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Newsletter Editor
Adrienne Tomkins

acgs.adri@gmail.com 

For more information on our Society, please 
visit our website at:

http://www.acgsus.org 

The views and opinions 
expressed in any of the 

articles within this publication 
are not necessarily the views 

or opinions of the ACGS.

Spring has sprung, as they say, and I, for 
one, am ready for a little less frightful 
weather. Scottish festivals and highland 
games will soon be in full swing. Check 
the dates where MacGregors will be later 
in this issue and on our web page 
www.acgsus.org. 
As we consolidate our resources for one 
more year, the Holiday Inn Reagan 
National, in Crystal City, Washington DC 
area has been chosen again for another 
abbreviated Gathering, on October 7&8, 
2016. The Council meeting will be 
on Friday afternoon from 2-5 PM and the 
AGM on Saturday morning, preceded by a 

breakfast buffet and followed by a memorial service and luncheon. If you 
live along the east coast and/or in the greater Washington DC area, we 
especially invite you to join us, as we will not be back to the east coast for 
a Gathering for two years. Hotel reservation information: by phone, call 
1-888-294-5059, or the reservation link on line is American Clan Gregor 
Society. The cut-off date to receive this rate is a month before the 
Gathering itself – 9 September 2016. 
In order to receive the contracted room rate of $119.00 plus 13% tax ($20 less than last year), you 
must identify that you are part of the group affiliation: American Clan Gregor Society. Thursday and 
Sunday nights will enjoy those same rates, should you wish an extra day to see some of the sights in 
Washington DC via Metro or other transportation. 
Plans are well under way for a traditional three day Gathering in September 28-30, 2017  in San 
Antonio, Texas. The local chairman, Randy Walker informs us that there is much to see of historical 
significance in downtown San Antonio besides the Alamo and John McGregor’s story: – the Spanish 
missions, the River Walk, etc.
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CHIEFTAIN, Cont.
by Lois Ann Garlitz

Is it getting harder, for one reason or another, to attend our Annual Gatherings and you miss seeing 
old/ long-time friends? Besides attending a Scottish festival in your state, may I suggest starting a 
social group in your own area. For example, here in Utah there are about eighteen of us on an 
invitation list (utilizing a local Facebook group, but a phone calls work too) to not only collaborate in 
hosting our three Scottish festivals in this state each year and to attend Burn’s Suppers, we also come 
together for no-host suppers at local restaurants, in the off months. It is a lovely social time together, 
learning more about each other’s families, genealogy, day jobs, hobbies and such, away from the 
Scottish events.
As you will read elsewhere in this edition, we have two new ADCs, for whom we are grateful. And may 
I invite any of you with IT skills and social media interests, as well as graphic art talents, we are always 

open to new volunteers.

Best wishes to you all,

Lois Ann Garlitz

by Randy Walker

It is rumored that the phrase, “the whole nine 
yards” refers to the fact that a great-kilt 
requires nine yards of fabric. (Adrienne 
Tomkins)

Did Ye Ken? 
 (Did You Know?)

The golf term "caddie" comes from the name 
given to each of Mary, Queen of Scot's 
helpers, who were from the French military, 
known in French as cadets. (Randy Walker)

The Highland Scots of NC, 1732 - 
1776 by Duane Meyer
The author addresses two questions: Why did 
thousands of Scottish Highlanders emigrate to 
America in the 18th Century? And why did the 
majority rally to the defense of the Crown during 
the American Revolution? This is an accurate 
account written so that it is very easy to 
understand the lives of the Scottish Highlanders 
in NC. It is available on Amazon in hardcover, 
paperback and a Kindle version.

Quarterly Book 
Review  

Some frequent visitors to Editor Adrienne Tomkins’ tent 
at local Scottish events.  Meet the McNee children! 

(Parents are potential members Joseph & Yohannah 
McNee - photo used with their permission).

TOO CUTE: 

MUST SHARE!



 

Area Deputy Chieftain Reports
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Thad Osborne (FL): - My first event of the 
year was the Northeast Florida Scottish 
Highland Games in Green Cove Springs, 
Florida on 27 February.  Green Cove 
Springs is about twenty miles south of 
Jacksonville on the beautiful St. John’s River.  
The clan tents are all indoors, so light for 
good photographs is limited. The photo to the 
left is of visitors to our tent. Robert Ellington 
and I worked this one together for ACGS.  My 
next one is the Smoky Mountain Highland 
Games in Maryville, Tennessee, in May, then 
the Grandfather Mountain Highland 
Games in July.  I hope to see many of you at 
these events.

Help at events is always welcomed.  I 
especially need help at the Smoky Mountain 
Games on Sunday, 22 May! 

