
Quantity Unit Cost Total Cost 

ACGS Throw Pillow, 12” x 12” N/A Each $70.00 

ACGS Coffee Mug N/A Each $15.00 

ACGS Coffee Mug (Set of 4 Each) N/A Set $35.00 

ACGS Polo/Golf Shirt (Forrest Green) Each $25.00 

Clan Gregor T-shirt (Cardinal Red) Each $20.00 

Clan Gregor Sweat Shirt (Limited Supply) Each $15.00 

ACSG Lapel Pin N/A Each $10.00 

ACGS Silk Screen Flag N/A Each $50.00 

Total Enclosed (Make check payable to ACGS) 

AMERICAN	CLAN	GREGOR	SOCIETY	
Merchandise Order Form 

Merchandise is available to ACGS Members only. Your membership number must be included on 
your order. Please contact me at ardchoille1@aol.com if you wish to verify sizes on hand.  

Merchandise Order Forms

American Clan Gregor Society 
How to order an ACGS name badge. This is not included in the membership packet  – 
sample: 

PRINT your name EXACTLY as you want it to appear on your badge. Unless your 
name is short, you will probably need 2 lines, as above sample shows.  

Send $10 check made out to ACGS to the Merchandise Manager, Peter Gregg, 15 
Coverly Ct. Dover, DE 19904 

Fastener type (Circle one) 

Pin Back Attachment 

Clutch Back Attachment 

Magnetic Back Attachment - showing both open and 
closed (Add $2.00) 

My name as I want it to appear on badge: 

My address: 

Thanks for your support! 

Attention! We are wondering if anyone is 
interested in having the ACGS polo shirt in a 
women's cut. If you are interested, please 
contact Peter Gregg at ardchoille1@aol.com.

Space limitations prevented us from printing these 
order forms at full size in the newsletter.  Please 
contact Peter Gregg at ardchoille1@aol.com for actual 
copies of these order forms.

The Hunt For Rob Roy: The Man and The Myths, by David Stevenson. This is a most interesting 
book about Rob Roy by a respected Scottish historian. You will learn a lot about this most famous 
MacGregor, such as, he is known to have fought only one duel, which he lost. The book is available on 
Amazon.

Quarterly Book Review  
by Randy Walker
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Now winter nights enlarge  
This number of their hours; 
And clouds their storms discharge  
Upon the airy towers. 
Let now the chimneys blaze  
And cups o'erflow with wine, 
Let well-tuned words amaze  
With harmony divine. 
Now yellow waxen lights  
Shall wait on honey love  
While youthful revels, masques, 
and courtly sights  
Sleep's leaden spells remove. 
 
This time doth well dispense  
With lovers' long discourse; 
Much speech hath some defense, 
Though beauty no remorse. 
All do not all things well: 

Some measures 
comely tread, 

Some knotted riddles tell, 
Some poems smoothly read. 
The summer hath his joys, 
And winter his delights; 
Though love and all his pleasures 
are but toys 
They shorten tedious nights.  
 

by 
Thomas 
Campion

Now Winter Nights Enlarge

“ARDCHOILLE”
NEWSLETTER OF
THE AMERICAN CLAN GREGOR 
SOCIETY
DR. BRUCE M. WHYTE
4189 ASHBOURNE COURT, NE
ROSWELL, GA 30075-1981

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 




