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newsletter@acgsus.org 

For more information on our Society, please 
visit our website at:
http://www.acgsus.org 

The views and opinions 
expressed in any of the articles 
within this publication are not 

necessarily the views or 
opinions of the ACGS.

Extending A Hand of Friendship with Colquhouns 2017 

The story of Glen Fruin is well known in Clan Gregor and Clan Colquhoun history. 

From an article by Stewart Noble, originally published in the Highlander magazine, Jan-Feb 
2008 edition - “That a battle took place in Glen Fruin on the 7th February 1603 between the 
Colquhouns and the MacGregors, that the number of Colquhoun dead was very much greater 
than MacGregor dead, and that the MacGregors were subsequently severely punished for their 
actions — these are about the only three facts that most historians will agree upon regarding 
the Battle of Glen Fruin”. 

As the Utah MacGregors hosted a clan tent at the Scots on The Rocks Celtic Festival in Moab, 
Utah, last November, we were visited by a family of 
Colquhouns who wished to extend a hand of friendship, 
proposing that the Colquhouns and MacGregors in this area 

get together, for a purpose as yet undefined and unexplored, but something including 
modern day friendships, perhaps beginning with sharing a meal next year when they 
come to Salt Lake City for the games the second weekend in June.

Bruce Whyte had a similar experience at the Central Florida Scottish Highland 
Games, near Orlando, Florida in January 2017. Colquhouns were the honored clan 
there and their Chief, Sir Malcolm Rory Colquhoun was in attendance, when a 
similar proposal of friendship was extended.

My collaboration with our own Chief Sir Malcolm MacGregor, who welcomes this 
movement to resolve historical differences, related the stories of two previous fence 
mending events. About 1807 the two chiefs of the day climbed Ben Lomond together 
with their families and a piper. And allegedly, danced a jig near the top. The other 
time was between Sir Gregor MacGregor (Sir Malcolm’s father) and the Colquhoun 
chief at the time, who met (we think) at the Glen Fruin monument, sometime in the 
mid 1900’s, and extended a hand of friendship. 

Wherever you go this summer to games or other events, stop by and visit the 
Colquhouns. Send Randy Walker and I some feedback of ideas how this friendship 
might move forward and be expanded. See you all at the Gathering in September!

Lois Ann Garlitz  
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In my role as the Assistant Chieftain, I am 
very excited for the opportunity to 
participate in the planning of the 2017 
Gathering in San Antonio.  I look forward to 
catching up with those I know and meeting 
new friends.

The Sheraton Gunter, 205 E. Houston 
Street is the host hotel for the 2017 
Gathering.  History meets luxury at this 
downtown San Antonio hotel.  You’ll 
experience Sheraton amenities, onsite 
dining including Market on Houston and 
Bar 414 and be steps away from world-
class attractions.  The River Walk, the 
Alamo, and the Majestic Theatre are just 
blocks away. On their website you can 
follow the history of the hotel since 1837, 
only one year after the fall of the Alamo.  

During your stay you will experience 1900’s luxury with today’s amenities.

The ACGS website now includes links to register for the Gathering and book room reservations at the 
Sheraton Gunter.  For those who do not have internet access, call the hotel at (888) 999-2089.  There is not a 
code; however, you should mention the event ‘ACGS 2017 Gathering’.  Please make sure they give you our 
rate of $139.00 per night.

Please visit the website often as it will be continually updated.  If you have questions or need assistance, 
please contact me at assistant_chieftain@acgsus.org.  

Thanks, Kathy Whyte

ACGS 2017 Annual Gathering in SAN ANTONIO, TX 

September 28-30, 2017 
Hosted By:  Randy and Teresa Walker

Sir Malcolm MacGregor of 
MacGregor and Lady Fiona 

MacGregor, Andrew Morrison, 
Vicount Dunrossil and Mary Shell, 

Lady Dunrossil,  and John 
McInnis of Clan McInnis are 

attending and will be holding an 
educational session on clanship in 

the 21st century.
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The Scottish Society of San Antonio Highland Dancers 
Will Perform At The Ceildh for the Annual Gathering of 
ACGS Friday evening, September 29, 2017.

If you do not have internet access, you can book with the hotel directly at (888) 999-2089.  To register for the Gathering, 
send a note to the Assistant Chieftain with your check (address is on the back page of this newsletter), stating how 
many you are registering, their names, if there are any wine donations (and how many), and if you want Gathering T-
shirts (specify sizes).  

mailto:assistant_chieftain@acgsus.org
mailto:assistant_chieftain@acgsus.org


 

Page �                                                                                             Volume XXIII, Issue 1, Spring 20173

ACGS 2017 Annual Gathering in SAN ANTONIO, TX 

September 28-30, 2017 
Hosted By:  Randy and Teresa Walker

Registration and payment should also be completed 
through our website. If you click on Registration, you 
will be taken to a separate page to register. There is a 
single registration fee this year of $125 per person, 
which includes attendance in EVERY  event offered. 
The only information required is the number of 
registrants for the banquet and their names. It would 
not be complete without donations of wine, so that 
choice is offered also. You can specify who you would 
like to sit with at the Banquet, if you choose to add 
anyone.  You can also order special Gathering T-
shirts.