Kay Britt: The first event of the season will be the 
Glasgow Highland Festival, Glasgow, Kentucky, in 
June.  I hope everyone enjoys their upcoming games 
and summer!

Mary Byrd Ewell 
( N C ) : I w i l l b e 
hosting a tent at the 
B e t h a b a r a 
Highland Games in 
Winston-Salem, NC 
on Saturday, May 
14th. 

Here are some photos of this event 
last year!

Rob Young (LA & MS): I plan to attend the Highland Games of 
Louisiana, Baton Rouge, LA May 28-29   &  CelticFest, 

Bruce Whyte (GA-FL): I will be attending the Savannah 
Scottish Games May 7, the Blairsville Highland Games June 
11-12, and the Grandfather Mountain Highland Games July 
7-10.  The Blairsville Highland Games, a 2-day event, is the 
culmination of all professional Scottish athletes’ Games for the 
year, and usually decides the Athletes of the Year!



 
Area Deputy Chieftain Reports, Cont,
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A d r i e n n e To m k i n s 
(Northern California):   The 
Northern California games 
season is well underway!  
Thus far th is year I ’ve 
attended the Sonora Celtic 
Faire in Sonora, CA on 
March 13-14, and the East 
Bay Scots Association’s 
Tartan Day Fair on April 
2nd.  Next up:  The Modesto 

Scottish Games at the Tuolomne River Regional Park on 
June 4. 
For fun:  I created this little diorama for my table, a tongue-
in-cheek reminder of our proud history!  Each cow or bull 
has a sign around its neck with the name of a different 
clan (specifically Campbell, Colquhoun and Graham).  It 
was an ENORMOUS hit at the Tartan Day Fair.  Visitors 
were pulling their friends inside to see, other clans were 
coming by to check it out, even the clan coordinator 
complimented me!  (And yes, I made the little kilts myself)!

Johnny Payne (WV):  We will be representing the society at the 
West Virginia Scottish Festival-Celtic Gathering being held in 
Bridgeport, WV May 6-8, 2016. Still trying to find the dates for one 
that is supposed to be starting in Parkersburg, WV.

Richard Adams (McAdams) (Southern California): 
I attended the Queen Mary Games in February.  
Clan Gregor was represented by the Western Clan 
Gregor Society and I was allowed to join them.  I 
handed out about 20 applications on Saturday.
 
I will be hosting our society at the clan at the Kern 
County Scottish Games on April 16.  I have 
secured a space and a tent.  I will also be in 
attendance both days of The United Scottish 
Society Costa Mesa Games, on May 28-29.
 

Jeanne Lehr (MO):  I am registered to have an ACGS clan tent at 
the Missouri Tartan Days event to be held on April 8,9,10 in 
Washington, Missouri.  www.motartanday.com  The next event I'll 
have a tent is at the St. Louis Scottish Games September 23-24.  
www.stlouis-scottishgames.com 

Leighton P. Stradley (VA & DC):  The last event Mary & I attended 
was the 2015 Christmas Walk in Alexandria, VA. We have plans to 
attend the Kirkin of the Tartan at the National Cathedral, 
Washington, DC this Spring as well as the Northern Virginia 
Scottish Games & Festival in Great Plains, VA on Labor Day 
weekend. Possibly, we might attend a festival in MD or PA where 
Clan Gregor is represented by a tent if we get that far.



  Scottish-American Military Society 
Submitted by ACGS Member Gary Hodges, of Newport News, VA
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Last Summer I attended my first Scottish Festival in several years. My family attended 
the games at Great Meadows at The Plains Virginia. Helping at the ACGS tent was 
one of the highlights of the weekend. Another highlight was learning about the 
existence of the Scottish-American Military Society. Many regular attendees of 
Scottish/Celtic Festivals are familiar with SAMS. They often form the color guard for 
the official opening of the games.
 
For those not familiar with the Scottish-American Military Society, they are a veterans 
organization composed of men and women who are of Scottish descent and meet the 
following criteria:
Membership is open to honorably discharged veterans or active duty or reserve 
military persons who have served or are serving with any branch of the US Armed 
Forces. Membership is open to: Present or former Regular or Reserve members of 
the US Armed Forces.  Individuals who have been discharged or released from duty 
must not have received a less than honorable discharge. Cadets of any of the Armed 
Service Academies or college level ROTC. Spouses, widows, or widowers of any of 
veterans or Service Academy/ROTC cadets. Members of the British Commonwealth 
Armed Forces.

