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Newsletter Editor
Adrienne Tomkins

newsletter@acgsus.org 

For more information on our Society, please 
visit our website at:

http://www.acgsus.org 

The views and opinions 
expressed in any of the articles 
within this publication are not 

necessarily the views or 
opinions of the ACGS.

Holiday Greetings to you all! 
As I write this, Thanksgiving is almost on our doorstep and Christmas soon to follow. 
Social events will keep us well engaged during this season, when friends and families 
join together for renewals of relationships and other activities. 

In no particular order, here are some items of interest…

Gathering 2017 – an article on page 3 will fill you in. For starters, put these dates on 
your calendar: 28-30 September 2017 in San Antonio Texas. Come and meet your 
hereditary Chief, Sir Malcolm and Lady MacGregor, if you have not had that 

opportunity before. It would be a good move to get 
name tags ordered from our Merchandise Manager for 
yourself and family members who will attend. It will help our guests remember 
who you all are.  

New officials and committee members since our Gathering 2016: I am pleased 
to welcome our new Assistant Chieftain, Kathy (Mrs. Bruce) Whyte. Added 
to the Heraldry Committee: Charles S. Grierson and Michael A. McGregor. 
Joining Ian Greig on the Gathering Site Selection Committee is Thomas R. 
King, an At Large Council member.  Bruce Whyte has stepped down from this 
committee as he has plenty on his plate already. 

Should you wish to reach out to our military this time of year, here is an 
address: 

A Recovering American Soldier
c/o Walter Reed Army Medical Center
6900 Georgia Ave.  NW
Washington D.C. 20307-5001

Social media – keep up to date on other members and our society activities by 
joining our Facebook page “American Clan Gregor Society”. The “joiners” were 
slow at first, but we now have over 250 members of that public group.  

Wishing you a joyous and meaningful Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Lois Ann Garlitz  
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From Across the Pond 

Our hereditary Chief, Sir Malcolm MacGregor has sent our Chieftain Lois Ann Garlitz a note regarding the 
Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo 2017 as part of UK and Scotland’s events calendar theme of Heritage, History, 
and Archeology.  Plans have been made for clan involvement this year by inviting specific clans for showcasing 
at specific performances. Clan MacGregor and Clan Hannay have been scheduled for Monday 21 August. If 
you are serious about attending that date, you may contact Lois Ann Garlitz for further information about 
participation.

YEARBOOKS 2016 
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If you have not received your yearbook for 2016, please contact the 
Librarian so a copy can be sent to you. We have had some issues with 

the post office and the printing company this year that we are 
working to correct, so our apologies. 

Whiskeypedia:  A Compendium of Scotch Whisky, by Charles MacLean, Sky Horse Publishing.

Why does Scotch Whisky taste like it does?  Where do all the flavors come from?  How has it changed over the years?  
The answers to these questions and many others are found in this very interesting book about “the water of life.”

Quarterly Book Review  
by Randy Walker

Did Ye Ken? 
 (Did You Know?)

That Scotland’s official animal is the 
Unicorn? “It's not quite clear exactly 
when the Unicorn first appeared in 
Scottish heraldry, but one of the 
earliest examples is seen in the 
'Royal Coat of Arms' at Rothesay 
Castle which is believed to have 
been carved sometime before the 
15th century.”

ht tp: / /www.scot t ish-at -hear t .com/unicorn-of-
scotland.html#ixzz4S6EptEpj

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES:  We are seeking an Assistant Newsletter Editor to aid 
with our next couple of issues only, as the Editor’s new baby will arrive in early April. 
Volunteers should be comfortable with email and word processing, and possess basic editing 
skills.  Experience with Apple Pages is helpful but not required. If interested, please contact 
newsletter@acgsus.org for more information.

The pictured Royal Coat of Arms of the Kingdom of Scotland was used 
from the 12th century to 1603. It was used by the Kings of Scots up 
until the Union of the Crowns in 1603 under King James VI & I, of 
Scotland and England. (Image from Wikimedia Commons)
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The generic program for this traditional 3 day Gathering will look something like this:

• Thursday evening there will be the chieftain’s reception;
• Friday morning is the Council meeting followed by lunch and tour, with a Ceilidh and 

entertainment (dancers and a balladeer) in the evening; 
• Saturday morning is the AGM, followed by the ADC meeting, lunch, tours and the formal 

Reception and Banquet also with entertainment.