Business
Meeting of the Council

Annual General Meeting of the membership
Annual meeting of the Area Deputy Chieftains

Transfer of Chieftainship

Social
Chieftain’s reception

Ceilidh, San Antonio Scottish Dancers and Ed Miller, 
balladeer

Tour of the Institute of Texan Culture
Tour of World Heritage Sites: Mission San Jose, The 

Alamo 
Laser light show

Banquet with all the trimmings.

Educational
All tours are also educational leading up to 

the seminar
Seminar: Clanship In The 21st Century And 

Beyond: Is there Place For It?

So what is happening? There are business, social and 
educational aspects including: 

Registration
The Sheraton Gunter Hotel is the host hotel. A block 
of rooms has been reserved and you should  book 
your accommodations yourself directly on line 
through our website. By accessing the links on the 
page you will automatically be redirected to our own 
web page at the Sheraton where you can book your 
dates with the ACGS special rate already included. 
You will receive the negotiated rate of $139/night 
without having to enter any unique codes. This rate 
applies to the nights of Wednesday through Sunday. 
On completion of your booking, close the booking 
page and you will go back to the ACGS website 
to complete your registration.

The Hotel



  RootsTech 2017 
Submitted by ACGS Chieftain, Lois Ann Garlitz

Because we are a lineage-based/heritage preservation society, each 
of you have had an opportunity at some point, to record the paper 
trail of who you think you are. 

What’s going on in the family history/ genealogy world today? One of 
the places you can find out the latest is to attend in person or by 
connecting via live-streaming sessions for four days of RootsTech 
Conference in Salt Lake City, Utah in early February every year 
starting in 2011 (www.RootsTech.org). It is a combination of finding 
your roots and using technology to enhance your search.  What 
started out in that first year of 3,000 attendees, has grown to nearly 
30,000 in-person attendees and over 100,000 persons via live-
streaming from all over the world. In the early years, many of the 
classes focused on helping a person build their pedigree chart/ paper 
trail. DNA testing as a tool for genetic genealogy was just getting started. This year, we were told, a 
person is more likely to do a DNA test first, then begin work on a pedigree chart. At this conference at 
least, there are several of the “find your ancestors” type companies with websites who have begun 
partnerships with each other, and encourage their members to collaborate and post their family trees. 

One company focuses on the records from one area, and another 
choses something different in which to be a specialist. 

One of the panel discussions which interested me was “How Will 
DNA Continue to Disrupt Genealogy”. What businesses might be 
evolving? Counseling and educational services will become more 
popular to help interpret DNA tests for those persons who say “I 
took a DNA test – what does that mean to me?” Why doesn’t my 
ethnicity match my pedigree chart? Therapists may be needed for 
some whose DNA tests produced unexpected results. We all 

belong somewhere; it just may not be the story you expected. 
Different goals may mean different tests and different 
companies also focus on different tests. Do your homework 
here too.  

Remember the days of attending a conference and lugging around a bulky pre-printed syllabus for all 
the classes? This year all I needed was my smart phone or tablet and an app for RootsTech 2017, 
which used new technology from FollowMe and EventLink, with a dashboard that let you choose 
Exhibitors, Speakers, Maps of the venue, Notes (write your own here), the Conference Schedule, from 
which you could build My Schedule ahead of time and know just which hallway to walk along for your 
next class. If there are three classes which sound interesting, do they all have a handout I could read 
later? – if there is no handout, I should attend that class in person.  Yes, going more hi-tech. Handouts 
are still available, as well as video-taped sessions at RootsTech.org. if you are interested.
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Lois Ann Garlitz and 
Adrienne Tomkins 
at RootsTech 2016

Figuring out selfies:  Adrienne 
Tomkins and  Lois Ann Garlitz 
at RootsTech 2016



 
Area Deputy Chieftain Reports

Dr. Bruce M. Whyte, (Treasurer, ADC Georgia):
There is no ADC for any part of Florida, so the ADC for Georgia, who was 
appointed ADC for North Florida, assumed some responsibility for the entire 
state, along with 2 other ADCs from Eastern Tennessee and Louisiana/
Mississippi. Altogether a total of 91 potential members expressed serious 
interest and took away application forms.

Central Florida Highland Games, Orlando, January 14th, 15th, 2017

I hosted the ACGS tent along with Assistant Chieftain, Kathy Whyte. As an 
example of clanship, Chuck and Phyllis McGrew, ACGS members, insisted 
we stay with them for the duration. Fabulous hosts and helpers, especially 
since he was responsible for all the vendors at those Games yet found time 
to visit in the tent. We hosted visitors all day Saturday and Sunday, 8:00 am through 5:00 pm each day!