Since I am a retired member of the US Air Force I decided to join SAMS. Upon being accepted into the general 
membership I joined Col. Patrick Henry Post #76 (Yorktown) which is the post closest to my home. I was able to get 
my uniform together in time to participate as a member of SAMS at the Celtic Games in Richmond Virginia in the 
fall of 2015. I served as a member of the Color Guard at the opening ceremonies and was able to split my time on 
Saturday and Sunday between the ACGS tent and the SAMS tent. At both tents I was able to promote both the 
ACGS and SAMS. I was the only member of Clan Gregor among the 16 SAMS members at Richmond. 

On December 12th, 2015 I participated in the Wreaths Across 
America ceremony at the Hampton Virginia National Ceremony. I 
was participating as a member of SAMS, The Sons of the 
American Revolution, and represented Clan Gregor wearing one 
of my MacGregor tartan kilts. 

I encourage fellow ACGS members to look into joining the 
Scottish-American Military Society if they qualify. SAMS 
membership is yet another way of celebrating our Scottish 
heritage and fellowshipping with men and women of like mind and 
common Scottish roots. SAMS has Posts all across the nation 
and information can be found on their web site:
http://www.s-a-m-s.org/

I am a direct descendant of James Grear of Dumphrieshire 
Scotland. James immigrated to America in 1674, Arriving in 
Baltimore County MD on the ship Batchelor, November 2nd of that 
year.  James is recognized by the Order of First Families of 
Maryland as a founding member of this state. Two of my 
Revolutionary war Patriot Ancestors are John Greer and his son 
Captain Benjamin Greer. John was a grandson of James Grear 
and Benjamin a great grandson. I have met numerous fellow 
members of ACGS who also have RW Patriot Ancestors. 

http://www.s-a-m-s.org/
http://www.s-a-m-s.org/
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URGENT NEED FOR AREA DEPUTY CHIEFTAINS 
By Randy Walker – RDC 

Our Society is going through a time of transition. Many of our 
members are aging and are simply not able to be as active as they 
once were.

The transition that is taking place with the American Clan Gregor 
Society is also taking place in almost every clan society and service 
organization. Everyone is faced with figuring out how to replace 
leadership at various levels in their organization.

ACGS has always relied heavily on our Area Deputy Chieftains to 
represent the Society and be the public face of the organization. 
They tell the story of ACGS, and Clan Gregor, as well as recruit new 
members at the various highland games and other Scottish heritage 
events they attend. As our Chieftain said several years ago “they are 
our Recruiting Sergeants.”

In addition, we now rely heavily on the ACGS website to tell our 
story and act as a secondary recruiting vehicle. We also have a 
Facebook Page. Ours is a technical age, a social media age, and 
we are attempting to take advantage of this new way of doing 
business.

At the present time we are in urgent need of someone or 
several people to represent ACGS as Area Deputy Chieftains in 

Colorado, Southern 
Florida, Kansas, and South Carolina.

The basic expectations for Area Deputy Chieftains are as follows:

1. Host an ACGS Clan Tent for at least one highland game in the 
area of responsibility.

2. Notify the Ranking Deputy Chieftain as to where they will be 
representing ACGS at least 10 to 15 days prior to the event so that 
the information can be posted on the website.

3. Provide a short after event report to the Ranking Deputy Chieftain 
at least 10 days after to the event to outline the success of the event 
or problems encountered.

4. A month prior to the Annual Gathering provide an Annual Report of 
their activities to the Ranking Deputy Chieftain for publication in the 
Society Year Book.

There is training support, logistical support and financial support 
available for the Area Deputy Chieftains.

If anyone feels that they might want to give this important 
position of service to the Society a try please contact the 
Chieftain or Ranking Deputy Chieftain. Your Society truly does 
need you.

New Area Deputy Chieftain 
(Pennsylvania), Mr. Charles S. 

Grierson (and son!)

New Area Deputy Chieftain (Texas), 
Dr. Clark J. Fritze, Ph.D.
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Attention!  Please 
LET US KNOW if 

you are interested in 
having the ACGS 

polo shirt made in a 
women’s cut.

CONTACT PETER GREGG:  ARDCHOILLE1@AOL.COM 

MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM

Space limitations prevent us from printing the order form at full size in the newsletter.  
Please contact Peter Gregg for a full-size copy or visit our website at www.acgsus.org.

CONTACT 
PETER FOR 
DETAILS!

NAME 

BADGES NOW 

AVAILABLE!
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THE AMERICAN CLAN GREGOR 
SOCIETY

DR. BRUCE M. WHYTE
4189 ASHBOURNE COURT, NE
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Through the depths of Loch 
Katrine the steed shall career, 
O'er the peak of Ben Lomond 
the galley shall steer, 
The rocks of Craig-Royston like 
icicles melt, 
Ere our wrongs be forgot, or our 
vengeance unfelt!

From “MacGregor 
Gathering”  

Sir Walter Scott