Most of the Gathering will be casual, but we all look forward to dressing in our Sunday best or 
appropriate Scottish wear for the banquet. 

SAN ANTONIO is the seventh largest city in the United States, was named for Saint Anthony of Padua 
on June 13, 1691 by a Spanish expedition in the area and is known as Military City, USA. The city is 
the home of four major military installations, Fort Sam Houston, Lackland Air Force Base, Randolph Air 
Force Base and Brooke Army Medical Center.

SAN ANTONIO is also home to six Fortune 500 companies, the South Texas Medical Center, and 
thirty-one higher-education institutions, with over 100,000 students. 

THE SAN ANTONIO MISSIONS NATIONAL HISTORIC PARK along with the ALAMO became part of 
UNESCO’s World Heritage Sites in 2015. This is the twenty-third site on the World Heritage List in the 
United States.

SAN ANTONIO has an average temperature in September of 86oand humidity of 87%.

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 
Site of the ACGS 2017 Annual Gathering  
September 28-30, 2017 
Host and Hostess:  Randy and Teresa Walker

We can now announce that Sir 
Malcolm MacGregor of 

MacGregor and Lady Fiona 
MacGregor, and Viscount 

Dunrossil, Andrew Morrison and 
Lady Shell Morrison have all 

accepted our invitation to attend the 
Gathering.  The Viscount Dunrossil 

is Chairman of the Society of 
Scottish Armigers.



  Changes to the Member Database 
Submitted by ACGS Treasurer, Dr. Bruce M. Whyte
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For many years the database of members has been maintained in a software program called Microsoft 
Access. Without going into details, data were entered by the Assistant Chieftain (demographics) and the 
Treasurer (financials). Any changes to a member’s demographics received by the Treasurer were transcribed 
by email and sent to the Assistant Chieftain. Updating the database required sending a copy of the 
demographics and the financials to be merged and returned to the Assistant Chieftain and the Treasurer. In 
2014 we started looking for a replacement database that could do all we needed it to do, be current at any 
one time for all data, was secure and that could be managed internally. We selected MembershipWorks.

Many Clan Societies in the US are using this software and recommended this software, including COSCA. It 
was developed for non-profit organizations by a private company. It is an online database that is highly 
customizable, relatively easy to use and allows multiple users to access it at any one time. It is secure and 
has never been “hacked”, at least not yet! They have 600 clients, the largest of which has about 22,000 
records.

In 2016 the new database was customized to the needs of ACGS. In addition, the current database was 
“cleaned” prior to exporting to the new database. An online payment system, Stripe that is similar to PayPal, 
has been integrated. All aspects have been tested in multiple ways over several months, but there are only 
so many people to test this and so many ways we can test it. We will address all issues so please bear with 
us and let us know if you have any.

The Database and You 
You, the members, will have the ability to decide what information is available to the “public” online. In this 
case “public” means only those who have secure access to the Members Only section of the website. 
Members can even decide that their name should not 
show on the Member listing, although this may be 
considered detrimental to the Society. Once all members 
are in the new database, an email will be generated to 
each member, advising them of their user ID (their email 
address) and their password (randomly generated). Both 
are required for access to view and/or change their data. 
You will be able to change your computer generated 
password. BUT, everyone needs to understand that we, 
the managers of the database, do not have access to any 
person’s password. So you need to keep it secure as we cannot retrieve it for you!! The generated password 
will be complicated so we suggest you change it immediately to something you can remember. Other 
changes are renewal notices generated by the database and registration for events such as the Gatherings 
will also be on-line. All payments can be made on-line or by check. You will notice no difference when paying 
caused by the change to Stripe.

Much of the current website is already using the new program such as the calendar of events for Highland 
Games around the country that ACGS will be attending. We will maintain a duplicate database in the current 
software as a backup. So please bear with us in this difficult time as it is going to be very labor intensive to 
the IT Manager! And of course, email us if you need help.