According to the organizers of the Games, approximately 25,000 visitors attended these Games. 
The Gregors had not hosted a tent in the last 2 years.  The level of interest in Gregor was 
extraordinarily high, not just as a result of our absence over the last few years, but also as a 
result of the high number of Gregors (Greers, Greggs, MacGregors, McGregors, Petries, 
Gregners, Whites, even Whytes), in the immediate area. Over the two days we signed in 59 
seriously interested families all of whom had obvious Gregor family histories, many of whom 
had documented evidence. Of greater impact was the 15 or so visitors wanting membership 
packages who were aged less than 30 years, many of whom were interested in assisting at our 
tent in the future (see NE Florida Games report).

Anne Hernandez, yes, a MacGregor, won multiple cooking awards as the Games. Gemma 
Briggs, a scholarship recipient last year, visited to meet with us.  She is also an accomplished 

bagpiper and is interested in the new Piping scholarship. Jonathon 
McGregor, also an accomplished piper, will likely apply for the same 
scholarship. Do we offer two?

They each committed to attending the Gathering if they receive 
the piping scholarship and to participate with the MacGregor 
band in any/all events. But also to be introduced to ACGS and 
Sir Malcolm. They will do some solo works also.

North East Florida Games, Jacksonville, February 25th, 
2017

As the ADC was unable to attend, Thad Osborne hosted a tent 
there. He was more than ably assisted by two of our newer members, Danie Turner 
and her husband Tim and Ray Williams and his sister Karen and Billy McManus. 
Once again interest was higher than in the past and follow ups have been sent to 20 
interested Gregors. How often do we hear:  I was so excited to be part of a team and 
help out where needed! It is comments like that that motivate us to go to another 
Games or three. Thank you Ray and Danie.
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Danie and Ray

NEWS: 
South Carolina has an ADC again, with Michael A. McGregor being re-
appointed, and Colorado has a new ADC, William “Bill” Black. Long’s 
Peak Scottish and Irish Festival has been the Black family’s family 
reunion site for several years. 



Area Deputy Chieftain Reports, Cont.

Dr. Clark Fritze (ADC 
Texas):  This year started February 4th 2017 with a Burns Night hosted 
by "The Scots of the Texas Hill Country". A well attended event, Scottish 
Country Dancers and a Pipe Band from San Antonio entertained the 
folks as did the various readings of Robert Burns work. Next up is the 
San Antonio Highland Games at the Helotes Fairgrounds, on April 1&2. 
ACGS will have a tent and look forward to meeting MacGregors and 
signing up a few new members.  Wishing you all a good year.
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Panama City Highland Games, Panama City, March 4th, 
2017

A new event for us, myself and Rob and Cathy Young 
(Louisiana & Mississippi ADC) there were 17 Clans at the 25th 
Games in this city. Apart from the magnificent weather (it was 
Florida after all) we had a high level of interest again. Once 
again it was from the younger Gregors aged less than 40. 
How many times have y’all heard: how can I help at these 
Games? We signed up 3 new members on the spot (subject 
to ratification of course) and gave out another 12 application 
forms. We will put these Games in our calendar for next year.

Dr. Clark Fritze (left) and Ranking 
Deputy Chieftain Randy Walker

Quarterly Book Review  
by Randy Walker

American Settlements and Migrations – a Primer for Genealogists and Family Historians 
by Lloyd de Witt Bockstruck. 

This book provides information on the original patterns of settlement and migration for the United States. Each of 
the 50 states is discussed with an emphasis on the states and territories that were established between the 
colonial period and the middle of the nineteenth century.

Do you have that elusive ancestor? The information contained in this book may assist you to bridge that gap in 
your research. An example of the information included is on the 
state of Utah. “As late as 1950, the state possessing the 
greatest percentage of residents of British descent was Utah. 
Why? Members of the Mormon Church settled the state of Utah 
and this relatively new religious group was mostly composed of 
New England Puritan stock. Moreover, their first missionary 
efforts abroad were conducted in the British Isles, and many of 
those converts joined them in Utah.”

This is a great book for anyone who is interested in his or her 
family genealogy or in the history of this country. It is very 
interesting and very well written and researched.

The book is available on line at Genealogical.com $18.95

Did Ye Ken? 
 (Did You Know?)

The first Burns’ Supper was held in 
Alloway, Scotland in 1801. A group of 
Robert Burns’ friends gathered in 
July, not January, to mark the fiftieth 
anniversary of his death.



Space limitations prevent us from 
printing these order forms at full size 
in the newsletter.  Please contact 
Peter Gregg at ardchoille1@aol.com 
for actual copies of the forms.

MERCHANDISE ORDER FORMS

At tent ion ! We a re 
wondering if anyone is 
interested in having the 
ACGS polo shirt in a 
women's cut. If you are 
i n t e r e s t e d , p l e a s e 
contact Peter Gregg at 
ardchoille1@aol.com
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ANNUAL GATHERING

SEE PAGES 2 AND 3 FOR 
INFORMATION!!

September 28-30

2017