We are not infallible.  
There are most probably 

going to be issues with the 
transfer from the old to 

the new database
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Area Deputy Chieftain Reports

Dr. Clark Fritze (ADC Texas):  What we have going on down here all starts with Burns Night Supper, February 4th 2017, 
hosted by The Scots of the Texas Hill Country at Inn of the Hills, Kerrville, Texas.  A MacGregor presence will be in force.  
Next up is San Antonio Games, April 1&2, 2017 to be held at the fairgrounds in Helotes, Texas.  ACGS will have a tent 
set up.  I wish everyone a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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Col Rob Young (ADC Mississippi & Louisiana)

 In July 2016 I attended my first Grandfather Mountain Highland Games in 
Linville, NC, along with many officers and members of the Society.  I had 
hiked 4 days on the Appalachian Trail and made the short drive from Erwin, 
TN.   I got to observe how Thad and Bruce run a professional operation.

I attended CelticFest MS in Sep 2016 in Jackson, MS.  They did not have 
any Highland games this year due to the increased charge by the promoter.  
They had plenty of Celtic dancing and music events.   Only 1 other clan 
participated, Clan Skene.   I will work with the CelticFest manager on ways 
to contact more Clans for increased participation.

I set up the Clan Gregor booth at the Gulfcoast CelticFest in Biloxi, MS in 
November.  We had great weather with jousting, sheepdog demonstrations 
and Scottish deerhounds for petting. My grandson, Jack, attended and had 
a great time.  Also remember to get the kids to attend to see all the 
interesting things going on.   

We had 6 Clans in attendance:  Keith, 
Campbell, Duncan, Donald, MacLeod and 
Gregor along with the Caledonian Societies of 
Mobile & New Orleans.  The New Orleans 
Society had 5 potential Gregors that are not 
members of ACGS, so I will contact them later.  
It is a good idea to contact Celtic & Scottish 
groups in your area to see if they have 
MacGregor members.  The bags for Clan 
Gregor handouts Bruce designed were a great 
hit and I added the MacGregor fridge magnet 
and ACGS pen. 

I will attend the Burn’s night in Mobile, AL in Jan 
and have invited our South Mississippi, South 
Alabama & West Florida members to attend.  
Dr. Whyte and I plan on attending the Panama 
City Games in March 2017 to spread the Gregor message to West Florida.  I hope that the Baton Rouge Games will 
come back in May after the devastating floods in September.

Jean (MacGregor) Simon (ADC Alabama):
We in Alabama represented ACGS with joy and fervor by contributing to our proud Scottish-American culture at a local 
St. Andrews celebration on 17 November 2016 at Huntsville, AL Country Club, in formal dress/Scottish attire.  Yours, Aye 
and a happy Thanksgiving to all!
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Area Deputy Chieftain Reports, Cont.
J a n i c e K . B r i t t ( A D C 
Kentucky)
On Saturday, October 22, 
2016 we attended the Murray 
Highland Festival.  We had a 
very good day with the 
weather being breezy and 
very cool that morning and 
the previous night at the 
concert in the park.  The 
entertainers were Highland 
Reign from Indianapolis, 
Indiana.  The next morning 
we arrived early to finish 
setting up.  At first it started 
out slow, but by 11 am the 
people had started coming 
in.  We had a very good 
turnout.

This fall we also attended the Middle Tennessee Highland 
Games at The Hermitage, the home of President Andrew 
Jackson.  



Space limitations prevent us from 
printing these order forms at full 
size in the newsletter.  Please 
c o n t a c t P e t e r G r e g g a t 
ardchoille1@aol.com for actual 
copies of the forms.

MERCHANDISE ORDER FORMS
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Attention! We are 
wondering if anyone 
i s i n t e r e s t e d i n 
having the ACGS 
p o l o s h i r t i n a 
women's cut. If you 
a r e i n t e r e s t e d , 
please contact Peter 
Gregg at 
ardchoille1@aol.com
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Should auld 
acquaintance be forgot,
And never brought to mind?
Should auld acquaintance be forgot,
And auld lang syne?

For auld lang syne, my dear,
For auld lang syne,
We'll take a cup o' kindness yet,
For auld lang syne.

From “Auld Lang Syne”  
Robert Burns


